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Children, Teachers, Parents:  A partnership for the future 

2017  - TERM 3 

 

Thu 7th Sep 

District Athletics 

 

Tue 12th Sep 

Grade 6 Parent Dinner 
The Windy Mile (Diamond 
Creek) 7.15pm 

 

 

Wed 13th Sep-14th Sep 

Seussical Production 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wed 20th Sep 

School Council 
7.30pm 

 

Thu 21st Sep 

Footy Day 

 

Fri 22nd Sept 
Curriculum Day—No 
Students 

 

 

 

Mon 9th Oct 
First Day Term 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEANNE’ S MESSAGELEANNE’ S MESSAGELEANNE’ S MESSAGELEANNE’ S MESSAGE    

EVERY FACE HAS A PLACE EVERY FACE HAS A PLACE EVERY FACE HAS A PLACE EVERY FACE HAS A PLACE ----    KIDSMATTER AT GKKIDSMATTER AT GKKIDSMATTER AT GKKIDSMATTER AT GK    

PFA DISCO Thanks 

Another successful PFA Disco took place on Friday night. I would like to thank Kate Arnot and 
other members of the PFA team for their work in organising this event and in their effort on the 
night to ensure our kids had a fabulous night. I would also like to thank all the volunteer      
parents for giving up their time in supervising and cleaning up the event. Well done community 
team. 

TOMORROW is our JSC ‘Child Hunger Crisis 
Appeal’ - casual clothes day for a gold coin 
donation 

Tomorrow we invite our students to come to school in casual clothes for 
a gold coin donation. Our JSC are targeting a global cause tomorrow, 
supporting the Save the Children Organisation. 1.4 million children are 

at imminent risk of starvation in South Sudan, Somalia, Nigeria and Yemen. The Resilience 
Project, with whom we have partnered, are also supporting Save the Children in this worthy 
cause. Your help in supporting this cause is something JSC and our student community would 
be very grateful for. 

HATS ARE ON  
Melbourne weather is always unpredictable with September rain and cold 
weather still prevalent. However we also know that UV rays do not        
disappear during this period of time and our need for SunSmart diligence 
begins in September. Our school’s SunSmart Policy enforces all students 
and staff to wear hats from September onwards. I ask all students to be 
dusting off their hats and begin wearing them during any outdoor activity 
as soon as possible. Any students without hats from Monday 18th September will be 
asked to spend recess and lunch under the covered courtyard area (not under playground 
shade cloth). I ask that you provide a suitable school hat for the last week of this Term 
and continue to do so for Term 4. Hats are available from the uniform shop every Friday 
morning or alternately can easily be ordered via the Qkr app if required.  

PLANNING WEEK 
This week all teachers have participated in our termly planning week which sees our    
professional learning teams spending time together evaluating current programs and    
delivery and using this to plan for the coming term. Weekly planning occurs within teams 
however a full planning day each term allows for a far more comprehensive approach to        
strengthening what and how we do things every day. 

TERM FOUR STAFFING CHANGE 
Many will already be aware that Karen ter Haar will be finishing up with us at the end of 
this term to embark on the wonderful experiences parenthood brings. During Karen’s 
leave, Shannon Whelan will move into the Acting Assistant Principal role. Supporting the 
leadership team in a shared four day role will be Julie Collins and Jenny Hopkin. Julie is a 
current staff member while Jenny is a retired staff member who has been requested to 
return in a role that she is very familiar with. These changes will remain until at least the 
end of Term 1 2018 when a review of staffing will occur. 

SEUSSICAL MATINEE TICKETS still available 
We are moving into our final week of excitement build for our upcoming Seussical         
production. Tickets are still available for our matinee performance on Thursday 14th    
September at 12.00pm. Anyone is welcome to attend this session. IF ANYONE IS NOW        
UNABLE TO ATTEND OR HAS A SPARE TICKET for either the Wednesday or Thursday 
evening performances, please contact the office so these tickets can be on sold to a    
waiting list. We look forward to sharing this event proudly with you.    
    
HHHHaaaavvvveeee    aaaa    ggggrrrreeeeaaaatttt    wwwweeeeeeeekkkk....                LLLLeeeeaaaannnnnnnneeee    
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Glen Katherine PS is a partner school to Lead School St Helena Secondary College in      
implementing a whole school approach to respectful relationships education in our schools 

Respectful relationships education (RRE) is the comprehensive approach to the primary prevention of violence against  
women in schools. Schools are both education institutions and workplaces that can generate universal change to address 
the drivers of    violence against women. At GK, we now have the opportunity to work with St Helena Secondary College and 
other network schools in  embedding  systemic change across the entire school that will bring about more emphasis on   
respecting each other. 

 

What does this look like for us here at GK? 

While a key emphasis in RRE is about preventing violence against women, we know that by focusing on building our        
students to be RESILIENT and RESPECTFUL citizens who acknowledge and allow the RIGHTS of all people, we will be 
creating a culture that prevents violence against all. 
 

Prior to the Respectful Relationships approach being released by the Victorian State Government, we at GK were already 
committed to building a Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) platform that addressed many key foci within this initiative. Our 
KidsMatter framework not only looks explicitly at building and supporting strong mental health within our community, it      
focuses on establishing and strengthening respectful relationships in a whole school approach. 
 

Our Resilience Project focus this year introduced the next layer in developing a toolkit of strategies for our community to use 
in combatting mental health and resilience challenges - Empathy, Gratitude & Mindfulness. These three research driven 
strategies have anchored our SEL program this year with weekly lessons occurring in every classroom. 
 

Alongside this, the GK SEL Team are in the process of aligning the Victorian Curriculum Personal and Social and Health 
and Physical Education standards with comprehensive learning materials designed to develop our students’ social,         
emotional and positive relationship skills. The Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships (RRRR) learning materials 
with which we are referencing cover eight topics of Social and Emotional Learning across all levels of primary and secondary       
education: Emotional Literacy, Personal Strengths, Positive Coping, Problem Solving, Stress Management, Help Seeking, 
Gender and Identity, and Positive Gender Relationships. We are not using these activities to form our SEL approach, merely 
adapting and adding activities that compliment what we already do.    
    

In the primary years, the focus is on treating everyone with respect and dignity and in the secondary years, the subject 
builds on this by teaching students about the relationship between gender and power. 
(The Resilience, Rights & Respectful Relationships teaching materials are available online:  
education.vic.gov.au/respectfulrelationships) 

 

As with every new initiative or approach, we at GK will be using all available research and support materials to further 
strengthen what we currently do in the context of our student and community needs. The topics of Gender and Identity and 
Positive Gender Relations incorporates new vocabulary that may cause initial alarm to our parent community. Some of the 
activities within the topics above suggest coverage of content that may be sensitive to the beliefs of some of our families. I 
would like to say that we are committed to working in partnership with you as the primary educator of your children and in 
saying this, will not be addressing any content we have not previously covered without your full awareness and support prior. 
Rest assured that our primary focus is on building respectful, strong and empowered young people, regardless of their     
gender - and this is how we are approaching our GK SEL framework. 
 

The opportunity to partner with St Helena Secondary in embedding a further component to our SEL approach is an exciting 
one as we are able to establish strong  relationships between our two schools with the aim of cementing a fluid, continuous 
SEL program that network school can also partner in.  
 

You will not be hearing anything new from us - we are already working within the Respectful Relationships approach - but 
know that we will are up-levelling our GK approach continuously to ensure we are doing the very best to support your      
children to be the very best versions of themselves and appreciate what this means for all around them. 
 

Leanne Tingwell 

Sample Activities from the Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships curriculum content 

PREP ONE  and TWO THREE and FOUR FIVE and SIX 

What does being 

brave look like? 

Everyone can be 

strong and gentle 

         I can help my friends 

         What is fair play? 

         The opposite of violence is 

         respect 

 

  Understanding strong emotions 

  Investigating gender roles in   

  children’s media 

         Introducing the concept of self-talk 

         Growing awareness of human    

         rights 

         Thinking about trust and courage 
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Student of the MonthStudent of the MonthStudent of the MonthStudent of the Month    

AUGUST YEAR 3AUGUST YEAR 3AUGUST YEAR 3AUGUST YEAR 3----4444    

CANTEEN 

GRADE 

3 

Lachlan H 

3F 

Riley C 

3F 

Jack B 

3F 

Shelby B 

3R 

Jackson W 

3R 

Lachlan B 

3W 

Reilly E 

3W 

Jessica M 

3/4A 

Ben F 

3/4A 

Ebony J 

3/4A 

    

GRADE 

4 

Jessica F 

4W 

Aamon U 

4W 

Tijana L 

4H 

Isobel L 

4H 

Tobias B 

4H 

Paige M 

4P 

Hope G 

4P 

Congratulations to our Year 3-4 students.  Your certificates will be awarded to you on 

Monday during our  assembly.  

SPECIAL UNTIL SOLD OUT – 200ml UHT Full Cream Milk $1.00 

Remember to get in your FAB FOOTY FEAST Special Lunch order for Thursday 21st September (last day of term) if you want to partici-

pate.  All order must be completed by 4pm Thursday 14th September.     

No need to send the form back if you have paid on QKR – just make sure it has gone through by checking your receipts.  If you are pay-
ing cash please make sure you complete all sections of the form and add up the totals correctly.  Incorrect money will result in 
items being left off the order.  Helpers can complete the bottom of the form, put their name on QKR when completing the order or contact 

me via sms or email. 

Canteen Specialists will be supplying the Franks, Party Pies, Sauce, Drinks & Chips.  Woolworths St Helena will be supplying the Hot Dog 

Rolls, Donuts & Cookies. 

Helpers are needed on the following days should you be available, and we are very happy to have ‘one off pop ins’ as well as a firm once 

a month commitments:   

  1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th Tuesday; 1st Wednesday; 1st or 3rd Thursday 

I can be contacted on 9431-1599, Tues to Thurs 8.30am to1.30pm & Fri 11.15am to 1.30pm, or email cunning-

ham.suzanne.s@edumail.vic.gov.au , or sms 0408 172 778. Cheers Suzi 

DAY & DATE NAMES 

Tues 12th Sept B Lowe 
Wed 13th Sept N Peerman; L Pugsley 

Thurs 14th Sept N Campbell-Kerr; S Diaz 

Fri 15th Sept K Jackson; S Grant; K Stanner 
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Sunday 25th March 2018 

10am to 3pm 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

The date for the 2018 Glen Katherine Primary School MEGA FETE has been set.  

It will be held on: 

Sunday 25th March 2018.  Put it in your diary now!  
 

 

How can you help? 
Get involved early – we need your help now!  Please consider how you can  

help and let us know as soon as possible.   

Can you help with any of the following: 

 
Keep up to date...... 

GK Mega Fete – 25th 

 March 2018 

For any enquiries please contact 

Sharon Murphy on 0407 829 036 

or Carol Kovacic on 0407 367 318 

 

 

Sponsors:  Get in early to maximise your exposure as a sponsor!  Sponsorship packages at various levels are 

available.   

Donations:   Let us know what you have to donate & we will think of a way to use it!   

Raffle Prizes??  Auction Items?? 

Stall Coordinators:  WOW we have secured some coordinators – Thank you mums & dads!  There are MANY positions 

still available.  If you have a particular interest or you would like to run an activity but are not sure what 

there is, let us know asap.  There is something for everyone. 

New Ideas: These are always welcome.  We have a few fete favourites that we MUST have but new ideas will always be 

considered. 

Demonstration Groups (for our demonstration arena) or Musical Performers/Groups (for our main stage):  Would 

your club or group like to perform at the fete? Buskers are a new Idea ….. do you know any??? 

Supplier contact details / Discount offers:  Can you offer supplies at discounted rates for the things we have to buy?  

Do you know someone who can?   

Printing :  We would really appreciate the assistance of a printer, so if you or somebody you know is in this field we 

would LOVE to discuss how they could assist us. 

Famous friends & family:  Do you have a celebrity friend or family member who might be interested in supporting the 

fete in any way eg. performing, presentation of prizes, guest appearance, autographs, photographs, signed 

memorabilia, etc? 
Here’s a sneak peek of things so far! The Rides are booked 2018 - Cyclone!!! Vintage Fire Engine Rides, Petting 
Farm, Dunk a Teacher, Competitions, Showbags, Craft & Gifts, Side Show Alley, Choc Toss, Cake Stall, Fabulous GK Ca-
fé, Lollies/Fairy Floss & Mystery Bags.  

 

GK Mega Fete 2018 - Expression of Interest 
 

Name:  ……………………………………………………………………………….. Phone:

 …………………………………………………………..  
 

Email: …………………………………………………………………………  Child’s Name: ………………………………      

Grade: ………… 
 

Area of interest/Offer: 
 

H Sponsor  H Donations    H New Idea   H Demonstration (Groups, clubs, etc) 
 

H Stall Coordinator H Supplier contact H Celebrity  H Other: ………………………………………….. 
 

Comments/Details: 

  

** Please return this slip to school or send us an email (gkfete@gmail.com). 
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FREE Work-
shops 

  

 MONDAYS: 
30th OCT 
 6th NOV 
13th NOV 
20th NOV 

  

3.45 - 4:15pm 

___ 

 

  

st helena secondary col-
lege 
Wallowa Road  

Eltham North 3095 

www.sthelena.vic.e
du.au 

9438 8500 

  

 

ST HELENA SECONDARY COLLEGE 

CONNECTIONS 
WORKSHOP SELECTIONS 2017: 
FOR GRADE 5 & GRADE 6 STUDENTS 

  

Students can now sign-up online for any ONE of the following work-
shops: 

ANIMATION – learn design using SketchUp and Photoshop 

MATHS – solving problems with patterns (extended level) 

FOOD TECH – create cuisine in a professional kitchen 

  

  

ART – create artwork with a range of materials 

THEATRE – practice techniques in stage performance 

  

When booking a place on Connections, please be advised 
that students should nominate their preferred workshops. 
The final program will be based on the most popular selec-

tions. Courses that do not have enough numbers are un-
likely to run. 

  

Please use the following link to complete reserve a 

place on the program and to nominate your preferred courses: 

  

www.surveymonkey.com/r/StHelenaConnections2018 

  

  

  

 

  



COMMUNITY NEWS 



COMMUNITY NEWS 


