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What is Assessment? 

Assessment is the ongoing process our teachers move through in order to deter-
mine what a student already knows and where their next level of learning needs 
to be targeted. Time is taken to gather, analyse and reflect on student work so 
informed and consistent judgements are made about a student’s learning.   

Assessment can come in many forms.  Most people associate formal testing, where a child is given a 
‘score’ at the end, as the most common form of assessment.  Some examples of this include Online 
testing, NAPLAN and pre and post tests specific to content areas. While this type of assessment does pro-
vide a valuable source of information about student abilities, every test has limitations in identifying what 
an individual child can do.  Some other forms of assessment our teachers gather throughout the year in-
clude anecdotal notes about skill attainment and discussions  they have with students. Each day students 
are observed in their learning environment and asked to complete tasks that tell a teacher exactly what a 
student can do and where their next level of learning needs to be.  You may have seen your child complete 
a concept map, venn diagram, KWL charts, comic strips or present an oral presentation.  This is but a small 
sample of  tasks that would assist a teacher in assessing a students knowledge and their ability to share 
that with others.  

We know students all learn differently so it makes sense to assess students 
broadly so we capture what they are good at.  Teachers work collaboratively in 
teams, sharing their assessment and observations, comparing and moderating 
where students are on the learning path.  This discussion directly transfers into 
curriculum planning and instruction in the classroom.  Students are also active-
ly involved in the assessment process by working towards individual goals and 
reflecting on their level of achievement over a given time.  Peer assessment, 

where a student’s fellow class members give teacher guided feedback regarding work, can also be a great 
way to get students thinking about how they can move forward in their learning.  Assessment is all about 
moving a child in their learning.  All of this information is collated and presented to parents and students 
through a range of reports throughout the year. 

 

 

What REPORTS can we expect to receive? 

Throughout the school year there are a number of ways teachers will report to 

parents about their child’s progress.   These reports vary and will be a result of 

the  collation of assessment that has been gathered over a period of time. 

Portfolios 

Student Portfolios are a continuous form of reporting and communication about each child’s learning over 
the year.  They are a collection of student work samples from across the curriculum representing all learning 
areas.  Work samples will be collected progressively and assessed and reflected upon by students, teachers and 
parents.  In some cases, student work samples may be ‘best work’ but may also contain first drafts that 
demonstrate important aspects of learning.  You are invited to discuss the tasks your child shares with you 
and encourage them to reflect on the learning they have achieved. 
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TERM 1 

24th & 25th 

MARCH 

Parent Teacher  

Interviews 

Friday 27th 

MARCH 

Student Portfolios home 

TERM 2 

12th - 14th 

MAY 

NAPLAN TESTING  

Year 3 and Year 5 students 

18th - 22nd 

MAY 

LIP’s (Learning  

Improvement Plans)  

discussed with parents  

15th - 24th 

JUNE 

LIP Meeting/Reviews 

(not applicable to all) 

Thursday 

25th June 

Student Portfolios &  

Semester 1 REPORTS 

home 

TERM 3 

3-WAY CONFERENCES 

This is a PUPIL FREE DAY—

students only attend dur-

ing their conference time 

Wednesday 

5th  

AUGUST  

LIP Meeting/Reviews—to 

occur at 3-way conference 

if necessary 

NAPLAN Reports will come home 

late in Term 3 

Friday 20th 

SEPT. 

Student Portfolios home 

LIP Meeting/Reviews  in 

this last fortnight 

(not applicable to all) 

TERM 4 

9th—13th 

NOVEM. 

LIP Meeting/Reviews 

(not applicable to all) 

Thursday  

17th DEC 

Student Portfolios &  

Semester 2 REPORTS 

home 



  

BOOST Information 

 BOOST PROGRAM— This program is 

an intervention program aimed at 
‘Boosting’ the achievement levels of 
children who have been identified as 
‘At Risk’ in Literacy and/or Numera-
cy.  There is not a specific Grade 
Level BOOST is targeted at.  Ongoing  
analysis of teacher assessment and 
data throughout the year will deter-
mine at a whole school level which 
cohort of students will be supported 
for a period of time.  Sometimes 
BOOST will be offered in short 5 week 
timeframes or could occur through a 
term or semester.   

 If your child is participating in a BOOST 

program you will be notified by your 
child’s classroom teacher 

 

 Boost is taken by qualified teachers 

with strength in Literacy and/or Nu-
meracy teaching.  Sometimes children 
may be withdrawn from the class for 
these sessions, however we have found 
it just as valuable to have the extra 
teacher working alongside identified 
students in classrooms. 

STUDENT EXTENSION   

Student extension is explicitly planned within      
classroom  programs however we are in the 
process of developing extension programs to 

cater for some students in some year 
levels displaying developed skills and    
understandings in maths and/or  
English.  The  Extension Program is 
being trialled in 2015 with further          
information shared  throughout the 
year.  

Semester 1 & Semester 2 Reports 

These reports outline your child’s achievement assessed against the Australian Curriculum 
Standards (AusVELS). These standards indicate the outcomes that students can be expected to 
have achieved at their Grade level. All children progress at different rates and have different 
strengths, so while it is important to know the benchmarks at each Grade level, it is always 
equally important to measure your own child’s effort, learning growth and individual         
achievement throughout each year as their success indicator. 

Learning Improvement Plans (LIP’s) 

If your child is identified as needing additional support in a curriculum 
area, they may have a LIP developed to further support their learning 
needs over a given time.  Teachers use their assessment and data infor-
mation to ascertain if a child is struggling with a specific learning area.  
Usually  students are deemed at risk in their learning if they are working 
six to twelve months below the expected standard level.  A LIP will outline 
what a student can do, what their next level of learning is (goals) and 
what is going to be done at school to target this.  The LIP will also provide 

suggestions that parents can do at home to further support their child’s learning.  The im-
portance of the school-home relationship cannot be underestimated and so by informing par-
ents when a child is deemed at risk, the opportunity to work together throughout the year to 
improve your child’s learning progress is strengthened greatly.  A child may be on a LIP for a 
short period of time or for a longer period, depending on the level of achievement of specific 
goals. LIP reviews will be organised by the classroom teachers, either via 
phone calls or notes sent home.  Meetings can also be organised through-
out the semester if required. 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
These Interviews are between the classroom teacher and parent/s. 
It is a 10 minute opportunity for you to provide information and feedback 

about your child and to gain insight into how your child has settled into 

the new year.  You will gain some information about how your child is progressing academically 

and /or socially based on initial assessment and observations. 

3-Way Conferences 
A 3-Way Conference between your child, their teacher and yourself will occur throughout the 

year. The conference will run for 15 minutes and will provide an opportunity for your child to 

show and explain their learning with you (supported by their teacher). Time for brief discussion 

about your child’s progress may occur here but if more detailed information is required, an alter-

native time will need to be organised with the class teacher.  The ability for your child to identify 

their own learning and level of success is important and this process allows them to articulate 

how well they think they are doing.  

NAPLAN 
National Assessment Program Literacy And Numeracy – (NAPLAN) During week 5 of Term 2 

Grade 3 & 5 students will sit a reading, writing and numeracy test which is assessed inde-

pendently from our school.  Every child in Australia in Grade in Grade 3, Grade 5, Year 7 and Year 

9 will sit the same tests at the same time.  This assessment is collated and reports and data are 

sent out to schools mid Term 3.  The data is a measure of how cohorts of students 

compare throughout Australia, while the reports give parents an individual snapshot 

of how their child is doing in Literacy and Numeracy. These reports will be available 

during Term 3.  It is important to remember that while it is interesting to see how 

your child fairs in a National Assessment, it is but one form of information about your 

child’s abilities. A variety of assessment collected by the classroom teacher will de-

termine your child’s overall capabilities throughout a school year.    
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