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Children, Teachers, Parents:  A partnership for the future 

LEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION    

OPEN MORNING 
Next week across Victorian Government schools, it is Education Week. It’s a time to 
recognise the work that goes on in our state schools, the opportunities that are provid-
ed and it’s also a time to celebrate our diversity and culture that can be both similar or 
different, depending on schools, their priorities, their sense of community, their loca-
tion, whether city, country etc. 

Wednesday 23rd May our school is having an OPEN MORNING between 9am and 11am. During this time, par-
ents, carers, family, friends and community are welcome to visit our school to view learning at GK. Visitors can 
walk into any part of the school during this time, visiting classrooms and specialist areas to see students work-
ing. Our School Captains will be greeting visitors as they arrive with a smile and directions if required. You are 
very welcome to visit your child’s classroom/s on the morning, even for a short period of time. 

PREP ENROLMENTS for 2019 being taken now 
 

We have already received many prep enrolments for 2019. If you have a child starting school at 
GK in 2019 I encourage you to return an enrolment form to the office before the end of this 
term. By the end of this term we will be moving to future planning of classes and transition pro-
grams so ensuring we know our tentative numbers by then is important. Enrolment forms can 
be downloaded from our website or picked up at our front office. If you know of anyone who 

would benefit from this information please pass it on.  
 
NAPLAN 
This week our Year 3 and Year 5 students have participated in NAPLAN assessment tasks. The assessments 
have run over three days assessing writing, language conventions, reading and maths. This assessment occurs 
annually throughout the country and is used to gin a measure of National and State Wide Learning traction. At 
our school level, students results will be released later in Term 3 and this will be sent home to all families with 
an explanation of their child’s results. 
Our students have approached the rigour of test conditions exceptionally well, and while we have articulated the 
importance of ‘doing your best’, we have also spoken to the students about this being only one test in each cur-
riculum area—it will tell us something about your learning but it will in no way tell us everything about you as a 
learner and person. 
 
MOTHER’S DAY STALL THANKS 

 
A very big thanks to Sharon Murphy, PFA members and other parents 
and friends for bringing together the very successful Mother’s Day stall 
again this year. Sharon devotes her time to sourcing all the goodies 
which I’m sure are now cherished pieces, making mums and special fe-
males feel loved and special. Thanks Sharon and team. 
 
 
 

 
‘MADDY’S COLOURS’ DAY 
A reminder that JSC and our student community are looking forward to supporting Maddy Fox in her quest for 
more personal bests at the World Down Syndrome Swimming Olympics in Canada in July this year. Get your 
purple, pink or green and gold splashes of colour ready to wear on Friday 25th May. 
Gold coin donation on this day is our paying it forward token. Maddy will be joining us at assembly tomorrow to 
ignite our kids in dreaming big and showing kindness, something we do well at GK.  
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ASSEMBLY INFORMATION 

As we head into the cooler months we know assemblies can be a bit chilly. We have committed however to 
assemblies going ahead unless it is very wet and rainy—testing our resilience and grit. Obviously we need to 
be considerate of the amount of time children are outside and for this reason only priority items will be 
placed on the agenda for the day. If we have a last minute cancellation we will make every attempt to notify 
parents via Skoolbag. 
 

 

NEW REPORT FORMAT ON ITS WAY 

Strengthening our partnership with our parent community through strong communication and transparency is 
a priority for us. One way we have approached this is by evaluating how effective our current school reports 
are in sharing critical learning information to you about your child’s progress. Teachers spend countless 
hours preparing reports for you that we don’t particularly agree is the best means of communication to you. 
As a result, our staff have been working away at a new reporting format that removes the lengthy para-
graphs of reading. School Council have provided feedback from a parent perspective on what they deem as 
critical in communicating student progress effectively. Instead we have developed skill statements that align 
to what your child has experienced this semester, also indicating key learnings that are benchmarks of 
achievement. New to this report will be a Social and Emotional Learning page as well as each individual 
Specialist teacher using skill statements and measures for each child. The report that you see at the end of 
this term is the FIRST ATTEMPT at transitioning into a reporting cycle that makes sense, is easily under-
stood and demonstrates a solid understanding of your child and their progress. Our aim is to have a format 
that has been revised and confirmed to start the 2019 year. We look forward to sharing this draft report with 
you and gaining feedback to strengthen the communication to you. 
 

 

OUR SCHOOL IN REVIEW 

This year brings our current four year School Strategic Plan to an end and moves us into a School Review 
Process. All schools enter a School Review in the fourth year of their Strategic Plan with the aim of acknowl-
edging and celebrating achievements, evaluating and reflecting on impact gain against key improvement 
strategies and to consider what did we miss? Through this process community engagement is critical. I will 
be encouraging feedback and insight sharing from you, our parents, in setting the ‘where to now?’ in building 
the next 2019 - 2022 Strategic Plan. Our Student Voice is a critical component of this process too, with chil-
dren across the school having an opportunity to share thoughts and ideas collaboratively and independently 
through student forums.  
 
 
Have a great fortnight 

Leanne TingwellLeanne TingwellLeanne TingwellLeanne Tingwell    

Paper! Paper! Paper!  

The prep students require lots of paper, as they are busy little bees 
who enjoy construction. In particular, any large, thick, white paper or 
cardboard (not boxes) would be perfect.  

If you have or know someone who is willing to donate this kind of pa-
per, please let Mrs Totino know.  

SPEAKING OF KINDNESS... 
I would like to thank the Alder Family who delivered some pretty impressive ottomans and two classy coffee 
tables to school for use anywhere needed. These were in boxes and quickly unpacked with excitement at the 
prospect of use. Thanks and gratitude to you Alder Family—very much appreciated. 



Next week our teachers are digging deep into 

maths learning and adding to their existing 

knowledge in maths—particularly number and 

the developmental continuum of learning for 

our students. 

Last term our Curriculum Day involved all staff    

participating in a ‘BIG IDEAS IN NUMBER’ 

focused learning opportunity with Di Sie-

mon, RMIT lecturer and well known maths 

expert. 

WHAT WE KNOW 

OVER THE FOLLLOWING LINKLETTERS WE WILL SHARE INFOR-

MATION WITH YOU TO  HIGHLIGHT THE BIG IDEAS EXPECTED TO BE 

NAILED AT EACH YEAR LEVEL. 

LET’S START WITH PREP (FOUNDATION) 

TRUSTING THE COUNT 
BETWEEN FOUNDATION AND YEAR 1 our students need to nail a concept known 

as  TRUSTING THE COUNT. This relates to children knowing more than just count-

ing numbers. When your child is able to demonstrate the ability to trust the count 

they show that they know everything about a number - symbolically, visually and in 

written form. Here are some skills that you can expect to see: 

  

Understanding one to one correspondence 
Recognising a collection no matter how it 

is arranged 

Recognising that the last number counted 

represents the number in the collection 

Knowing the number names and 

sequence and matching 

names/numerals to collections less 

than 10 

Reading, writing and using the words and 

numerals for the numbers 0-9 

Recognising collections without counting 

(subitising) 

Counting to high numbers is good 

but it is not a measure of full, deep 

number knowledge. 

Exploring counting, patterns and         

representing numbers in a range of 

ways (dice, dominoes, cards) are 

great family tasks to support this 

concept. 

MATHEMATICS BIG IDEAS 

ACHIEVING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCEACHIEVING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCEACHIEVING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCEACHIEVING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE    
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Celebrating Our KidsCelebrating Our KidsCelebrating Our KidsCelebrating Our Kids    

I love when kids come to me 

and say…’I feel proud!’ 

I had this again happen yes-

terday with Lachie coming to 

me with his writing, confi-

dently and proudly stating, 

‘I’m proud of the amount of 

detail I have put into my writ-

ing.’ Lachie then read his    

detailed recount to me about 

his experience on the Year 1 

local walk. 

it’s great when kids know when 

they’ve grown and how.  Just sharing 

one snapshot of ‘Look how much 

you’ve grown’ moments in our school. 

KEEP TALKING AND UP-

LEVELLING YOUR KIDS  

CONVERSATION WITH CHAL-

LENGING VOCABULARY.  Our 

kids writing is really developing 

with progress being shown across 

the school in our BIG WRITE pro-

cesses. Talking and sharing vocab-

ulary at home helps this—thanks 

for supporting this. We are seeing 

the benefits. 

Manga Drawing with Artist Kenny Chan 

 

This term the children in Years 1 to 4 

have had the opportunity to work with Man-

ga Artist Kenny Chan.  Manga is a Japanese 

style of comic. Manga has a very long his-

tory, some well know Manga comics  are As-

tro Boy and Pokémon. Throughout the ses-

sions the      children explored the ba-

sics in how to draw anime characters. We 

look  forward to showcasing some of the 

children’s work in Term 3 at the Art Show. 

Primary School Captain’s Lunch  

On Wednesday 16th May, the Glen Katherine School Captains; Cameron, Jemma and Mia, were invited to the an-
nual School Captain’s lunch at St Martins of Tour Primary School. 

 

Members of Parliament: Hon Bruce Atkinson MLC, Mary Wooldridge and 
Richard Dalla-Riva were there along with school captains from around 12 oth-
er local primary schools. The event is organised to recognise the role of stu-
dents as school captains and to give them an opportunity to meet each other 
and talk about leadership with their local Members of Parliament. 
School Captains started the lunch by introducing themselves – what school 
they are from, what their interests are and what is the one thing that makes 
their primary school great. 
Cameron, Jemma and Mia shared their insights about Glen Katherine: 
 

Jemma: what is great about Glen Katherine  - all grade 6 students get to 
make a difference, not just school captains. Every grade 6 student has a lead-
ership responsibility. 
Mia: what is great about Glen Katherine  - we all come together as one and appreciate the time we have together. 
Cameron:  what is great about Glen Katherine – we have a strong policy against bullying. Everyone works togeth-
er to prevent bullying. 
 

It was a great afternoon and valuable opportunity for Glen Katherine School Captains to chat with other captains 
and discuss their beliefs and roles in the school. 
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Student of the MonthStudent of the MonthStudent of the MonthStudent of the Month    

APRIL APRIL APRIL APRIL     

Prep   PREP T 

Ben G 

PREP T 

Lucia C 

PREP L 

Ruben C 

PREP P 

Aydin K 

PREP P 

Dayne E 

 

PREP F 

Oliver K 

 

PREP R 

Velva B 

Grade 1  

and  

Grade 2 

1/2L   

Sam P 

1/2L  

Lily W 

1B   

Liezel C 

1B  

Jesse S 

1N 

Tom B 

 

1N   

Beau D 

1N 

Ellie D 

1M   

Teia R 

 1M 

Grorge S 

  2S 

Bella I 

2S 

Charli L 

2C 

William G 

2C 

Eleanor H 

2J 

Isabel H 

2J   

Eliza U 

       

Grade 3  

and 

 Grade 4 

3R  

Eric W 

3R   

Arden C 

3R   

Lara K 

3W   

Isabelle  B 

3W 

Jack D 

3W   

Tyler V 

3/4J  

Brody S 

3/4J 

Lara E 

 

3/4J 

Jamie A 

4A 

Shelby B 

 

4A   

Will P 

4A 

Agastya S 

4H  

Cassie W 

4H 

Emmett Mc 

4H 

Jaya M 

 

4P 

Maskim N 

4P 

Connor H 

4P 

Eloise B 

   

Grade 5  

and  

Grade 6 

5D  

Jess W 

 

5D   

Keeley G 

5D 

Isobel L 

5K 

Alex G 

5K   

Hope G 

5O   

Lucas H 

5O 

Lisiana I 

5G   

Matisse M 

5G 

Cameron W 

6V   

Mike L 

6V 

Marko N 

6V  

Aimee B 

6G 

Daniel G  

6G 

Adele M 

 

6G 

Jessica O 

6K 

Zac 

6K 

Molly B 

        

SPECIALISTS  SCIENCE 

 

 

1B 

Chloe V 

 

1B 

Grace S 

 

ART 

 

1B 

Sebastian D 

 

1N 

Noah A 

 

 

 

The Arts 

 

2C 

Darcy S 

 

2J 

Maggie O 

 

2S 

Harry P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Congratulations to all of our APRIL SOTM achievers. 

We will be presenting our P-6 awards on FRIDAY 18th MAY.  



IMPORTANT DATES FOR  TERM 2 
Month Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
APR/MAY 

Week 3 

 1 MEETING/PFA 

night 7.30pm 

Regional Footy   

Trials 

2 Regional Boys 

Soccer Trials         

Gr1 & 2 Local      

History Excursion 

3 Linkletter 

Visual Art Incur-

sion Yr2 

4 Assembly 2.10pm  

 

MAY 

Week 4 

7 

  

 8     Division        

Basketball Trials 

9  School Council 

7.30pm 

 10 Mother’s Day 

Stall 

Visual Art Incur-

sion Yr1 

 11 Assembly 2.10pm  

P-2 April SOTM         

presented 

MAY 

Week 5 

14   15  NAPLAN Yr3 & 

Yr5 

 16  NAPLAN Yr3 & 

Yr5 

School Captains 

Council Lunch 

 17 NAPLAN Yr3 & 

Yr5 

Linkle�er 

  

18 Assembly 2.10pm  

3-6 April SOTM         pre-

sented 

MAY 

Week 6 

21 CURRICULUM 

DAY - Students do 

not a�end 

22  District Cross 

Country 

23 OPEN MORNING 

9am—11am 

Ar6st in Residence 

Workshop 

 24  

 

 

25  Assembly 2.10pm  

MAY 

Week 7 

28  Life Ed Van  29 Life Ed Van  30  Life Ed Van 

Ar6st in Residence 

Workshop 

31 Linkle�er  1 Assembly 2.10pm  

P-2 May SOTM         pre-

sented 

JUNE 

Week 8 

4  5 MEETING/PFA 

night 7.30pm 

  

6   7 

 

8 Assembly 2.10pm  

3-6 May SOTM         pre-

sented 

JUNE 

Week 9 

11  QUEEN’S         

BIRTHDAY  

12 13 District Cross    

Country 

14 Linkle�er 15 Assembly 2.10pm  

  

JUNE 

Week 

10 

18 19 20 School Council 

7.30pm 

Regional Cross 

Country 

21 22 Assembly 2.10pm  

JUNE 

Week 

11 

25 26 27   28 Linkle�er 

Student Reports 

Available 

29 Assembly at 1.50pm     

Dismissal at 2.30pm  

P-6 June SOTM           

Presented 
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REMINDER OF STUDENT FREE DAYS FOR  2018 

Students do not come to school on these days 

These days are used by teachers for professional learning or administration tasks and have been approved by School 

Council. 

TERM 2 -  MONDAY 21st MAY                  Term 2 finishes Friday 29th June@2.30pm 

TERM 3 -  WEDNESDAY 1st AUGUST     Term 3 finishes Friday 21st September@2.30pm 

TERM 4 -  MONDAY 5th NOVEMBER      Term 4 finishes Thursday 20th December@3.00pm 



CANTEEN 

 

 QKR order cut off is at 8.20am each day 
 

Hopefully everyone taking part in our Sensational Sushi Biggest Morning Lunch today has enjoyed having something different to our usual 
canteen fare. We have collected over $150 for the Cancer Council of Victoria while enjoying this treat.  

 

ROSTER:  We have spaces available on the following days if you are free to help. It is once a month unless you’d like to do more 9am to 
11.45am – 

3rd Tuesday; 2nd & 4th Wednesday; 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Thursday .  If we could fill the Thursdays as soon as possible that would be out-
standing. 

 

I can be contacted in the canteen Tues to Thurs 9am to 1.30pm or Fri 11.30am to 1.30pm, via cunning-
ham.suzanne.s@edumail.vic.gov.au or by dropping a note in your grade lunch tub. 

 

Cheers, Suzi Cunningham 

DAY & DATE NAMES 

Tues 22nd May S Mifsud; C McFarlane 

Wed 23rd May L Mills 

Thurs 24th May S King 

Fri 25th May B Lowe; S Ktistakis; K Wishart 

Tues 29th May F Tragardh; R Diffey 

Wed 30th May N Peerman 

Thurs 31st May N Campbell-Kerr 

Fri 1st June L Cooperwaite; J Robertshaw; K Hol-
ford 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

T-shirt #     (light blue) 

Short-sleeved Polo shirt #                  (light blue) 

Long-sleeved Polo shirt #                   (light blue) 

Polar Fleece Windcheater #                (royal blue) 

Bomber Jacket #                                 (royal blue) 

Bootleg Pants – fine fabric  (girls)  (royal blue) 

Straight leg pants (boys) 

Short-sleeved Summer Dress with GK check 

Skorts                   (royal blue) 

Pleated sports skirt                  (royal blue) 

Winter Pinafore/Skirt with GK check by order only 

Draw-string Shorts    (royal blue) 

Broad-brimmed hat                 (royal blue) 

Socks                                  (white/blue/black – no logo) 

Tights                             (navy blue/black) 

Plain Scarves                   (royal blue) 

Plain Beanie #                 (royal blue) 

Vest #                  (royal blue) 

Raincoat    (royal blue) 

 

FOOTWEAR 
Footwear must be appropriate for the activities undertaken that 
day. Open toed shoes are not to be worn.  Lightweight, slip-on 
style ballet slippers or canvas footwear is not considered appro-

priate. 
 
# All of these items have school logo 
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UNIFORM REMINDER 

As the winter weather hits, layers of clothing becomes a 
must for our children to remain warm. It is expected that 
children are still wearing uniform requirements as seen 
here. Occasionally there may be a need for students to 
have a clothing item not identified as uniform however this 
should be a rare occasion. 

Lately it is evident that some children are wearing          
windcheaters and pants not within uniform expectations. It 
is also noticeable that girls are wearing black tracksuit pants 
under skirts. Black tights or blues tights are the only         
acceptable attire under skirts. All other pants must be royal 
blue in colour.  

Can I encourage students to also be coming to school with 
a jumper or jackets to keep them warm when playing out-
side or standing at assemblies in the chilly weather. 

Thanks 

Due to Monday being a Curriculum day  
Qkr uniform orders will be processed on 

Tuesday  
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CANTEEN ROSTER 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NAME: ________________________________________________________               PHONE NO.: ______________ 

  

CHILD’S NAME: ________________________________________________         GRADE (in 2018): 

-----------____________ 

  

Once a month (please circle your preferred day) 

  

                  TUESDAY                     WEDNESDAY                      THURSDAY                   FRIDAY 

 

 

One way to put a smile on your child’s face is to become one of our valued volunteers in the Canteen!  The excitement is 

written all over their faces as they come up to see you helping us in such an important role.  All we ask is for a small commit-

ment of a few hours of your time (9am to 11.45am) once a month.  

 

Being on our Emergency List is also a great way to assist us as quite often we know we will be short the day before and can 

give you early notice. 

 

Feel free to pop in and chat to us Tuesdays to Thursdays between 9.30am and 1.30pm to find out all about how the canteen 

works and how you can help. 

 

NB: Unfortunately, no younger children are allowed to come with parents who work in our Canteen as it is an Occupational 

Health and Safety issue.  Also government regulations require all persons working and volunteering with children 

to have a Working With Children card.  This is free to Volunteers (there is a small fee if you don’t have a current passport 

size photo) and forms can be downloaded & lodged at your local Post Office. 

 

Thanks for your time, 

 

Suzi Cunningham (Canteen Manager)   

 

 

PUT A SMILE ON YOUR CHILD’S FACE                      

…. And on ours’ as well! 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Kumon Greensborough 

Education Centre 

Instructor; Magdalene Kong 

tel; 0433 113 763 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 


