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Children, Teachers, Parents:  A partnership for the future 

LEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION    

Evacuation/Lock-in and community help 
Last Thursday we facilitated an emergency management drill on the back of our annual staff professional learning session. 
We try to ensure we have covered many different possible emergency scenarios across the year so that we are all very 
familiar with how to reach safety should we be in a position that requires this. We created a scenario where there was a 
gas leak in the GK kitchen, causing part of the school to remain locked in classrooms out of harms way and the closest 
classrooms to evacuate. All staff and children reacted calmly and appropriately, with a brief explanation to students       
occurring afterwards. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the many members of our community who came to the assistance of one 
of our grandfathers last Wednesday in the carpark. This gentleman had a nasty fall, causing an arm break and an           
ambulance to be called. To the parents who offered and provided blankets and additional support—thank you—it was 
greatly appreciated by staff and of course our patient. 

GK Parent Opinion Survey and SCHOOL REVIEW feedback opportunity 

Thank you to the many families who have already completed the Parent Opinion Survey—we have 50% of families that 
were randomly selected from our parent community complete the survey already. This is already surpassing our parent   
participation from last year. A reminder for those families that received this survey that it closes on Sunday 26th August. 
We encourage you to complete this survey as this feedback will provide great insight into what we are doing well and what 
we can do better. 

The Department Opinion Survey catches up to 135 of our families. For the remaining families we would also love to hear 
from you. Over the coming weeks we will be providing some short feedback opportunities for all families in our school. As 
has been previously communicated, this term we are reviewing the previous four year Strategic Plan, evaluating our impact 
in many areas of school function and intent.  Feedback and data gained from students, staff and parents will be              
synthesised and used to set new school wide goals for the next four years. What do we do well? What can we do better? 
What do our students need to reach and exceed their potential during their time with us at GK? These questions 
will frame our School Review Process and we need your help to do this. I encourage you to take the time to complete 
these surveys as they come your way so that we can be fully informed of your expectations and needs for your children as 
we strengthen all we do moving forward. 

STATE CROSS COUNTRY pride 

Over the past few months we have had many students give 100% effort in reaching and exceeding their personal best 
when training for the cross country events across the state. Each year we have many great stories of success and I would 
like to acknowledge all of our children, regardless of their placing, on giving it their all. I would like to make particular     
mention to two students who performed exceptionally well in the recent State event. Dylan M (Yr5) and Kayden R (Yr4) 
placed exceptionally well, with Dylan now competing in the National Primary Schools Cross Country soon in Queensland. 
A tremendous effort boys. A detailed update can be seen further from David Blackburn.  

3-Way Conferences 

Our 3-Way Conferences were held yesterday and provided an opportunity for our families to share in the achievements 
and successes gained thus far, whilst also acknowledging areas for consolidation or new learning to occur. Thank you to 
all families who attended and to staff for their work diligence in preparing for the conferences.  

SAVE THE DATES 

There are a few events happening this term that you may wish to add to your calendar. The first is the PFA School Disco 
on Friday 24th August, always a highlight on our student calendar. Thursday 13th September is our biannual 
GKabulous Art Show, where our creative and artistic students proudly present some of their art for appreciation. 
In our last week of term on Wednesday 19th September, Coach Brown is encouraging everyone to participate in 
‘International TALK LIKE A PIRATE DAY’ - a day of dressing like a pirate and just having FUN (because we can) and 
finishing off with FOOTY DAY on Friday 21st September - all codes are celebrated. Dressing in black and white is    
always strongly encouraged. 

 Have a great fortnight.    LeanneHave a great fortnight.    LeanneHave a great fortnight.    LeanneHave a great fortnight.    Leanne    
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Social Emotional LearningSocial Emotional LearningSocial Emotional LearningSocial Emotional Learning    

KIDSMATTER Parent Survey 

Glen Katherine continues its journey as a Kidsmatter school -  an Australian initiative that aims to improve children’s mental health 
and wellbeing. It recognises the importance that parents and carers play in the lives of their children and encourages effective work-
ing relationships between school staff, parents and carers. 

One of our primacies in our current Strategic Plan is the driving priority of Social and Emotional Learning and the focus on mental 
health. We continue to develop understanding and programs to develop student knowledge and skill set, with a focus on developing 
a positive school community. In a positive school community, every face has a place, every voice is valued and everyone has 
something to contribute.  

All children need to feel that school is a safe place where: 

*people care about them. 

* their needs for support, respect and friendship are met. 

* they are able to get help to work out problems. 

To continue to develop and evolve we ask parents to contribute to the evaluation process. A Kidsmatter parent survey asks parents 
and carers for their perspective on their child’s school and what they think is important for schools to consider in better supporting 
children’s mental health and wellbeing. The evaluation process supports the development of the Strategic Plan : what we are doing 
well already and what can be improved to promote children’s mental health and wellbeing. The voice of staff, students and par-
ents/carers assist the school in its planning. The survey takes appropriately 5/10 minutes to complete and is anonymous.  

What do I need to do to participate? 

www.kidsmatter.edu.au/primary/parentsurvey 

* Find your school: type in school name (Glen Katherine Primary School) 

* Select the reporting period: 2018 Q3 July-Sept 

* What year level is your child at this school? If you have more than one child attending the school, select all that apply 

* Click NEXT – and then start the survey. 

Could we please ask parents to complete the survey by Friday 3rd August 

For further information, including information sheets especially written for parents and carers, visit the Kidsmatter website: 
www.kidsmatter.edu.au/primary 

Playing our part to build a national picture of child health 
Australian Early Development Census 

In August 2018, our school, along with thousands of others across the country will begin preparations for the fourth Australian Early Devel-
opment Census (AEDC).  

The AEDC measures five key areas of development in children during their first year of full-time school to build a national picture of health 
and wellbeing. Since 2009, the census results have helped communities, schools and governments plan services and target support for 
children and families. 

Teachers are trained to assess each child and answer questions. Children don’t need to be present so no class time is missed, and par-
ents/carers don’t need to supply schools with any new information for the census. Teachers’ individual assessments are then analysed by 
the AEDC and reported as anonymous groups of children in the final report. 

In other communities across the country, census results have helped communities to plan new playgrounds and parental services; schools 
are seeing improved student performance through new literacy programmes; and governments are using the results as evidence to devel-
op better policies for children. 

Teachers have also noticed practical benefits in the classroom. Some said in previous years that completing the assessments made them 
more aware of the needs of individual children and the class as a whole. Others reported that the census results are useful in planning for 
transitions to Year 1 and for developing class programs. 

Participation in the AEDC is voluntary. Parents/carers don’t need to take any action unless they choose not to include their children in the 
census.   To find out more about the census and how communities are using the data to help children and families visit the AEDC website: 
www.aedc.gov.au. 

If you have any questions, you can contact  Assistant Principal, Shannon Whelan  Email: glen.katherine.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au   

  



ACHIEVING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCEACHIEVING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCEACHIEVING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCEACHIEVING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE    

We have had a number of students push           

themselves by participating in external assessment 

opportunities via UNSW Global Assessments. 

Here we have the SCIENCE and DIGITAL 

TECHNOLOGY participants proudly        
displaying their certificates at our recent assembly. 

A range of learning areas have been assessed with 

families choosing whether to have their child par-

ticipate. 

Our students performed well with a wide variety of 

results. Special mention to Jack W-D (yr3)  for re-

ceiving a DISTINCTION in Science and Alex O 

(Yr3) for receiving a DISTINCTION in Digital 

Technologies. Great effort everyone. 

Thanks to Julie Collins (Teaching & Learning 

Leader) for facilitating the ICAS assessments also. 

Admin Update 

• Thanks to all the parents who have registered & logged onto our new Sentral Parent 

Portal. We realise this is a new way of providing informa4on to Parents, we have had a 

few teething problems but most families are now registered and are using the system. 

It worked well in managing our recent 3 way conferences and we will be using more 

func4onality of the Portal as the year progresses. 

• Family statements are coming home today to those who s4ll have outstanding account 

balances. We ask for prompt payment—please call to discuss payment op4ons if you 

are unable to make payment. 

• Thank you also for embracing the new A9endance process. We are finding that parents 

are much more diligent in informing us of any absences and your responses to the new 

text message system has been fantas4c so thanks for your support. 

Link to log into the Parent Portal—h ps://sentral.glenkps.vic.edu.au/portal/login 



Prep   PREP T 

Zach A 

PREP T 

Tom L 

PREP L 

Jordan B 

PREP L 

Macie P 

PREP P 

Ethan P 

PREP P 

Bryce C 

PREP F 

Oscar J 

 PREP F 

Harrison S 

PREP R 

Sophia C 

PREP R 

Tahlia W 

PREP R 

Juliet L 

 

 

  

Grade 1  

and  

Grade 2 

 GRADE 1/2L 

Piper A 

GRADE 1/2L 

Stella S 

GRADE 1B 

Gemma S 

GRADE 1B 

Oliver B 

GRADE 1N 

Bianca McD 

GRADE 1N 

Keira O 

GRADE 1N 

Ryan P 

GRADE 1M 

Harry I 

GRADE 1M 

Patrick D 

GRADE 2S 

George M 

GRADE 2S 

Shayla M 

GRADE 2C 

Hannah M 

GRADE 2C 

Evie M 

GRADE 2J 

Trinity W 

GRADE 2J 

Maggie O’C 

GRADE 2J 

Luc K 

GRADE 2J 

Yang Yang Z 

   

Grade 3  

and 

 Grade 4 

GRADE 3R 

Kobe D 

GRADE 3R 

Zoe G 

GRADE 3R 

Winter L 

 

GRADE 3W 

Isabella A 

 

GRADE 3W 

Matthew K 

GRADE 3/4J 

Sienna C 

GRADE 3/4J 

Kate M 

GRADE 4A 

Rylee L 

GRADE 4A 

Scout O’L 

GRADE 4A 

Christian K 

GRADE 4H 

Tait D 

GRADE 4H 

Sebastian H 

GRADE 4H 

Olivia M 

GRADE 4P 

Emilija L 

GRADE 4P 

Sienna L 

GRADE 4P 

Jack W 

GRADE 4P 

Kennedy W 

 

 

   

Grade 5  

and  

Grade 6 

GRADE 5D 

Keeley G 

GRADE 5D 

Tom M 

GRADE 5K 

William W 

GRADE 5K 

Ava D 

GRADE 5O 

Kirrily D 

GRADE 5O 

Toby O’L 

GRADE 5G 

Vanessa S 

GRADE 5G 

Jessica F 

GRADE 6V 

Hannah S 

GRADE 6V 

Tom W 

GRADE 6V 

Scarlett B 

GRADE 6G 

Lara C 

GRADE 6G 

Willow S 

GRADE 6G 

Noah W 

GRADE 6CB 

Ella K 

GRADE 6CB 

Claudia M 

       

SPECIALISTS  SCIENCE 5K 

Alex Z 

SCIENCE 5O 

Alana B 

VISUAL ART 

3W 

Isabelle B 

VISUAL ART 

3W 

Caleb U 

THE ARTS 

3R 

Chad R 

THE ARTS 

4P 

Kayden R 

THE ARTS 

4H 

Riley E 

Congratulations to all our JULY SOTM awardees.  Prep—2 SOTM certificates will be 

presented at this week’s Friday assembly, weather permitting. 

Student of the MonthStudent of the MonthStudent of the MonthStudent of the Month    

For  JULY For  JULY For  JULY For  JULY     

REMINDER OF STUDENT FREE DAYS FOR  2018 

Students do not come to school on these days 

These days are used by teachers for professional learning or administration tasks and have been approved by School 

Council. 

                                                                         Term 3 finishes Friday 21st September@2.30pm 

TERM 4 -  MONDAY 5th NOVEMBER      Term 4 finishes Thursday 20th December@3.00pm 

 



IMPORTANT DATES FOR  TERM 3 
Month Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

JULY 

Week 1 

16 17 18 19  

Linkletter 

 

20  

No Assembly 

 

JULY 

Week 2 

23  

Division Hockey 

24 25 

Yr3/4 Swimming 

26 

Yr5 Scienceworks 

27 

Assembly 

JULY 

AUG 

Week 3 

30 

 

31 

 

1 

3 Way  

Conferences 

2 

Regional Footy 

Linkletter 

3Assembly 

AUG 

Week 4 

6  7 

Regional Footy 
Finals 

8 

Yr 3/4  

Swimming 

9 

Regional Netball 
Finals 

10 

Assembly 

AUG 

Week 5 

 13 14 

Regional Girls  

Soccer 

15 

Yr 3/4 Swimmimg 

School Council 
Meeting 

16 

Linkletter 

17 

Assembly 

AUG 

Week 6 

20 

 

21 22 

Yr 3/4 Swimming 

23 24 

GK School Disco 

Assembly 

AUG 

Week 7 

27 28 

Yr 3/4 Netball 

29 

Yr 3/4 Swimming 

Gr 1/2 Healsville 

Sanctuary 

30 

Fathers Day Stall 

Linkletter 

31 

Prep Aquarium 

SEPT 

Week 8 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

Yr 3/4 Swimming 

6 7 

Assembly 

SEPT 

Week 9 

10 11 12 

Yr 3/4 Swimming 

School Council 
Meeting 7.30pm 

 

13 

District Athletics 

ART SHOW 

Linkletter 

14  

Assembly 

SEPT 

Week 

10 

17 18 

 

19 

Yr 3/4 Swimming 

20 21 

Assembly 

1.50pm- 

2.30pm Dismissal 

FOOTY DAY 
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CANTEEN 
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 QKR order cut off is at 8.20am each day 
FRUIT CUPS ARE BACK – Apple or Orange $1.00 each 

We have had a few people, especially with iPhone, having trouble with ordering lunches on QKR.  There was a major upgrade of the App 
on the 1st July last, and it’s recommended that you make sure you regularly upgrade the App as Mastercard are always working to im-
prove it.  If you are still having trouble you can ring Mastercard on 1800 689 562 and ask for your current account to be deleted.  You can 
then re-register on the new upgraded App and this should help with how long it takes to complete your order and checkout.  If you are a 

whiz at remembering your password you shouldn’t have any problems or need to do anything. 

 

ROSTER:  Please consider helping in the canteen if you can.  We still have spaces available on the following days if you are free to help  
– 

3rd Tuesday; 1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th Wednesday; or 1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th Thursday.  If we could fill the Thursdays as soon as possible that 
would be outstanding. Canteen is usually on a set day once a month, however if you think you can do more, we would love to have you.  

 

Start time is 9am but there is usually someone in the canteen from 8.30am, and finish time is 11.45am so you can still enjoy a catch up 

with friends or some shopping in peace and quiet till school finish. 

 

You can contact the canteen Tues to Thurs 9am to 1.30pm or Fri 11.30am to 1.30pm, via cunningham.suzanne.s@edumail.vic.gov.au or 

by dropping a note in your grade lunch tub or even pop in and check us out. 

Cheers, Suzi Cunningham 

DAY & DATE NAMES 

Tues 7th Aug L Emery; M Soutter 
Wed 8th Aug N Peerman 

Thurs 9th Aug K Gersh (Swap) 

Fri 10th Aug S Armstrong; L Egan; L Allan 

Tues 14th Aug F Tragardh; R Diffey 

Wed 15th Aug S Diaz 

Thurs 16th Aug T Forbes 

Fri 17th Aug K Jackson; S Grant; K Agius 

STATE CROSS COUNTRY SUCCESS 

Congratulations to Grade 5 student Dylan M and Grade 4 student Kayden R who represented GK at the recent State Cross 

Country held at Bundoora Park.  

Dylan ran a superb race to finish 5th overall to qualify for the SSV State Cross Country team that will compete in the Na-

tional Primary Schools Cross Country in Queensland in August.  

Kayden performed admirably to finish 25th in a field of over 120 runners, another great performance that he should be very 

proud of.  

These 2 students are not only elite performers but outstanding role models for the school in the way they give 100% in every-

thing they do.  

SPORT 
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GKabulous Art Show 2018 

“Wonderland” 

 

A warm welcome back to all. This term is certainly going to be a busy one in the Visual and Performing Arts Programs.  

We will be having our fantastic biennial GKABULOUS Art Show on… 
When: Thursday 13st September 2018      

From: 6.00pm to 8.00pm 

Where: Multipurpose Building 

Students have been busy making and creating and this year we are very excited to be working with the theme of 

“Wonderland” as the inspiration for our main installation. Grade two will be creating their own “Stop Motion” anima-

tions which will be shown on the night. Furthermore, there will be some amazing performances and activities to enter-

tain you.  This is just a glimpse of what is to come, more information will be forwarded in the weeks to come. 

At this point we would love to hear from you if you are able to help in any of the ways mentioned below.            

Set Up Assistance:  We are looking for parents and other interested people to help with setting up for the Art 
Show. This could include pinning up art work, labelling work and moving display boards. This will be on Wednesday 

12th September. We are hoping to start first thing in the morning, even one or two hours will be of great help. If you 

are available  and are willing to assist in setting up for the Art Show, please fill in the form below and re-

turn it to school ASAP or email/phone the school leaving your name and contact number. The more the 

merrier!                                                                                                                                                   

 Do You Have:  To help make our night as successful as possible we are in the process of organising a few things. If 
you have any of the following items that we can borrow OR know of a contact who may be able to assist could you 

please let me know by calling the school on 9431 1599, any assistance would be greatly appreciated. 

Large amounts of fabric (preferably black velvet) to drape over the display boards. If you know of anyone that may be 

able to assist in this way please let us know 

Large old fashioned keys or clocks                                              

Large teapots/cups and saucer/candle holders                        

Large White rabbit/cat 

Mad Hatters hats 

Playing cards which are no longer wanted 

Any large Alice In Wonderland props 

Old fashion objects that would be part of the Tea party 

Red tulle, chair covers with bows, the type used for formal events 

Please return to Mrs Cosma ASAP        SET UP ASSISTANCE       (Wednesday 12th 
September) 
 

 Name.................................................................................................                                  

 

Contact phone number………………………………………………………………….. 

 

  Time available: …………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Connection to GKPS:   (Child’s name) …………………………………………………… Grade ………………………..  

  

Relationship to child: ………………………………………………………………………………………  

Nadia Cosma, Emma Hankinson, Melinda Djukic, Liz Bair   Visual and Performing Art Teachers  



COMMUNITY NEWS 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 


