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Children, Teachers, Parents:  A partnership for the future 

LEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION    

Congratulations to Dylan M on his Nationals running debut  

Dylan (Yr 5) recently represented Victoria and Glen Katherine in his first Nationals event in QLD. Dylan finished in 24
th
 place 

(and 4
th
 Victorian) in the 11yrs boys 3km race as well as achieving a bronze medal in both the teams competition and 5 x 

1.5km relay event. We are exceptionally proud of Dylan’s achievement and feel sure this is the beginning of more to come. 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS reduce abuse and neglect risks for our kids 
Each year staff review responsibilities aligned to child safety and have just done so as part of our school review. The Child 
Safe Standards (the Standards) are compulsory minimum standards for all organisations that provide services to children 
including Victorian schools. The aim of the Standards is to ensure organisations are well prepared to protect children from 
abuse and neglect. We have existing policies and procedures that aim to keep children safe, including our Child Safe Policy 
and Mandatory Reporting Policy. Everyone has an obligation and responsibility to report any concerns they may have for a 
child regarding abuse or neglect. Relevant documents, including a report template, can be found on our website and parent 
portal for further reading. Shannon Whelan is our school Child Safe Officer so if further information is required please do not 
hesitate to make contact with her. Child Protection guidance material can also be found here: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/ChildSafeStandard5_SchoolsGuide.pdf 
NAPLAN has arrived 
Last week NAPLAN reports arrived home for any Year 3 and Year 5 students who participated in the National Assessment. 
NAPLAN tells us something about a student’s’ academic capacity, however it most certainly does not tell us everything. 
Teachers will use this information to support or challenge their evaluation of individual student achievement as well as  
measure the trends that occur in reading, writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation and numeracy. From a whole school 
perspective, we use NAPLAN data to track student cohort progress from Year 3 to Year 5, measuring the growth of   
achievement. This assists us in evaluating the impact of teaching and learning along with other evaluations. This year’s 
achievement will be a part of the evidence presented during our school review process and will elicit discussion regarding 
our school improvement intent. This data was presented at School Council last night and a summary can be found further in 
the Linkletter. 

PFA AGM to come soon 
Last week PFA met and part of this meeting was spent with attending members workshopping the purpose and intent of the 
Association heading into 2019 and beyond. ‘What is the role of the PFA?”, “What is the responsibility of the PFA President?”, 
“What is the role of the PFA School Council member?” and “What processes and protocols are important in a PFA meeting?” 
were the four key questions responded to. These responses have been collated and will be re-worked at the next PFA   
meeting on Tuesday 9

th
 October along with community feedback provided in the recent Parent Feedback Survey. The intent 

will be to develop clarity around the vision, purpose, roles and responsibilities and meeting processes and expectations of 
PFA moving into 2019. This final constitution will be communicated with all parents in preparation for a soon to be scheduled 
AGM that will take place early term four. It is at this AGM we hope to appoint  our PFA President for the 2018/2019 year. 

Thank you for your feedback – it is helping drive our review 
Today started the formal process of our school review. I worked alongside Clare Read (Department Senior Education       
Improvement Leader) and Joanne Levey (Department School Reviewer) perusing school documents ensuring GK complies 
with Department requirements. We also set an agenda for Tuesday which will see staff, parents and students involved in 
active feedback/discussion opportunities aimed at making all we are at GK visible. The feedback you provided in the recent 
survey forms a big part of the evidence that is presented, causing many questions, wonderings and suggestions to rise from 
it. So thank you to those parents who took the time to participate – your voice is important and valued. Key feedback trends 
will be shared at the end of our review process with you as part of our review summary. 

A few things on the calendar and end of term dismissal 
ART SHOW TONIGHT: The GKabulous Art Show is on TONIGHT – see further for information. We hope to see you there. 
Pirate Day: The STEM and Green Team are coordinating ‘Talk Like a Pirate Day’ on Wednesday 19

th
 September. Everyone 

is encouraged to come dressed in pirate gear on this day with a gold coin donation that will be used to buy plants to ‘green’ 
up classrooms. They are also accepting any donations of succulents. Arrrrgh! 
Footy Day: Our annual Footy Day is on the last day of term. Come dressed in your favourite footy colours (any code) – no 
coins needed. (Just wearing black and white will be payment enough). Footy activities will be held in the morning – lots of 
fun. 
This term comes to a close on FRIDAY 21

st
 (next week). There will be a short assembly at 1.50pm (if weather is ok) 

to award our SEPTEMBER Student of the Month Awards and close the term. Students will be dismissed from classrooms at 
2.30pm. 

Heading into next weeks holidays, have a wonderful family breakHeading into next weeks holidays, have a wonderful family breakHeading into next weeks holidays, have a wonderful family breakHeading into next weeks holidays, have a wonderful family break————stay safe and rest up.    Leannestay safe and rest up.    Leannestay safe and rest up.    Leannestay safe and rest up.    Leanne    
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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCEACADEMIC EXCELLENCEACADEMIC EXCELLENCEACADEMIC EXCELLENCE————NAPLAN 2018NAPLAN 2018NAPLAN 2018NAPLAN 2018    
Year 3 Reading 

Year 3 Grammar &  

Punctuation 

Grade 3 reading continues to achieve above 

state results, with this being our sixth year 

above state average.  

The Grade 3 students exceeded state           

averages for the 5th year in a row.  

Year 3 Writing 

The Grade 3 students performed well on the 

Persuasive text type this year, and the       

average result continues to be above state as 

it has been for the past six years.  

Year 3 Spelling 

Maintaining a positive result for grade 3 

spelling, with this being our sixth year above 

state average.  

Year 3 Numeracy 

Numeracy results are above state for the 6th 

year in a row,  

Year 5 Reading 

Year 5 Grammar &  

Punctuation 

Year 5 Writing 

Our Grade 5s achieved the strongest result 

for Reading since 2013, and have remained 

above state average for 2017 and 2018 -      

positive trend. 

Our Grade 5s achieved the strongest result 

for Grammar and Punctuation since 2013, 

and remain above state average, with an    

upward trend. 

2018 Persuasive writing achievement          

remains above state average, setting a        

positive trend. 

Year 5 Spelling 

Our Grade 5 have achieved just above state 

average this year, positive trend compared to 

sitting below state average in 2017. 

Year 5 Numeracy 

Our Grade 5  average is slightly below state 

average for the first time in four years      

however more students are achieving in the 

75th –90th percentile.  

Overall our students performed very well in the five curriculum areas 

assessed. As mentioned previously, we treat NAPLAN as an additional 

form of assessment to support day to day evaluations of student growth. 

It will tell us something but it will not tell us everything.  

A student cannot be measured by a test alone - they are so much richer 

in knowledge, skills, creativity and passion than 50 minute test         

conditions will ever capture.  

However we cannot ignore trend data—we evaluate how we are          

improving and making learning gains over a period of time. We have 

managed to pull the low performing tail up in many areas, particularly 

maths, and we have a real intent on working together to shift our      

students’ performance to  convincingly exceed averages. More             

importantly, we need our students to feel competent and skilled to move 

to their next level of learning, this being our ultimate goal. 
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Celebrating Our KidsCelebrating Our KidsCelebrating Our KidsCelebrating Our Kids    
The act of LISTENING to what our students have to say sounds like a given, 

however we often don’t really stop to hear what they are saying. I have had the 

opportunity to sit and talk with a range of students across the school on a 

range of topics in the quest to make GK an even better place for them next year 

and beyond. Here are some things that students have voiced and we are listen-

ing. 

Question to JSC: What are our VALUES?  

Response: Slow and unable to instantly re-

call them with confidence. (all members) 

Prompted 

these  

questions 

We need to create a strong teaching and learning environ-

ment that has clear teaching and learning expectations for 

all. 

If you were to choose words that could create a 5 star 

classroom/teacher for you what would they be? 

When you leave GKPS what skills, knowledge and 

strengths do you expect to have been developed in you? 

Challenge 
Confidence 

READY for next learning 

Organised 

Proud 

Smarter 

Never 

give up 

Learn 

more 

Resilience 

Enjoyable 

Safe 

Happy 

Creative 

Encouraging 

Curious 

Skilled 

Thinker 

Cheerful 

Joyful 

Independence 

Trust—in kids to do 

something them-

selves (learning) 

Diverse 

abilities 
Ability to 

multi-task 

Question to JSC: So if these are some skills and learning qualities you expect to leave GKPS with, what can you sug-

gest we should do over the next four years in our school plan to make GK better—make this happen?  

To learn further in the curriculum 

than just the year you are in 

Train teachers to take 

more lessons outside  

Challenge students 

more 

Learn a language Two teachers in a classroom—one that 

says what to do and the other to help 

By going outside the box and taking 

learning that extra step further 

Challenge by working in 

groups at right skill/level 

Stronger Bullying 

policy 

Stop for a minute 

More fun 

challenges 

Getting ready for the next step in learning More warnings for bad behaviour Recall what we’ve all done so we don’t 

forget 

Comfortable 

seats 

More fun Fridays and fundraisers Making more fun activities in class so 

kids want to do more work 

Slightly easier challenges for people who 

don’t really understand 

More time 

to practice 

Welcoming 

new students 

Go over what we have 

learnt every week 

Start the day with something 

fun so your brain is ready 

Have streamed classes for kids that are 

behind and kids that need a challenge 

Make sure everyone learns 

to the best ability 

Longer playtimes to interact 

with others more 

Actually listening to other 

people’s ideas 

More challenges in tests to make 

you ready for the next level 

Keeping other people company 

when they’re left out 

Have less of an adult input, kids know what can help 

them, teachers can assist with that, but they may 

take away from what the kid really wants 

More opportunities at every year level, not just year 5 & 6,       

because some kids don’t go out of their comfort zone and try new 

things because there is nothing that interests them. 
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Social Emotional LearningSocial Emotional LearningSocial Emotional LearningSocial Emotional Learning    

As part of our school review all staff have reviewed their obligations under the Child Safe Standards. The Child Safe Stand-
ards are about creating and embedding a safe environment for all our children. To create and maintain a child safe organiza-
tion, all Victorian schools must comply with the Ministerial Order. There are 7 standards set out—resources to provide guid-
ance to schools to meet their obligations under the Child Safe Standards. 

Glen Katherine Primary School has a commitment to zero tolerance of child abuse and neglect. We are committed to the 
safety of all children within the school. Any child enrolled within the school has the right to feel safe and nurtured in a support-
ive learning community. 
Children have the right to be safe and protected, including at school. It is important that you feel confident that your child is 
safe and well in the care of their school. 
This information sheet provides information for parents about the child safe standards and how Glen Katherine Primary 
School protects children from child abuse. 

www.education.vic.gov.au/protect 

Victoria's Child Safe Standards  

  

What are the standards? 

  

The child safe standards require schools to consider all aspects of child safety and put measures in place to protect children 
from all forms of abuse, including: 

• sexual or grooming offences 

• physical violence 

• serious emotional or psychological harm 

• serious neglect 
Below are the seven child safe standards. The Minister for Education has set out in Ministerial Order No. 870 what specific 
actions schools need to take to meet the child safe standards. 
 

 

 

 

Relevant documents can be found on our website and parent portal for further reading. Child Protection guidance material can 
also be found here: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/ChildSafeStandard5_SchoolsGuide.pdf 
 

1. Strategies to embed an organisational culture of child safety. 

2. A child safety policy or statement of commitment to child safety. 

3. A child safety code of conduct. 

4. School staff selection, supervision and management practices for a child-safe environment. 

5. Procedures for responding to and reporting allegations of suspected child abuse. 

6. Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse. 

7. Strategies to promote child empowerment and participation. 

All Standards: School governing authorities must take account the diversity of all children, including (but not limited to) the needs of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, children from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, children with disabilities 
and children who are vulnerable (schools only). 





IMPORTANT DATES FOR  TERM 3 
Month Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

SEPT 

Week 9 

10 11 12 

Yr 3/4 Swimming 

School Council 
Meeting 7.30pm 

 

13 

District Athletics 

ART SHOW 

Linkletter 

14  

Assembly 

SEPT 

Week 

10 

17 18 

 

19 

Yr 3/4 Swimming 

Dress Up Like A 
Pirate Day 

(Gold Coin Dona-
tion) 

20 21 

Assembly 

1.50pm- 

2.30pm Dismissal 

FOOTY DAY 

Student of the MonthStudent of the MonthStudent of the MonthStudent of the Month    

For  SEPTEMBER 2018For  SEPTEMBER 2018For  SEPTEMBER 2018For  SEPTEMBER 2018    

SEPTEMBER SOTM certificates will be awarded at our FINAL ASSEMBLY at 1.50pm next week. 

Look out for notification of the awardees via a note home on Tuesday—in case you want to be 

available for the Friday assembly :) 

NAME GRADE RESULT 

Alexander O 3R Merit 

Amy T 3W Merit 

Aysha M 3W Participation 

Madison P 3/4J Participation 

Lara E 3/4J Participation 

Chloe H 3/4J Credit 

Lachlan P 4A Credit 

Clara S 4A Participation 

Ellena V 4H Participation 

Baylan L 4P Participation 

Benjamin M 4P Participation 

Melissa C 4P Merit 

Alex D 5D Distinction 

Nash D 5D Participation 

Thomas P 5K Credit 

Lachlan E 5O Distinction 

Angus M 5O Participation 

Christelle V 5O Participation 

Jemima D 5O Participation 

Jemma G 6G Participation 

Tom W 6V Participation 

Tara S 6V Participation 

NAME GRADE RESULT 

Alexander O 3R Participation 

Aysha M 3W Credit 

Jack D 3W Participation 

Stefan V 3W Participation 

Madison P 3/4J Participation 

Chloe H 3/4J Participation 

Rowan F 3/4J Participation 

Agastya S 4A Participation 

Clara S 4A Credit 

Emmett M 4H Credit 

Ellena V 4H Participation 

Lachie B 4P Participation 

Baylan L 4P Credit 

Benjamin M 4P Participation 

Melissa C 4P Credit 

Alex D 5D Credit 

Nash D 5D Participation 

Thomas P 5K Participation 

Lachlan E 5O Credit 

Toby O 5O Credit 

Angus M 5O Participation 

Christelle V 5O Participation 

Paige L 5O Credit 

Jemima D 5O Participation 

Jemma G 6G Credit 

Tom W 6V Participation 

Zoe F 6V Credit 

LATEST ICAS TEST RESULTS 
Congratula�ons to all of the students who par�cipated. 

WRITING – On Thursday 14 June 27 students  

Cer�ficates will be handed out at assembly on Friday 21
st
 September. 

 

Julie Collins - Teaching and Learning Leader 
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CANTEEN 

The Premier’s Reading Challenge has now closed. 

Congratulations to the 64 students who completed 

the challenge. A total of 2223 books were read! 

Certificates will be awarded in November.  

Keep up the great reading. 

Sarah Harris 

Library Technician 

 QKR order cut off is at 8.20am each day 
 

QKR HANDY HINT: Cancelling a paid food order due to your child not being at school. 

A: Open QKR & tap Activity.  Scroll down to ‘Order History’ & sign in with your password.  Tap the red circle with a minus symbol on the  order to be 
cancelled.  Select the entire order or individual items to cancel & tap ‘OK’.  If your eReceipt contains food orders for more than one child, you will need 

to cancel one by one. 

OR 

B: To cancel a food order from the calendar view open QKR and select the relevant menu.  Tap on the tick icon on the date for which you want to can-

cel the order.  Tap the red circle with a minus symbol on the order to be cancelled.  Select the entire order or individual items to cancel and tap ‘OK’. 

NB – you are not able to cancel an order once the cut off day/time has passed. 

The FAB FOOTY FEAST special lunch will be held on Friday, 21st September to coincide with FOOTY DAY.  All orders must be received by 4pm TO-

DAY, Thursday 13th September.  Payment by QKR is preferred. 

ROSTER:  Thank you to my new ‘casual helpers’ that have popped their names onto the roster.  I look forward to seeing you when you can make it. We 
would love to fill the following days on a more permanent basis if we can  – 3rd Tuesday; 1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th Wednesday; or 1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th Thurs-

day; and 4th Friday.  With only one more full term to go it might be a great chance to try us out. 

You can contact the canteen Tues to Thurs 9am to 1.30pm or Fri 11.30am to 1.30pm, via cunningham.suzanne.s@edumail.vic.gov.au or by dropping a 

note in your grade lunch tub or even pop in and check us out. 

I will be on Long Service Leave from the 9th to 12th October and Jenny R and Kellie W will be filling in for me. 

Cheers, Suzi Cunningham 

DAY & DATE NAMES 

Tues 18th Sept C Cunliffe (L Haynes) 

Wed 19th Sept S Diaz 

Thurs 20th Sept T Forbes 

Fri 21st Sept K Jackson; S Grant; K Agius & 

Tues 9th Oct F Tragardh; R Diffey 

Wed 10th Oct N Peerman 

Thurs 11th Oct N Campbell-Kerr 

Fri 12th Oct S Armstrong; L Egan; L Allan 



SPORT 
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WINTER SPORT FINALS  

The Diamond Valley district Primary finals were held last Friday to culminate the Winter sport season. Glen Katherine was well represented in 

all sports with the highlight being the premiership won by Mrs Green’s Darks netball girls.  

Thank you to the following teachers for their hard work in coaching and training the teams throughout the season –  

Netball- Mrs Green, Ms Downey 

So=ball Boys – Mrs Owen  

So=ball Girls – Ms Gaio?o, Mrs Glynn 

Soccer – Mr Vanderpol, Ms Knowles  

 

RESULTS  

DARKS TEAMS 

NETBALL A – GK def Apollo Parkways 21-17, GK def Apollo Parkways 

FOOTBALL – GK def PLENTY VALLEY 34-0, GK def DCE 42 -0 

SOCCER GIRLS GK lost to GREEENHILLS 1-3 

SOFTBALL BOYS GK lost to APOLLO A 8-17 

SOFTBALL GIRLS GK lost to APOLLO A 10-21 

 

FOOTBALL JUMPERS/ SHORTS  

Football Jumpers / shorts – a reminder that all Darks and Lights team jumpers and 

shorts need to be returned to Mr Blackburn in the PE office . 

 

David Blackburn  

GK DARKS GIRLS NETBALL TEAM – PREMIERS 2018 

DYLAN M STATE CROSS COUNTRY 

REPRESENTATIVE  

Congratulations to Dylan M who represent-

ed Victoria with distinction at the recent 

National Primary schools championship 

held in Queensland recently. Dylan per-

formed superbly to finish 24th overall and 

was part of the relay team that finished 3rd 

overall. GK are very proud of his achieve-

ment.  

 

David Blackburn  



COMMUNITY NEWS 
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BANYULE/NILLUMBIK  

2018 -  KIDS TEACHING 

KIDS CONFERENCE at 

Edendale  

Well done to all the Yr 6 Green/STEM Im-

pact group who attended the KTK con-

ference last Friday at Edendale Farm. The 

theme of this year’s Conference was 

“Connecting to Country”, bringing to-

gether aspects of sustainability and indig-

enous cultural perspectives. The day be-

gan with a “Welcome to Country” smok-

ing ceremony by an Aboriginal elder. 

Our students were put into small groups 

with other students from Banyule and Nil-

lumbik schools, giving them the oppor-

tunity to mix with others. They learnt a 

great deal from the presenting schools as 

all the activities were engaging. 

Thank you 
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