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Children, Teachers, Parents:  A partnership for the future 

LEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION    

2019 Classes and Parent Requests 

It is that time of year when classes for the following year begin to be formed after careful teacher feedback and collaboration. 
We aim to develop classes that are positive and conducive to strong learning and much information is considered by teams 
of teachers in creating this. Academic needs as well as social and emotional developmental needs are key areas to balance 
as well as behaviour and gender equity. Parent requests about student placement for 2019 will only be considered under a 
strong social and an emotional need.  
Parents must formally request consideration by writing/emailing myself (Principal) or Shannon Whelan ( Assistant  Principal) 
by FRIDAY 16th NOVEMBER.    
It is very important to note that requests from previous years are NOT TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION EVERY YEAR.  
Sometime concerns parents have flagged in Year 1, for example, do not present in Year 2 or Year 3 due to maturity and   
environment changes. We have had situations where parents have assumed that a request from previous years stands       
for consideration each year—this is not the case. We ask parents to submit requests every year should the circumstance 
and concerns still need to be considered. The Friday 16th November deadline needs to be strictly adhered to  due to the 
need for classes to be formed and finalized. 

 
PFA AGM Communication 

I am pleased to share that we have a full functioning  PFA for the remainder of 2018 and 2019. The AGM was held last 
Tuesday with a great representation of parents in attendance. Our key Office Bearers were appointed quickly with all        
positions filled, except the School Council Representative position. A suggestion was made that PFA Office Bearers could 
each take the opportunity to attend and participate in School Council Meetings within a roster, which was taken on positively.  
However, if there is a community member who was not present at the AGM who would like to join PFA and take on the 
School Council Representative position please contact me to let me know. 

2018-2019 PFA Office Bearers 
On behalf of our GK Community I would like to extend my thanks and gratitude to these parents in volunteering their time 
with the intent to enhance and strengthen the great community GK already is. 
 

 
PFA World Teachers Day Celebration—grateful, grateful staff 

Friday our amazing GK community spoilt our staff in celebration of World Teachers’ Day. Each year families rally by      
providing a scrumptious lunch in appreciation of what staff do in our school. We appreciate this acknowledgement and     
kindness greatly and are also grateful for our PFA and community—from all staff a very big thank you.    
 
MONDAY IS A STUDENT FREE DAY and TUESDAY IS CUP DAY - We will see everyone back at 
school on Wednesday. 
Remembrance Day will be acknowledged on Friday 9th at our assembly 

Friday fortnight we will be taking time to pause for Remembrance Day, held annually on the 11th           

November. Remembrance Day is a nationally recognised day of commemoration when we pause for one 

minute’s silence to remember the service people who served and/or gave their lives in all wars, conflicts 

and peace operations. It will be a time for reflection and to show gratitude for the sacrifice our brave and 

courageous men and women have given. Our school captains will be conducting a brief ceremony at   

assembly to show our respect before we stop together as a school community and lay a wreath near the 

ANZAC bollard. If you can join us please do.            

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURERS 

Marika Cook   Nadine McClintock   Rachael Best                                              Sally King & Minette Cilliers      

   Fundraising & Social Convenors                Welcome Committee Convenor          Grade Communicator Convenor 

 Sharon Murphy and                                                  Dana Razmovski                                                Anna Lewis 

Callum Kerr & Nicola Campbell-Kerr         



LEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION CONTINUEDLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION CONTINUEDLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION CONTINUEDLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION CONTINUED    
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The Geelong Grammar Visit - Pedagogical Principles coming to life 

Each year the DET provide four Professional Development Days for teachers to be out of their classroom to support their 
professional learning. Friday 19th October the Senior School teachers and I were extremely fortunate to visit The Geelong 
Grammar for the day as one of these days.  The day fully immersed us into questioning why we teach the way we do and if 
in fact this is the most powerful way to transform the young minds we have in our hands each day.  
‘Knowledge is a consequence of experience’ (Jean Piaget) - and experience we did! Dr Gary Stager (US Educational        
Researcher) challenged and reminded us that we are working with 5-12year olds and that we should be honouring           
everything that this stage in childhood gifts us. He says ‘work with the beauty that this provides’ - play, explore, discover, 
invent, problem-solve, collaborate, love learning, be passionate. Our kids do this innately until they are stopped from doing 
so. So the teachers did just that for a day, together tackling the challenge of ‘Make Australia come to life.’ (see photos      
further) with no further instruction. It challenged thinking and established approaches to learning but it also further reiterated 
our intent and need to establish agreed Pedagogical Principles about the way we learn at GK.  

2019 Prep transition Program— 80 Preps welcomed into GK 

The past three weeks have seen the majority of our 2019 Prep students spend some time  with us at GK in the annual transi-
tion program. We have had time to meet our newest GK members through activities in the classroom and it has also allowed 
our new families to mingle and connect. We can confirm 80 prep students in 2019 with four Prep classrooms. 

STATE ATHLETICS ACHIEVEMENT 

Monday a small group of students competed in the next level of Athletics at the State Athletics Competition. Once again we 
had outstanding participation and achievement from all of our students as well as two students making the STATE TEAM in 
late November. 

Congratulations and pat on the back to the following students: 

RELAY TEAMS:  Ben F, Jamie A, Ashton F, Kayden R (9/10 Boys) and Nash D, Vincent D, Callum P, Dylan M (11 
Boys) 

DISCUSS: Vanessa S and Keira S       SHOT PUT: Keira S     1500M: Dylan M 

We wish Keira (Silver in discuss)  and Dylan (Silver in 1500m) all the very best in the State Team later this term. 

Well done to all. 

ROAD SAFETY 
Last week at assembly there was strong information regarding road safety and children making sure 
they are extremely careful in our drop off zone as well as walking out on the streets. We have two times 
over the past few weeks where children were fortunate to not be seriously injured by cars due to unsafe 
behaviour. One instance was a child not using the crossing and running across the road in front of traf-
fic. The other involved a child’s ball rolling out into the drop off zone and the child following it in front of 
moving cars. We have strongly articulated that any balls out of bags bounced outside our red line safe 
areas will be confiscated and returned at an appropriate time and any children. Please remind your children of the im-
portance of safe thinking and actions around our traffic areas. It is also a timely reminder to parents that speeding in our 
school zone is detrimental to the safety of our students. Fortunately on both occasions, our parents were responsible and 
conscious of this. 

FINALLY—We have started ‘planting’ our permanent Memorial and Gratitude Garden at the front of the school. Over the last 
few years I have encouraged any community members to knit poppies to donate to the vision we have. I have included the 
instructions on the next page as we plan on adding and adding over time. So if you can, or know someone who can, I invite 
you to add your stamp on our garden that signifies what we value and foster at GK. Just drop them into the office and we’ll 
do the rest. 

Thank you to Zoe F and Amy B (Yr 6) for preparing the poppies last week. We were ‘planting’ during lunch and a few Preps 
were eager to plant too—bless their cotton socks!  Thanks everyone.  

 

Have a wonderful fortnight. LeanneHave a wonderful fortnight. LeanneHave a wonderful fortnight. LeanneHave a wonderful fortnight. Leanne 

2019 Bookpack & Parent Payment Information 

Next week all families will be receiving information about 2019 Bookpacks & Parent Charges. A lot of work has been done to 
keep costs competitive and thought has also been given to the number of items in the Bookpacks to reduce wastage and to 
ensure all items are used throughout the year. If you have any questions please contact myself or Jodee Jackson our Busi-
ness Manager. 
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EASY KNITTED POPPY  

Size 3.5 mm kni0ng needles 

(we want the finished flower to be quite 6ght).  

Col A 1 ball red 8 ply yarn  

(one ball will make many poppies)  

Col B Scrap of green 8 ply yarn  

Col C Scrap of black 8 ply yarn  

 

Body of Poppy  

Using Col A cast on 120 s6tches.  

Rows 1-4 Knit  

Row 5 Knit 3 together across the row (40 s6ches)  

Rows 6-9 Knit  

Row 10 Knit 2 tog across the row (20 s6tches)  

Rows 11-14 Knit  

Row 15 Knit 2 together across the row (10 s6tches)  

Cut yarn leaving a tail of about 20cm  

Thread tail through yarn needle and slip all the remaining live s6tches onto the yarn tail and pull 6ght. Pull 

around into a circle and then maAress s6tch seam for an invisible seam. Sew in ends.  

 

Centre of Poppy  

Using Col B Cast on 8 s6tches and knit a square (approx 8-10 rows) of stocking s6tch. Cut yarn leaving a tail and 

thread through s6tches as previously. The purl side is the right side. Run a line of running s6tch around the    

outside of the kniAed square and ease enough to pull the edges of the square into a round and tuck under. 

S6tch tucked side down to centre of poppy and overs6tch with black yarn  

Alterna6vely .... use a black or green buAon with 4 holes and sew to centre of poppy.  

.  
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Celebrating our KidsCelebrating our KidsCelebrating our KidsCelebrating our Kids    

Our COMMUNITY IMPACT LEADERS have spent this semester visiting a local 

kinder to lead activities and fun for pre-schoolers. Last Tuesday I joined our Year 

6 group to participate in some of the fun and magic they had planned. This was 

their final visit for the year and demonstrated their gratitude by presenting the 

kinder with a poster made by them. A very rewarding IMPACT project. 

Celebrating our BIG KidsCelebrating our BIG KidsCelebrating our BIG KidsCelebrating our BIG Kids    

PLAY IS  NEVER 

JUST ABOUT LITTLE 

PEOPLE...here are 

some snaps of our   

Senior School Staff 

heavily engaged in a 

design and creativity 

project. The challenge 

was ‘Bring Australia 

To Life’, and             

collaboratively the 

team worked on       

creating the changing 

colours of ULURU with 

a rotating sun, light 

show and a billabong 

that you could hear 

wildlife in—all in the 

space of a few hours. 

Technology, design, 

creativity and fun! All 

in a days learning.  

What do you get when you cross a snake and a 

dessert? A pie-thon  (Martina 6CB) 

What is a babies favourite snake?  

 A rattle snake (Martina 6CB) 

What is the month to go to the  

doctors? Doctober  (Zara 1/2L) 

Why does a chicken always get picked 

on? Because it is easy to roast.  

 (Daniel 6G) 

What do you call cheese that isn’t 

yours? Nacho cheese! (Mrs Tingwell) 



                                     Cyber Safety: Fortnite  

                              

If you have children, the chances are you’ve heard of Fortnite. Since it came on to the gaming scene 

last year ,it is now one of the biggest online games out there. 

The draw card for kids is it’s free, it’s fun and it has a quirky humorous tone. Fortnite: Battle Royale 

has bright, cartoon-like graphics as well as costumes and items kids can manipulate, such as space suits and dinosaur out-

fits. You can also pull a variety of dance moves during the game, and some of these have taken on a cult appeal around the 

globe. The Floss, is basically this year’s dab. All of this means the game is really fun to watch as well as play, making it a 

huge hit with all the famous video game YouTubers and streamers your kids love, such as Ali-A and DanTDM. They’re 

broadcasting many hours of themselves playing the game to their millions of fans, making Fortnite the most watched game 

on major streaming service Twitch. 

Telstra Cyber Security media team have been working on security education for students, focusing on Fortnite.  The Telstra 

media team have spoken to kids, the games creators and educational institutions to get a better understanding about the 

game and understand what measures are in place to protect kids who play.  

Telstra have created a tip cheat sheet (see below) that is being used in schools to educate kids on Fortnite security and in gen-

eral cyber security safety.  

Telstra’s Tips for securing Fortnite for Kids 

Player threats- Scams 

Free V-Bucks offers are all fake. Don’t fill out forms or download software that prom-

ise free V-Bucks. Be sure to avoid similar offers for free currency for other games, too, 

along with those promising free phones, Bitcoin, and gift cards. 

Phishing  

Bad guys send messages that try to trick you into filling logins or forms, or to click 

malicious links. The messages could be in emails, SMS, WhatsApp, or just in web sites you find. If you reply to these mes-

sages, or fill out scamming forms, you might lose your Fortnite account, V-Bucks, or real money. You might also expose per-

sonal information like your name, address and date of birth. These messages might not have typos. They might actually be 

really well written and be addressed to you! So stay away from these free offers, no matter how good they look! 

Password reuse  

Big lists of hacked usernames and passwords are all over the internet and because bad guys are lazy, they just take one of 

these and see if it works against Fortnite. So, if you use your Fortnite password for another website, game, or app, and that 

gets hacked, then your Fortnite account is at risk! This applies to all your other sites and apps, so make sure you don’t re-

use your passwords! 

Viruses 

Try your best to install software from places you trust, like Microsoft, Epic Games, Apple, and Google. Bad guys can hide 

viruses in games and software that you download from unofficial sites and torrents. If your phone or computer gets infected 

you could lose your Fortnite account.  Also check that website URLs are spelled right as bad guys will try to trick you with 

typos! 
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Social Emotional LearningSocial Emotional LearningSocial Emotional LearningSocial Emotional Learning    
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Player defences—Great passwords 

A password manager is the best way to set passwords. They work by automatically creating really hard passwords and saving 

them so you don’t need to remember what they are. When you go to log into an app or website the password managers will 

automatically log you in. 

There are many good password managers around. Two popular ones are LastPass and 1Password, while Chrome and Firefox 

have great ones built in. You will still need to set a password for your manager though. When you set this, or any others you 

need to remember, pick a few unique words that don’t make any sense but that you will remember. 

A password made up of your favourite food, sport, and game - like PizzaAFLFortnite - is a great password. You can put a 

number or a special character like %#* at the end. Just make sure you remember it! 

Two-factor authentication 

All bad guys need to access your Fortnite account is your username and password. But they can’t get into your account using 

just that if you turned on two-factor authentication! Two-factor authentication is a code you use along with your username 

and password to log in. The code can be sent as a SMS, a notification, email, or in an app. You usually need this code only 

when you use a new device to log in. It makes hacking super hard!  You’ll now get a free emote if you turn it on!    Instagram, 

Snapchat, and Gmail offer it aswell. 

Game face 

Don’t use your real name when gaming or signing up for apps, and don’t share it with anyone you don’t know pretty well. In-

stead use the same fake birthday and name (an alias). This will protect your identity and privacy! 

Links: 

Two-factor authentication 

Fortnite            bit.ly/fortnite2step    

Instagram         bit.ly/instagram2step    

Snapchat           bit.ly/snapchat2step 

Google               bit.ly/googlegmail2step 

Apple                 bit.ly/appletwostep    

Microsoft          bit.ly/microsoft2step 

Some password managers 

LastPass            lastpass.com    

1Password       1password.com 

Chrome             bit.ly/chrome-password 

Firefox               bit.ly/firefoxpasswords 

Link to the Telstra document:  

http://1u0b5867gsn1ez16a1p2vcj1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Telstra-Cybersecurity-Fortnite-

Security-Tips.pdf 

Social Emotional LearningSocial Emotional LearningSocial Emotional LearningSocial Emotional Learning    



Student of the MonthStudent of the MonthStudent of the MonthStudent of the Month    

For  OCTOBER 2018For  OCTOBER 2018For  OCTOBER 2018For  OCTOBER 2018    

DUE TO A CHANGE IN STAFFING NEEDS across the school ASSEMBLY HAS BEEN 

CANCELLED FOR TOMORROW. 

OCTOBER P-2 SOTM certificates will be awarded with the  OCTOBER 3-6 SOTM certificates 

at our assembly on FRIDAY 9th NOVEMBER after our Remembrance Day Ceremony. 

We apologise if this causes any inconvenience to family making arrangements to attend. 

Prep   PREP P 

Imogen B 

 

PREP P 

Thomas H 

 

PREP T 

Brodie S 

 

PREP L 

Dustin M 

 

PREP L 

Mischa R 

 

PREP R 

Henry D 

 

PREP R 

Ryan C 

 PREP F 

Ollie K 

 

PREP F 

Ben H 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Grade 1  

and  

Grade 2 

GRADE 1/2L 

Lucas H 

GRADE 1/2L 

Jacob T 

 

GRADE 1B 

Dylan  T 

 

GRADE 1B 

Abram McG 

 

GRADE 1N 

Noah A 

 

GRADE 1N 

Jemma C 

 

GRADE 1M 

Mason L 

 

GRADE 1M 

Lilly M 

 

GRADE 2S 

Mia M 

 

GRADE 2S 

Rosie O’C 

 

GRADE 2C 

Elliott R 

GRADE 2C 

Eliza G 

 

GRADE 2J 

Ruby D 

GRADE 2J 

Ben S 

Grade 3  

and 

 Grade 4 

GRADE 3R 

Ashlin J 

 

GRADE 3R 

Indy S 

 

GRADE 3R 

Owen M 

 

GRADE 3W 

Lucy B 

 

GRADE 3W 

Baden M 

 

GRADE 3W 

Jacob V 

 

GRADE 3/4J 

Nate T 

 

GRADE 3/4J 

Lachlan H 

 

GRADE 4A 

Siaan D 

 

GRADE 4A 

Lara W 

 

GRADE 4A 

Max I 

 

GRADE 4H 

Kiki B 

 

GRADE 4H 

Thomas M 

 

GRADE 4H 

Hana S 

 

GRADE 4P 

Sam G 

 

GRADE 4P 

Giselle R 

 

 

 

    

Grade 5  

and  

Grade 6 

GRADE 5D 

Jess W 

 

GRADE 5D 

Toby B 

 

GRADE 5K 

Alex D 

 

GRADE 5K 

Cole R 

 

GRADE 5O 

Ashleigh L 

 

GRADE5O 

Angus McC 

 

GRADE 5G 

 

 

GRADE 6V 

Maalu C 

 

GRADE 6V 

Lachlan G 

GRADE 6V 

Neala H 

 

GRADE 6C 

Michele I 

 

GRADE 6C 

Noah M 

GRADE 6C 

Will L 

 

GRADE 6G 

 

GRADE 6G 

 

      

SPECIALISTS  SCIENCE  PL 

Oliver C 

 

 

SCIENCE  PT 

Emily B 

 

THE ARTS  

4A Rylee L 

 

THE ARTS  

4P Matilda G 

VISUAL ARTS 

3/4J Brody S 

 

VISUAL ARTS 

3/4J Chloe H 

 

PE 1B 

Oliver B 

PE 2S 

Charlie L  

 

PE 2C 

Evie M 

 

PE 2C 

Ben G 

PE 2J 

Eliza U 

   



IMPORTANT DATES FOR  TERM 4 
Month Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

OCT 

NOV 

Week 4 

29  30 31  

Grade 5 Family 
Life 

Vision & Values 

Workshop 7pm 

1 2 

Assembly-
CANCELLED 

State Orienteering 

NOV 

Week 5 

5 

Student Free 

Reporting Day 

6 

Student Free 

Melbourne Cup 
Day 

7 

Grade 5 Family 
Life 

8 

 

 

9 

Assembly 

Remembrance Day 

Service/Assembly  

Prep/6 Buddies 

Prep Fitness Works 

Incursion 

NOV 

Week 6 

12 

Grade 6 Camp 

Sovereign Hill 

13 

Grade 6 Camp 

Sovereign Hill 

PFA/School 
Council 

Meeting Night 

7.30pm 

14 

Grade 5/6 Camp 

Sovereign Hill 

2019 Prep  

Information Night 
7pm 

15 

Grade 5 Camp 

Sovereign Hill 

16 

Assembly 

Grade 5 Camp 

Sovereign Hill 

NOV 

Week 7 

19 

2019 Prep  

Orientation Teddy 
Bears Session  

10-11.20am 

20 

2019 Prep 

Orientation Teddy 
Bears Sessions  

10-11.20 

21 

2019 Prep 

Orientation Teddy 
Bears Sessions  

10-11.20am 

School Council 

7.30pm 

22 

 

 

23 

Assembly 

Prep/Buddies 

NOV 

Week 8 

26 27 28 29 30   Assembly 

DEC 

Week 9 

3 

 

4 

Grade 2 

Fern Gully 

PFA Dinner 

5 

 

6 

Grade 1  

Happy Campers Day 

7 

Assembly 

Sport Trials 

Prep/6 Buddies 

DEC 

Week 

10 

10 

CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT 
5.30PM 

11 

Year 6  

Orientation Day 

Transition Day 1 

9-11.00am 

12 

School Council  

7.00pm 

13 

Transition Day 2 

9-11.00am 

2019 Prep meet your 
teacher day 

9.10-10.30am 

Grade 6 Graduation 

14 

Assembly  

2019 Captains 

Prep Graduation & 
final performances 

Last Canteen Day 

DEC 

Week 

11 

17 

Moving Day 

18 

Community  

Helper Morning 
Tea 10-11.00am 

19 

Grade Parties 

Grade 6 Funfields 

20 

End Of Year 

Final Assembly Yr6  

3.00pm Finish 

21 
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2018 ICAS MATHS TEST 

On Tuesday 14th August 34 students from grade 3 to 6 participated in the ICAS Mathematics test.  Their results are below.  Con-
gratulations to everyone who participated. 

 
Late ICAS English Result.  

 
These certificates will be presented at assembly on Friday 9th November. 

Julie Collins Teaching and Learning Leader 

NAME GRADE RESULT 

Arden C 3R Credit 

Patrick B 3W Credit 

Stefan V 3W Distinction 

Jack W-D 3W Merit 

Lara E 3/4J Participation 

Jack D 3W Credit 

Alex O 3R Participation 

Maddie P 3/4J Participation 

Amy T 3W Credit 

Lachie B 4P Participation 

Melissa C 4P Participation 

Rowan F 3/4J Credit 

Jordan G 4A Credit 

Baylan L 4P Participation 

Emmett M 4H Participation 

Benjamin M 4P Participation 

Raquel M 4H Credit 

Lachlan P 4A Distinction 

Clara S 4A Merit 

Agastya S 4A Merit 

Ellena V 4H Participation 

Cassie W 4H Participation 

Jemima D 5O Participation 

Alex D 5D Merit 

Nash D 5D Participation 

Lachlan E 5O Credit 

Angus M 5O Participation 

Toby O 5O Participation 

Thomas P 5K Credit 

Christelle V 5O Merit 

Jemma G 6G Participation 

Daniel P 6G Distinction 

Tara S 6V Participation 

Tom W 6V Participation 

Alex O 3 Merit 



CANTEEN 

SPORT 
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STATE ATHLETICS SUCCESS – STATE 

TEAM SELECTION – Keira S and Dylan M 

There were outstanding individual and team performances at the 
State Aths on Monday. Keira S and Dylan M won silver in the dis-
cus and 1500m respectively. Both performed PBs and have quali-
fied for the State team. Keira also won bronze in the shotput. Dylan 
finished 8th in 800m. Both 9/10 and 11 boys relay teams made fi-
nals and finished 6th and 7th in the State respectively. Vanessa S 
competed well in her discus event to finish 8th overall. Brilliant ef-
forts by all our reps, 

DAVID BLACKBURN  

11 boys relay team  

Dylan M 

 QKR order cut off is at 8.20am each day 

 
Seems too early to be saying this but if you could mark it in your diaries that Canteen lunch orders will finish on Friday,14th December.  We will have counter 
sales happening Tues & Wed of the last week but I will be cleaning & counting and getting ready for 2019! 

 
Thank you to newbies Marie B & Katie B for putting your names down for our 2019 roster, it is always lovely to have new people join the 
crew.  Also, thank you to my lovely volunteers who have already committed to next year as well, it’s nice to know you’d like to come back 

to the mad house that is the Canteen! 

 

If you are interested in helping in the canteen, please see the form included in this Linkletter or contact me via the canteen Tues to Thurs 
9am to 1.30pm or Fri 11.30am to 1.30pm, via cunningham.suzanne.s@edumail.vic.gov.au or by dropping a note in your grade lunch tub; 

or even pop in and check us out. 

 

Cheers, Suzi Cunningham 

DAY & DATE NAMES 

Tues 6th Nov CUP DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Wed 7th Nov Jo (thank you for filling in) 

Thurs 8th Nov T Forbes (Swap) 

Fri 9th Nov K Holford; J Robertshaw; 

L Allan (Swap) 

Tues 13th Nov R Diffey;  (F Tragardh swap) 

Wed 14th Nov N Peerman 

Thurs 15th Nov T Forbes; K Gersh 

Fri 16th Nov S Armstrong; L Egan; L Cooperwaite 
(Swap) 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
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