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Tomorrow, every child will take home a letter to 
parents and a booklist that outlines School Council 
Charges for 2010. School Council certainly 
appreciates the level of support received from 
families at this time every year and acknowledges 
that without the high level of parent support, we 
would not be able to provide the level of resourcing 
that parents have come to expect. 

Regrettably, government funding alone does not 
cover the cost of educating each child. Each year, 
School Council has to consider the ‘value adding’ 
component that we strive to achieve at GK. The 
level of parent contributions required not only 
maintains the current provision of extra resources, 
programs and materials, but also is aimed at 
continuously improving what we do so that the 
learning needs of our students can be further 
enriched and more adequately catered for.  

There is a separate booklist for each grade level. 
Each booklist has several sections that are 
explained in the parent letter. So when the package 
comes home tomorrow, please take the time to 
read the letter as it will help to clarify what parent 
payments cover in each of the sections.  

We thank you in anticipation of your continued 
support.                             
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Our forward planning process is now underway and 
one way parents can assist is by understanding the 
procedures involved. This includes deciding on a 
staffing structure, allocation of teachers, 
determining the number of grades, the placement 
of students into 2010 classes and so on. Overall, 
this is a very complex process in which we seek to 
accomplish a number of aims including providing a 
fair and balanced structure that caters for all 
students as well as staff expertise.  

The development of a grade structure and 
placement of both students and teachers takes into 
account the following variables:- 
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REMINDERS: 
 

Monday 2nd 
November is a 
normal school day.   
 
2010 School Charges 
letter coming home 
tomorrow. 
 
Hats to be worn at recess 
and lunchtimes.  No hat, 
no play. 
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Mon. 2nd Nov. 
Normal school day 
 
Tues. 3rd Nov. 
Melbourne Cup Day 
 
Mon. 9th Nov. 
2010 Prep Transition 9.00—
10.30 am St. Helena/Wattletree / 
Wahroonga Pre-Schools 
 
Tues. 10th Nov. 
2010 Prep Transition 9.00—
10.30 am Eltham North / Briar 
Hill Pre Schools 
 
Wed. 11th Nov. 
2010 Prep Transition 9.00—
10.30 am All other Pre-Schools / 
Child Care 
 
Thurs. 12th Nov. 
Craftpower Incursion—Prep 
Twilight Working Bee 4.30—7.30 
pm 
 
Fri. 13th Nov. 
Ferngully Lodge Visit Grade 2  
 
 

·  the academic needs of each child and making 
sure that each grade has a reasonable spread 
of academic abilities  

·  having a reasonably even mix of boys and girls 

·  having similar class sizes (P-2, in the low 20’s 
and between 25 - 28 from 3-6) 

·  taking into account both negative and positive 
influences of some students on each other and 
ensuring a spread of children with particular 
behavioural needs. Children can sometimes be 
split for behavioural reasons or for encouraging 
greater independence 

·  the social needs of children including current 
friendship groups, their ability to make new 
friends and their level of confidence and 
independence in the company of others. 
Children do have input into selecting a friend to 
be with but can’t be guaranteed of a successful 
outcome depending on some of the other 
considerations that also have to be taken into 
account 

·  parent requests based on the educational 
and/or social needs of their child 

If you have a particular request specifically based 
on your child’s educational or social needs, then 
please put this in writing and forward to me by 
Friday November 6th. All requests will be given due 
consideration providing they are based on sound 
educational and/or social reasons. Requesting a 
teacher however, is not an option.  

Please understand that for a range of reasons, 
requests may not be successful. If you have put in a 
request in a previous year, then do not assume that 
the request is current. As circumstances can and do 
change, we  work from a current data base, not one 
from the previous year/s. Whilst we will give each 
request due consideration, it may not be possible to 
meet every request given the range of variables 
that need to be taken into consideration. Once all 
pieces of information have been taken into account, 
the final decision on where a child will be replaced 
will rest with the school..  
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URGENT M ESSAGE TO AL L  GK  
FAM I L I ES.  PFA WEL COM E 
COM M I TTEE NEED YOUR H EL P! 
Transit ion morning tea and lunches 
for  2010 Prep students are fast  
approaching, but  I  st i l l  need plates 
of food and helpers.  (I f you are a 
prep mum or  dad, now’s your 
chance to share al l  of your  prep 
exper iences with new Prep parents 
of 2010). 
 
1. M on . 9t h  Nov. 9.00—10.30am 
St . Helena Pre School/ Wahroonga/ 
Wat t let ree 
2. Tues. 10t h  Nov. 9.00—10.30. 
Eltham Nor th Pre School / Br iar  
Hi l l  
3. Wed. 11t h  Nov. 9.00—10.30 am 
All  other  pre-schools and chi ld care 
centres. 
 
Thu r s. 26t h  Nov—Lunch 11.30—
12.30 pm (St . Helena Pre School, 
Br iar  H i l l ) 
 
Fr i . 27t h  Nov.—Lunch 11.30—12.30 
pm (Al l  other  pre-schools and chi ld 
care cent res) 
 

Contact  Carolyn Smith—
rosksmithstc@bigpond.com or  9432-
5989 or  0423 417 253. 

CANTEEN ROSTER: 
M on. 2nd Nov.  J. Campbell , A. 
Avicol l i , T. Scot t  
Tues. 3r d Nov.  M elbour ne Cup 
Day 
Wed. 4th  Nov. J. Ell is, F. Marshall, K. 
Soothi l l  
Thur s. 5t h  Nov. D. Friedr ichsen, R. 
Peir is, J. Robertshaw 
Fr i . 6t h  Nov. M. Love, D. D’Adder io, 
T. Cul len, Y. Whiteman 
 
Anzac Cookies are back—twin pack for 
50c. 
 
We also have honeycomb flavoured 
mi lk available at  $1.30. 
 
AVAI LABLE UNTI L  SOLD OUT: 
Lemonade or  Cola Quench $1.50. 
 
 

The month of November  wi l l  be very 
busy at  After  Care as we wi l l  be doing 
our  favour i te act ivi t ies from the past  
year  as voted by the chi ldren: 
 
M on . 2nd Nov.  H idden Pictures 
(10th) 
Tues. 3r d  Nov.  Cup Day closed 
Wed. 4t h  Nov.  Colour ing or  indoor  
bal l  free games #2 (8th) 
Thur s. 5t h  Nov.  Cooking Fruit  
Kebabs (10th) 
Fr i . 6t h  Nov. Free t ime (5th) 
 
Please br ing a label led spare hat  for  
your  chi ld to use at  After  School Care.  
No hat  means no outdoor  play.  Thank 
you. 
 
Emma Renn 
ASSI STANT CO-ORDI NATOR 

With the end of the year  looming 
al l  too fast , we are looking to star t  
sor t ing out  our  volunteer  roster  for  
2010.  I f you think you would l ike 
to be a par t  of our  “once a month” 
gang, please don’t  hesitate to 
contact  us with your  detai ls and 
prefer red day. 
 
Desie &  Suzi  

This term, the Grade 5 and 6’s are focusing on 
systems and cycles.  We have looked at what 
type of systems and cycles there are and the 
similarities and differences between them.  We 
have started to look specifically at the human 
body and what systems are involved:  skeletal, 
cardiovascular, respiratory, digestive, immune, 
nervous.  In writing this term, we are focusing 
on different forms of poetry.  We have worked 
on diamante, mandala and haiku poetry using 
our knowledge of the body systems.  Here are a 
few of the diamante poems: 
 

Mouth 
Wide, Lips 

Eating, swallowing, talking 
Teeth, jaw, mind, conscious 

Thinking, working, messaging 
Large, wrinkly 

Brain. 
By Tayah 6T 

 
Feet, 

Smelly, bony 
Walking, running, balancing 

Toes, toe nails, fingers, finger nails 
Touching, pushing, pulling 

Flexible, strong 
Hands. 

By Olivia 6T 
 

Brain 
Squishy, pink 

Remembering, Thinking, Memorizing 
A computer in my own body 

Pumping, living, sending messages 
Precious, amazing 

Organs. 
By Ned 6A 

� � � � �� � � 	 
 �� � � � �

Leukocytes 
Protective, aggressive 

Attacking, killing, destructing 
Bone marrow, immune system, microbe, organism 

Overpowering, invading, entering 
Transferable, transportable 

Viruses. 
By Paul 5W 

 
Appearance 

Distinct, different 
Grows, changes, develops 

Eyes blue, green, brown, black 
Adjusting, transforming,changing 

Modifying, growing 
Looks. 

By Alexander 6A 

Friday Sport : GK Darks vs DCE away 
GK Lights vs Greenhills B home 

 
STATE ATHLETICS 
I had the pleasure of attending the State 
Athletics at Olympic Park last Monday.  The 
calibre of performance from young athletes 
throughout the State was outstanding.  Glen 
Katherine had representatives in shotput, 
discus and 12 boys relay.  Nick B won silver 
in both shotput and discus.  A fantastic 
achievement.  Nick recorded 33.27m in 
discus and 12.23 m in shotput.  The boys 
relay team of Brayden F, Pat S, Kaid T and 
Jordan B ran a personal best of 57 seconds 
to finish 5th in their heat. 
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SOCI AL  CL UB BOOK S 
L OOK I NG FOR CH RI STM AS I DEAS? 
Perhaps the catalogue from Social  Club Books wil l  
assist  wi th gift  ideas for  family and fr iends at  quite 
reasonable pr ices. These catalogues have been 
dist r ibuted to students today and offer  books, diar ies, 
cards and puzzles to suit  di fferent  age groups and 
interests. 
I f wishing to make a purchase, complete the order  
form at  the back of the catalogue and return to school 
with payment  by Fr iday, 6th November  2009. 
Please note: method of payment  is by cheque, money 
order  or  credit  card. 
Sorry, no cash payment  can be accepted. 
 
You wil l  need to include the postage amount  of $7.95 
in your  payment  as the order  is del ivered to your 
requested home/business address and NOT to school. 
Why not  get  together  with fr iends and combine your  
order  to save on postage? 
Gail  El l iot t  

 
 

 

 
On Fr iday 23rd 
October it was Walk to 
School Day. 
Sharyn Mackay, Lucy 
Dineen and myself 
met some children 
from our grades to 
walk to school. It was 
a lovely morning and 
we all enjoyed walking 
safely to school from 
Liddesdale Park. 
  
"It was fun and exciting". - Ebony C 3E 
"I enjoyed walking to school with my classmates". Chloe 
A 3E 
"I liked getting some exercise with my friends and 
teachers before school". Kevin X 3E 
"I got to meet my friends and have a chat all the way to 
school". Josh F 3E 
 "It was fun to join the group and get some exercise 
before school". Brooke L 3E 
"It was so much fun, I can't wait to do it again!" Becky K 

3D 
  
Liz O'Shea 
Grade 3 Teacher 

 
 
 
Wow what  a great  
camp I  had. I t  was 
so much fun well  
where should I  
star t .  The first  day 
was so excit ing I  
just  couldn’t  wait  to 
get  on that  bus I  sat  
next  to Olivia A. We 
played a few games then in a flash we were there i t  
was amazing I  had my lunch then we got  to find out  
who was in our  cabin. I  had Annalyse, Kodey, Skye 
and Olivia.R. Then I  got  to find out  my group I  was in 
the Cockatoos the other  groups were Wombats, 

Snakes, Wal labies, 
Koalas, Platypus and 
L izards.  
Emma P. 
 

Camp what  a great  
t ime. I t  was excit ing, 
fun and for  the first  
t ime i t  was amazing 
and also seeing camp 

for  the first  t ime.  The fir st  act ivi ty was Kaos, wel l  the 
Wal labies thought  that  i t  was k ind of fun. My favor i te 
par t  was when you had to t ry and get  out  of the rope I  
was par tnered up with James N.  At  night  we did the 
teddy Olympics  I  wi l l  tel l  you about  what  happens 
well  of course you had to br ing a teddy and we had to 
put  i t  though your  knees.  After  that  we danced to the 
Macarena plus Thr i l ler  also Nut  bush.  Then i t  was 
about  11.00. I  couldn’t  get  to sleep some people were 
snor ing.  What  a fi rst  day of camp!  The next  morning 
we woke up. I  was 
in room 18 with 
James, Jack, David, 
Wil l , Devl in, Tomas 
a n d  B r a n d a n . 
Dan i el  P. 
  
Day 2 
Camp was amazing! 
I t  was the first  camp 
f or  ev er y bod y .  
Dav i d F. 
  
Camp was so fun my favor i te act ivi ty was the giant  
swing. The hardest  was l iquid gold.   Gr ace  D. 
 
Camp was real ly fun and I  l iked l iquid gold and my 
group won! My group won even bl ind folded.  Ni chol as 
S. 
  
Camp was so fun I  l iked wildl i fe because I  got  to hold 
Freckles and Pr incess also Freckles and Pr incess are 
snakes.   Ch loe A. 
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STAFF PROFILES- 2009 
 
Hi everyone it’s Alexander 
Collum & Jack Polmear, your 
Roving Reporters. This week 
we have got Mrs. Djukic. After 
reading this week’s profile, we 
would love your feedback. You 
can contact us via you or your 
child coming to see us in the 
yard or put a note titled ‘Staff 
Profiles- Feedback’ in Miss 
Belinda Abbley’s pigeon hole, in the office. ENJOY!!! 

Name: Mrs Melinda Djukic 

Current Positions: Grade 2 Teacher, Junior School 
Council (JSC) Coordinator 

Past Positions: Grade 5 Teacher, Art Teacher, CRT 
(Emergency) Teacher, Secondary School Teacher 

How many years have you been teaching for? 6 
years 

What is your favourite subject to teach? I like to 
teach Art & Literacy 

What is something unique about you as a teacher? I 
like to be ‘hands-on’ when doing tasks. 

Are there any other jobs you have to do? JSC, Pre-
Service (Student) Teacher mentor 

What do you enjoy doing outside school? Cooking, 
being fit, travelling. 

How do you think G.K. is compared to other 
schools? G.K. is a fantastic school- it has great 
opportunities! 

If you weren’t a teacher, what would you do? To be a 
host on Getaway or Great Outdoors 

What schools did you go to as a child? St Martins of 
Tours & Loyola College  

Which AFL team do you support? Collingwood 

In Brief: Favourite- Colour? Green 

Favourite- Food? Thai 

Favourite- Book/Author? Jodi Picoult 

Favourite- Song? ‘Anything’ by Bon Jovi  

Favourite- Animal? Elephants 

What are some memorable moments in your career 
as a teacher? When I was in Grade 5 camp at the 
Penguin Parade, we were interviewed for a television 
program. Also being part of last year’s production. 

Anything else to you want to share with us? 
Alexander & Jack are doing a great job- they are a great 
spark to the Linkletter.  

The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) and this school do not endorse the products or  services of any private advertiser or notice contained in 
this Newsletter. No responsibility is accepted by the DEECD or this school for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

NOTE: The Awar ds wi l l  be pr esen ted a t  assembl y on  MONDAY , 9TH  
NOVEMBER. 
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SI GNWRI TER 
Are you a signwr iter  or  do you know a signwr iter  who would be 
able to help with a Graduat ion sign?  Please cal l  Susan Kandell  
9437-0671 or  0407 945 546 for  detai ls. 

Gr ade St uden t  Aw ar ded for  

3D Lachlan K For showing excellence and persistence while being on 
the Grade 3 Camp.   

3E Georgia A For showing persistence and encouragement on Grade 
3 Camp 

3F Hannah L For her persistent effort in sport skills.  She made her 
first home run ever. 

3L Christian M For showing persistence and resilience by never giving 
up on the challenges he faced at Grade 3 Camp. 

3/4O Emma H For her excellence and persistence displayed in her 
work. 

4C Elizabeth E For showing persistence with her handwriting.  Betty 
has worked hard at school and home to develop her 
joining style, resulting in her achieving her pen learners. 

4K Emily K For always thinking creatively and for having a 
persistent and positive attitude towards the tasks that 
she approaches. 
 

4M Amy G For showing excellence and creativity by participating 
enthusiastically in maths.  Amy thought about fractions 
in many different ways and shared this information with 
the class. 

4R Libbi G For respect and persistence.  Libbi always treats others 
with kindness and respect.  Libbi has continued to 
challenge herself with her maths. 
 

4K Sienna W For respecting her peers.  Sienna volunteers on many 
occasions to assist with setting up and packing up in art 
lessons. 

3E Brooke L For the creativity she used in her role as one of the two 
leading ladies in the Dracula play. 
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