
Special points of interest 

 The school day begins at 8.40am and 
concludes at 3pm. This early drop off 
and pick up aligns to St Helena    
Secondary School’s times also. 

 We have an early lunch break 
(11.10am—12 noon) which ensures 
children are well nourished and have 
had some recreational time before 
further learning sessions from 
12noon—1.40pm. At 1.40pm, there 
is another designated eating time for 
all students prior to going off to play 
in the grounds. The early lunch break 
works very well and during warmer 
weather, the students have their 
longer outside time earlier in the 
day, before the weather gets too 
hot. 

 We have a canteen that provides 
lunches to students. Tuesday-Friday 

 A First Aid officer oversees first aid 
and those children who have special 
health / medical issues e.g. asthma, 
allergies etc.  

 GK Out of School Hours Care       
program provides before and after 
school care as well as a holiday care 
and curriculum day program.  It 
operates for 49 weeks of the year. 

 We have a supervised pick-up and  
drop-off zone whereby cars can 
enter the staff car park and  do a 
quick 1-2 min. stop whilst children 
get in or out of the car. This zone  
helps to reduce street congestion 
before & after school. 

What are the school’s learning priorities? 
We see literacy and numeracy as being essential foundations for future learning and hence 

these curriculum areas are our key priorities.  At least fifteen hours weekly are devoted to 

literacy and numeracy teaching. Like all Victorian schools we have implemented the Victorian 

Curriculum to frame our standards and expectations of learning. This curriculum includes 

Science, the Arts, Humanities, Physical Education, Health & Personal Development, Mandarin 

Language and Information & Communications Technology (ICT). 

At Glen Katherine, we provide a teaching and learning environment which supports students 

in their learning, challenges them and excites them to want to learn more. Our engaging   

curriculum is designed to stimulate curiosity and creativity, at the same time, build personal 

skills, understandings, knowledge and growing independence.  

We believe that all children are capable of learning and work to ensure continual progress is 

made. Building confidence and self esteem are critical in the development of the whole child. 

Class activities and programs take into account different learning styles which include visual, 

auditory, technological and physical learning. Please see our Vision Statement for further 

elaboration of what we value and believe in at GK. 

How large is Glen Katherine?  
Glen Katherine’s enrolment for 2020 is 580 students with 25 classes. Classes range in size year 

to year with this year classes ranging in size from 18-19 in Preps, 22-25 in our Junior School 

(Years 1-2), 22-25 in our Middle School (Years 3-4) and 25-30 in our Senior School (Years 5-6). 

This year, we have five Prep classes. The school is organized into Foundation (Prep), Junior 

School (1-2), Middle School (3-4) and Senior School (5-6). A visit will show the extent of our 

grounds and range of our programs, all of which provide an excellent setting and learning 

environment with adequate indoor and outdoor spaces for every child. Our staff has a       

diversity of skills and experiences which means we are able to place the right people in the 

right positions to maximize team work and learning opportunities for students. 

What specialist programs are offered?  
We offer specialist sessions in Science, Physical Education and Sport and Visual Arts for all 

children P-6. A specialised GK Kitchen and Food /Sustainability  program exists for our Year 3 

& 4 students. A Mandarin Language Program is offered P-6. GK is recognized as a 5 star      

Science & Sustainability school in recognition of the great work we are doing in this area. We 

have a strong P-6 Science & Sustainability program and an extremely well resourced Science 

room and outdoor environmental precinct complete with frog ponds, community garden and 

chooks. Private instrumental lessons are also offered in guitar, piano, keyboard, drums and 

singing.  

What if my child is experiencing learning difficulties?  
From initial teacher assessments and observations along with information provided by       

parents and pre-schools, a child may appear to be struggling with some of the curriculum 

content and / or behavior expectations. Where this occurs, the class teacher will involve the 

parents in discussions about approaches being used, how to support at home and in some 

cases, the school may recommend a referral to another agency e.g. Speech pathologist,     

psychologist, audiologist etc. Our school’s welfare and wellbeing Assistant Principal, Shannon 

Whelan,  is a useful resource and assists parents where additional support may be needed. 

We also have an Intervention Teacher who offers student support in classrooms and/or          

will withdraw students for small group work if required. Parents would be notified of this.  
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How do you cater for students with advanced learning skills? 
During February and into term 1, our teachers undertake a range of assessments designed to identify a student’s skills and abilities, even in 

Prep. Initial assessment data, along with daily observations of students, builds a composite picture of individual and cohort data which then 

forms the basis for teaching and learning programs. Where students show advanced skills, their learning plan will be focused on what they 

need to know next as the learning of literacy and numeracy is continuum based. Sometimes we find that whilst a child has advanced skills in 

one area, they may not have depth of understanding due to rote learning and hence there is a need to investigate further and ensure the child 

has a working understanding of what, why, when and how etc.  At primary school level, children are taught in a range of ways including       

individually, in small or larger groups, depending on need. Not everyone learns at the same pace which necessitates different tasks being   

allocated to different students during literacy and numeracy sessions. In this way, teachers are able to cater more effectively for individual 

learning needs. We do also have a fluid extension program that invites students each term to participate in extension focused tasks over a 

range of curriculum. This program is called IGNITE and students are selected by teachers using assessment, knowledge of skills and work ethic/

approach.  

Will my child have access to technology?  
Students from Prep to Year 6 have ready access to technology in their classrooms. Trolleys of notebooks are allocated to each grade level as 

well as a bank of Ipads P-4. Our Year 5 & 6 students participate in A Bring Your Own iPad program. ICT skills and cyber safety are taught from 

Prep to Year 6 with skill development along a learning continuum. Computers are used as tools for learning and as a source of communication 

with parents, with all students creating a live digital portfolio to share learning.  At primary school level, access to ICT is very important where 

and when appropriate. Embracing ICT is important but it should not replace the need though for students to develop sound social,              

communication and cooperative skills which require young children to talk, work and learn together. 

How does the school keep in touch with parents?  
Strong home-school relations are imperative in helping a child to experience success at school. Ways that we help parents to stay informed 

are:- COMPASS Parent Portal which includes frequent push notifications on phones and via email; a fortnightly online Linkletter; an up to date 

website with a range of information for parents; special information bulletins; parent teacher meetings; student reports; parent information 

sessions; along with direct contact by teachers (notes, emails, phone calls, meetings etc.) 

What opportunities are there for parents to get involved at the school?  
Parents are very welcome to get involved with the school. Ways to get involved include:- assisting in classrooms; helping at the canteen;    

joining the PFA or School Council and helping out on a committee of choice; being a grade communicator;  helping at Mothers’ Day & Fathers’ 

Day stalls; assisting in the Uniform shop; assisting on an excursion, camp, sport or at special school events; supporting fund raising events;      

attending and helping out at working bees etc. We have a very active Parents & Friends group who supports the school in a range of ways. 

Joining the PFA is a great way for new parents to meet others and get involved in supporting a range of worthwhile programs across the 

school. The 2018 Mega Fete was a typical example of the work of parents on the Fete committee. Two years in the making, the Mega Fete is a 

fantastic community event which raises valuable funds for the school, funds which go directly into making school improvements. We have our 

2020 Mega Fete in October this year. As a consequence of funds raised at previous fetes, we have been able to complete a shelter and  garden 

area at the lower end of the car park , provide new outdoor tables and seating and develop a new garden and outside seating area down near 

the tennis courts and new furniture for students. A new Middle School playground is currently on order, ready to be installed, due to the    

generosity and commitment of our PFA and wonderful GK community.  

Do the children go on excursions? 
In any given year, students across the year levels participate in a range of extra-curricular activities that are designed to complement the class 

teaching and learning program. These extra-curricular activities may take place out in the community as well as at school. Excursions to the 

zoo, camps, walks in the local community, swimming, athletics, visiting speakers, performers, etc. are all examples of the types of                 

extra-curricular activities that students are involved in across the school. Given the costs involved in running extra–curricular activities,        

especially excursions outside the school, we do try to keep the number of excursions to 2-3 each year. Parent assistance is always welcomed 

on excursions although there is a limit to the number of extra adults that can be taken. Parents who attend an excursion do so in a supervisory 

role and must have a Working with Children card. We do have a Prep—Year 6 camping program that begins with a Prep breakfast at school. In 

year 1, the students have an out of uniform and special activity day at school. In year 2, they spend a day at a camp site experiencing a range 

of different camp activities. From years 3—6, there is an annual opportunity for students to attend a camp venue for 2 nights and 3 days. 

Do you have composite classes?  
Each year we consider the best class structures possible to maintain desirable class sizes and positive learning environments. Enrolments vary 

year to year and while we are predominantly a straight grade school, we do have composite classes which are a mix of students across two 

grade levels (E.g. Grade 1/2) that help to alleviate high class numbers. It is important to understand that a straight grade of students has a 

composite mix of abilities and a composite class is no different. Teachers are skilled at assessing students and knowing what they can and 

can’t do. In both a straight and composite grade, children’s abilities show a spread of achievement in literacy and numeracy and the teacher 

has to manage this and ensure each student is progressing at their level.  Contrary to some belief, composite classes do not hinder learning. 

Many primary schools have all composite classes or a mix of straight grades and composites. At Glen Katherine, we create composite classes 

when there is a need to do so. This year we  have five composite classes and twenty straight classes. There is a possibility in the near future 

that areas of the school may move to full composite structure to keep class sizes manageable and increase teaching team efficacy. 



What facilities do you have?  
We have a diverse range of facilities that would be the envy of many schools. Spread out over large, 

spacious and well maintained grounds we offer the following facilities:- 

An amazing sports precinct including an oval/soccer field, running track and netball/tennis courts; a 

full-sized basketball stadium; two synthetic surfaced tennis courts; a dedicated Science room and 

outdoor environmental learning space with frog ponds (GK gully); The GK Kitchen; an Arts centre 

comprising an Art room and Performance room; a multi purpose half-gym with adjacent multi      

purpose space and a communal kitchen; a canteen; ample shaded areas with verandas and a large 

shade structure over a central courtyard area; a large library/resource centre; several hard courts; a 

drop-off and pick up area in the staff car park; several adventure playgrounds, and a fitness circuit 

and sand pits. GK also runs an Out of School Hours Care Program (7am-8.40am & 3pm-6.30pm week 

days; Curriculum Day and school holiday care is also available). At GK, there is ample space for     

outdoor activities, both passive and active, along with excellent facilities for indoor learning.  
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How do you approach student management and Bullying? 
We believe that every child has the right to learn in a safe and respectful learning community. At the same time, everyone has to take   

responsibility for their own behavior as well as work cooperatively with others ensuring a positive, respectful and productive learning    

environment. We are proud of our Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) approach at GK. We believe in being proactive rather than reactive 

to student challenges and have a developed explicit school wide program that supports this. We link a range of strategies and approaches  

in developing our young people to be the very best version of self that they can be. Positive Psychology is linked with strong personal      

regulation strategies (Zones of Regulation approach), taught each week within a SEL program P-6. Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness 

(GEM) is common language and action at GK. Kindness is also a strong action that is fostered in our school and aligns to our values and   

approach to managing student conflict.  

We have a ‘Steps to Learning’ process in managing inappropriate behavior management across the school. Each year students explore why 

learning is important and what types of good learning behaviours help them to learn best. Students learn and know about positive and   

negative choices and the impact these have on self and others. By making positive choices they are STEPPING in the right direction and have 

a far better chance of achieving personal goals. Our school Values (Acceptance, Respect, Resilience, Responsibility and Excellence) are the 

foundation from which we build the Steps to Learning expectations and they are constantly reflected on throughout the school year.  

Many parents worry about bullying which is natural. Our first step is to ensure our students and parents have a clear understanding of what 

bullying is and what it is not. Bullying is when a person deliberately upsets, hurts or excludes another person on a regular basis with the 

intent to harm. One-off mean, hurtful or damaging behavior is not—although we know this also is not ok. We have a zero tolerance attitude 

towards bullying and within our SEL program, we explicitly focus on messages and strategies that support students in identifying what    

bullying is and how to manage this for self and others. We discuss Bystanders (watching from the side) and encourage Upstanders at GK, 

looking out for each other when needed. Unfortunately bullying can be found everywhere but we believe by teaching our children           

strategies to deal with this as well as developing empathy and kindness, the frequency of bullying behaviours can be significantly             

minimized. Kind behavior is a bullying antidote—bullying just cannot exist in a school of Kindness.  

If parents are aware of inappropriate behavior we need to know about it. By working in partnership we can act swiftly and manage the    

situation at hand. If we are aware we will act accordingly to ensure every child can return to a state of wellbeing. 

What is involved in the transition to school program?  
Throughout the year, there are numerous opportunities for prospective families to visit GK and learn more about the school. Pre-prep visits  

with kinders and for enrolled preps, as well as a comprehensive transition program is offered in term 4. Prospective preps will take part in 

class sessions as well as visit other program areas (e.g. Library, Science, Art). By the time preps begin school, they are generally very well 

acquainted with GK and therefore settle in smoothly. Transition information updates will be on the website (ENROLMENT tab) so keep a 

check on this. Information will also be distributed through Kinders. 



Where is the school located? 
Glen  Katherine PS is located in Calendonia Drive, Eltham North 

which is mid-way between Eltham and Diamond Creek. The 

school is adjacent to St Helena Secondary College which is where 

many of our year 6 students move to in Year 7. 

Being so close to St Helena SC, is that a 
problem? 
Both schools work together in the best interests of the students 

who attend either schools. We have a joint schools’ facilities    

committee that oversees the maintenance and use of the shared 

oval and hard courts area. Our timetables are carefully aligned so 

that the primary school students are not sharing the oval or hard 

courts at the same time as the college students. For example, 

lunch and recess times are different for both schools allowing 

either the college or GK students to have exclusive use of the oval 

and hard courts area. St Helena school hours are 8.30am—

2.48pm. The only time St Helena students can be seen on the GK 

site is either just before 8.30am or just prior to 3pm. As many of 

the St Helena students have siblings at Glen Katherine, the start 

and finish times for both schools are very convenient for drop off 

and pick up arrangements for parents. For most of our families, it 

is seen to be a real advantage to have both GK and St Helena SC 

so closely aligned. 
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We are here 

Glen Katherine P. S. Key Transition Staff 

PRINCIPAL: Leanne Tingwell  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (STUDENT WELLBEING &                        

ENGAGEMENT) : Shannon Whelan  

PREP TRANSITION COORDINATOR: Luisa Rinaldi 

      

Contact Information 
Ph: (03) 9431 1599  Email: glen.katherine.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  Website: www.glenkps.vic.edu.au   

Enrolment Questions 

Is the school zoned?  All schools sit within a designated school zone with the intent to encourage families to attend their closest 

schools. Whilst the majority of Prep enrolments come from the local area, a number of students do come from beyond the           

immediate catchment area.  Consideration of enrolment is determined by class sizes if outside our designated school zone. 
 

When are enrolment forms due? Preferably by the end of June and definitely no later than the end of August. Forward planning for 

the following year is undertaken from August onwards and enrolment information is critical for planning. Also, it is important for 

any enrolled Prep students to participate in the term 4 transition to school program. 
 

What happens after the enrolment form has been handed to the school? Parents will receive a letter/email confirming a place for your 

child. Your family details will be added to our communication data base and you will then receive any subsequent information       

including transition information. 
 

What if my child has special learning or medical needs? This information needs to be included in your child’s enrolment form. It is 

also advisable to contact the school and make an appointment to talk to one of the key staff members.  
 


