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Children, Teachers, Parents:  A partnership for the future 

LEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION    

Student Acknowledgement and Celebration 
I would like to congratulate all the students who have been selected to participated in the GATWAYS Program of late.           
GATEWAYS is an external program offered to students who demonstrate high level thinking, problem solving and academic     
potential. Students who have been chosen by their classroom teacher to partake have been attending a range of critical thinking 
and problem solving days at a range of venues during the school week. The buzz when the students return to share what they 
have learned, through collaboration with other students from other schools, is fabulous. Our value of excellence has been    
demonstrated solidly by this student group. 

I would also like to pat the back of every child who displayed courage and a ‘have a go’ attitude in auditioning for the acting and 
dance roles for our Term 3 Mary Poppins Production. Auditions are challenging as there is never going to be enough places for 
everyone and this can weigh heavily on the minds of our students. However, not getting into everything or coming in a place is a 
part of life and experiences l this builds the emotional intelligence, grit and tenacity of our students, as well as bringing our value 
of resilience to life.  

Last week our Regional Cross Country Team ran, representing themselves and GK admirably. Kayden, Jamie, Holly, Dylan,     
Vincent and Callum ran well, with Kayden, Dylan and Vincent moving to State level due to their 4th, 3rd and 11th placings.       
Outstanding effort and we look forward to hearing how they go.  

We congratulate Piper P and Callum P on their successful inclusion in the State Hockey Team. This brother and sister team     
participated in State trials early this term and we are very proud of their efforts. We look forward to sharing how they both go in 
representing Victoria in the upcoming state competition.  

Community Acknowledgement and Celebration 
Top effort PFA Trivia Team! The Trivia Night on Saturday night was a whole heap of fun and captured what a great community we 
are at GK. Our staff table had a terrific time and were excited to come in second place. The Trivia Night sub committee (Marika C, 
Dana , Anna, Tash, Nicola CK and Callum K) ensured the night was wrapped in fun, laughter and team spirit. This team have 
worked hours and hours to ensure Saturday night was a hit and that it was. Our JSC will be stoked and very grateful to learn that 
the  

Trivia night raised approximately $3400, which they will add to the playground budget they are building together. A     
fabulous way to end the term. Also a shout out to the PFA 5 Cent Challenge team of Carol K and Rachael B, who have spruiked 
their way to $1,844 being raised. PFA have given our JSC $100 of this total amount to donate to a charity of choice. This will be 
decided on early Term 3 and shared with the community. The level of kindness we have at GK is mind blowing and something I 
am always grateful for.  

To all our families and friends who have donated tyres and plants recently, thank you so very much. We have plans for these 
tyres and as soon as we get a run of decent weather they will be morphed into play towers, trails and more. Our students have 
been moving the playground mulch with Glenys to the Prep playground and they are itching to join the landscape tyre team also. 
If we need more I will put a call out mid term three - another demonstration of our community kindness and generosity.  

Staff Acknowledgement and Celebration 
Semester one has come to an end and with that the ability to pause and breathe. I would like to thank my staff for their daily     
dedication and work that they do. We don’t always get everything right but I know the intent of my staff is to ensure that your    
children are learning and growing in a positive, happy and nurturing environment. It is a privilege to work with the people I do and 
share each day with your amazing children.   

Drop Off Zone—safety and flow 

It has been noticeable of late that some of our parents are using excessive speed through our carpark and drop off zone. SLOW 
DOWN PLEASE - 15km is the speed expected. You may have a busy day planned, appointments to attend or deadlines to 
meet but my day is entirely based around making sure your child is safe and looked after. I love your children and will not allow 
their safety to be compromised, so if you cannot slow to 15km I ask you not to use the drop off zone.  

Building our values and actions of responsibility and resilience is critical and this can be seen with our little GK students using the 
drop off zone. The first few times may require parent assistance however it is important that children are able to exit cars          
independently if you choose to use drop off. This allows the purpose of the drop off (maintain steady car flow) to occur. If your 
child requires daily assistance by an adult to get out of their car, we would say they are not drop off ready. We have noticed a 

build of the number of adults stopping and exiting cars to assist their children out of the car. We ask you to minimise 
this action in the coming term or alternatively consider whether your child is drop off ready. 

2020 PREP ENROLMENTS to be finalised - if you have a child joining us next year please let us 
know.   



LEANNE’S COMMUNICATILEANNE’S COMMUNICATILEANNE’S COMMUNICATILEANNE’S COMMUNICATION CONTINUEDON CONTINUEDON CONTINUEDON CONTINUED    
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YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US ON AN EXCURSION 
THROUGH BEIJING. 

This Thursday, our classes are going to be going on an excursion through Beijing at 
2.00pm. In celebration of the implementation of mandarin to GK this semester, all classes 
(if they are not participating in a scheduled specialist class) will be viewing the streets of 
Beijing in real time. Everyone will be connected, in the same way our weekly classes are 
connected, to a mandarin teacher who will take the children on a virtual tour all at the 
same time.  

You are welcome to join your child’s classroom to give you insight into the program but 
also learn a little more about our Asian partner. The excursion is expected to take be-
tween 30 and 40 minutes, with the possibility of questions being added. To support  our whole school focus we will be having  
alternate times for recess. Family and friends are asked to arrive at 1.55pm for a 2.00pm start if you are interested in attending. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 

Last Wednesday was School Council where the semester one review of our Annual Improvement Plan (AIP) was a key priority. It 
was rewarding to note the many key improvement strategies that have started to become visible. These included staff              
observations and learning walks, which see staff in each others’ classrooms, sharing expertise and best practise. We also        
welcomed Naomi Brabender to School Council as the PFA Community member. A number of policies were ratified at school 
council via the Education Sub Committee. Twice a term the Education Sub Committee meet to review policies governed by 
School Council and additional policies that may be pivotal in community and school operations.  

The Department (DET) now has a Policy Portal that allows schools to access policy templates on a wide variety of operation and       
governance needs in schools. The intent is to eliminate individual work for schools and promote a high level of consistency in how 
schools govern. Most of these policies just require a small amount of tweaking to bring them in line with the context of GK. The 
policies ratified at School Council last week were Dogs at Glen Katherine PS Policy, Personal Mobile Devices Policy and         
Photographing, Filming and Recording Students. All DET polices for viewed to be applicable to the context of our school and as a 
result were ratified with minimal changes. The Dogs at Glen Katherine PS Policy ensued more discussion about whether dogs 
should be allowed in our grounds. School Council came to the decision that we will continue with our current policy of no dogs in 
our grounds. While we all were able to see the benefits of having animals in the school, the risk associated with management of 
dogs outweighed these benefits. Dogs therefore remain not allowed in our school grounds unless visiting classrooms for short 
periods of time, under the strict supervision of classroom teachers. 

Ratified policies that need to be accessed by our community will be added to our website once edited.  

MARY POPPINS—Our Term 3 Production 

Our 2019 Production is Mary Poppins. Each year our Year 1, Year 2 and Year 5 classes participate in the         
production, with Year 3, 4 and 6 students provided with the opportunity to audition for main cast, dance and choir 
groups. Lynne Bartlett, a past GK  Grandmother and founding member of Bushfire Press (Writers of plays and 
musicals for schools) is producing the production and will be working alongside our classes  providing them with 
theatre experience. Louise Cook, a current parent, Dance School owner and cast member of the renowned Mary 
Poppins Theatre Show, has also volunteered her time in choreography. The Production is on Tuesday 10th and 
Wednesday 11th of September. More details will arrive steadily next term.  

HOUSE ATHLETICS DAY is tomorrow 

Our Year 4 - Year 6 students will be travelling to Meadow Glen Athletics Track tomorrow to participate in our annual Athletics Day.  

Jackets and Jumpers at school—please label all personal items 

Winter has arrived with some very brisk and chilly mornings and days. Some days students arrive without jumpers or jackets. As a 
mum, I am very aware that our children do not necessarily feel the cold like us and it is a challenge to get them to wear something 
more than a t-shirt and shorts. However I encourage all children to come to school with a jumper and/or jacket at least in their bag 
so they have the option to become warmer if they get cold. Can parents also please ensure all personal items are clearly labelled 
with their child’s name. Lost property builds up and we do have some reliable parent volunteers that return all items that are    
labelled. Uniform is too expensive to let slip away so heading into next term names, on items will be a big help to everyone. 

Semester One Reports - accessible this coming Wednesday 

Wednesday afternoon your child’s Semester One Reports will be available via our SENTRAL Parent Portal. If you have any  
questions regarding the reports we encourage you to communicate with your child’s teacher at a suitable time to all.   

END OF TERM 2 is Friday. We will finish with a brief final assembly where the 
JUNE SOTM will be awarded as well as a few other items. Students will be          
dismissed at 2.30pm. Term 3 resumes on TUESDAY 16th JULY with Monday 
the 15th dedicated to a staff Curriculum Day focused on Reading and Student Voice 
and Agency. 

  

Happy holidays—stay safe and warm. See you next term. Leanne 
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Social Media 

We have all had conversations with our kids about what we did when we were young (er). Then there’s a laugh about “you did that as a 
kid”.  

However, there is no doubt  kids these days deal with something that we (certainly I ) didn’t have to battle with – social media/platforms, 
online    social standings…… 

It can be a difficult to understand why kids use social media so much. It might seem like they're always online, and always distracted from 
the life in front of them. 

Social media refers to any digital platform, system, website or app that enables people to create and share content, and connect with each 
other.  

Social media is a way for teenagers to stay in touch with their friends. Teens have always talked after school, long before social           

media – hanging out at the bus stop, at the local park, chatting on the phone – now they just have a different platform to do so. 

It is an important part of socialising and connection in the modern world. Teenagers and social media use is increasing, the main reasons 

teenagers regularly use social media include: 

• talking to friends  

• joining in on group conversations  

• learning about current events and staying up to date with online content  

• meeting new people 

• not having anything to do, or feeling bored  

• feeling like they might miss out if they aren't always up to date with social media.  

Being socially connected is very important for the psychological development of your child, and in this day and age, the online              

environment is where they get a lot of this. By connecting with others through social media, your child could: 

• develop better social skills  

• feel less isolated  

• learn about new cultural and societal ideas and issues  

• bond with their friends  

• have fun  

• be creative and share their own ideas with friends  

• be better equipped to be active citizens in society  

• develop real world skills to help them become more independent  

• learn about world events and current affairs outside of their immediate environment.  

Like any form of social engagement, social media comes with risks.  

Some of the most common risks include:  

• spending too much time online and being disconnected from the real world  

• being the victim of online bullying 

• damaging your online reputation  

• having your personal information shared online  

• being harassed or annoyed by someone you do not want attention from  

• being the victim of an online scam  

• having reduced self-esteem (for some teenagers).  

Just like in the offline world, there are things you can do to protect your child from these risks.  

 



Whatever your child is doing, it's important to be aware of their behaviour and their wellbeing. If you notice big changes in:  

their energy levels and enthusiasm for offline life  

their engagement in normal conversation  

the amount of time they spend doing other activities, like sport, homework, and other hobbies  

their self esteem and sense of self worth. 

Then it might be good to talk to them about their use of social media. A family screen audit can help you figure out the household rules 

around screen use 

Here are a few of the most popular sites that teenagers use, and how they work: 
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For further information regarding these and other social media apps please head to the GK website 

Tik Tok is a social media platform for creating, sharing 
and discovering music videos. You can upload any-
thing. 

 

Fortnite is an online gaming platform allowing up to 100 
users per game t drop on to an island/map. 

 

 

Wishbone is a survey app aimed at mostly teenagers. 
Users are presented with 2 cards—many of the cards 
include inappropriate language. 

 

 

Yubo is a social networking site where users are able to 
make  new ‘friends’. If both users are able to swipe right 
then they will be matched and are able to chat, send 
photos and videos. 

 

Omegle is a website that allows you to randomly chat to 
a stranger. When a user opens Omegle they have 2 
options—’Text chat’ or ‘Video Chat’. 

 

 

Instagram is a photo and video sharing app that has 
been an almost exclusively mobile platform. 

 

 

 

Snapchat is an app which is free to download that    
allows users to send images and videos to each other. 

 

 

Discord is an app used widely in the gaming communi-
ty. It allows users to invite each other to servers which 
allows them to talk to each other. 

 



Prep   PREP J 

Piper D 

PREP J 

Tristan D 

PREP J 

Zachary R 

PREP L 

Jax C 

PREP L 

Paige H 

PREP R 

Ivy B 

PREP R 

Sam K 

 PREP F 

Isla I 

 

PREP F 

Archer P 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Grade 1  

and  

Grade 2 

1/2C 

Jasmine L 

1/2C 

Jasper I 

1/2C 

Dana C 

1/2S 

Kai D 

1/2S 

Owen G 

1N 

Will G 

1N 

Grace R 

1N 

Emily B 

 

 

1B 

Phoenix B 

 

 

1B 

Avah McA 

 

1M 

Sophia C 

 

1M 

Aydin K 

 

1M 

Vivian H 

 

 

 

 

Grade 3  

and 

 Grade 4 

2D 

Chelsea G 

 

 

2D 

Lachlan A 

 

2D 

Piper A-S 

 

2R 

Hamish B 

 

2R 

Phoebe W 

 

2R 

Jonathan D 

 

3W 

Eli C 

3W 

Mathew A 

3W 

Evie M 

3W 

Lillie M 

3/4H 

Eric W 

 

3/4H 

Eleanor H 

 

3/4H 

Mathew K 

3/4A 

Eliza U 

 

3/4A 

Lucas A 

3/4A 

Jeremy W 

 

3J 

Luc K 

 

3J 

Torah A 

 

 

3J 

Molly L 

 

 

 

4L 

Indy S 

4L 

Imogen Z 

4L 

Lucy B 

4P 

Dylan G 

4P 

Owen M 

 

4P 

Aysha McG 

 

 

       

Grade 5  

and  

Grade 6 

5/60 

Jaya M 

 

5/60 

Jessica M 

5/60 

William W 

 

5K 

Jamie A 

 

5K 

James H 

 

5K 

Baylan L 

 

 

5D 

Emilija L 

 

 

5D 

Kayden R 

5G 

Jack B 

5G 

Will P 

5G 

Rani U 

6V 

Joshua G 

6V 

Saida L 

6V 

William J 

       

6T 

Keeley G 

6T 

Sophia L 

6T 

Jake S 

 

6G 

Matilda W 

6G 

Leila L 

 

6G 

Abi K 

 

SCIENCE 4L 

Cohen H 

SPECIALISTS  SCIENCE 4L 

Nicholas W 

SCIENCE 4L 

Micah S 

VISUAL ART 

5D 

Jack W 

 

VISUAL ART 

6T 

Paige L 

VISUAL ART 

5/60 

Cassie W 

VISUAL ART 

5K 

Ben M 

PHYS ED 

Prep J 

Charlie S 

PHYS  ED  

Prep L 

Grace E 

 

PHYS ED 

6V 

Jacob G 

PHYS ED  

Prep J 

Ben D 

PHYS ED  

Prep L 

Oliver T 

 

 

  



CANTEEN 

 

 

REPORTING NEWS 

 

This Wednesday morning will see our first reports for the year going live 
via the SENTRAL portal.  Teachers have been using a range of assess-

ment tools to assess and monitor your child’s progress and skill development through-
out the semester.  You will get a notification to indicate when your child’s report is up on 
the parent portal.   
 

We encourage all parents to download a copy of your child’s report via SENTRAL and then to print this 
if you wish.  When your child/ren leave Glen Katherine PS, whether it is heading off to year 7 or chang-
ing schools, you will no longer have access to SENTRAL so we encourage you to download the PDF of 
the report/s and keep them on your own hard drive or some other safe digital space. 
 

Thursday 8th August (Week 4 next term) will be our 3 way conference day where parents, students and 
teachers will have the opportunity to discuss student progress in more detail.  Children are required to 
attend school on this day only for the time of their conference.  More information will come out regarding 
booking in for a conference early next term. 
 

Should you have any difficulties accessing your child’s report, please contact the office where they will 
be able to assist you. 
 

Kind Regards, 
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CANTEEN CLOSED LAST WEEK OF TERM 

PLEASE NOTE – The GK Canteen will not be open for lunches or counter sales from Tuesday 25th June to Friday 28th June.  All will be back to 
normal for the start of Term 3 on Tuesday 16th July. 

 

SPECIAL LUNCH – Thank you so much to Katie, Nicola, Margie, Carolyn, Jacqui & Allison for all your help on this day.  You all made the lunch go so 
smoothly I hardly knew it was a special lunch day.  A big thanks to the Elia family for again supplying the delicious GK Special pizza.  

  

Still a couple of vacancies on the Roster - 3rd Tuesday and 2nd Wednesday (& possibly 1st Wed). If you are interested in giving canteen duty a go 
please contact me via the canteen Tues to Thurs 9am to 1.30pm or Fri 11.30am to 1.30pm in person or on 94311599, via cunning-

ham.suzanne.s@edumail.vic.gov.au or by dropping a note in the class lunch tub.   

 

Enjoy the break, 

Suzi Cunningham 

DAY & DATE NAMES 

Tues 25th Jun CANTEEN CLOSED NO ORDERS 

Wed 26th Jun CANTEEN CLOSED NO ORDERS 

Thurs 27th Jun CANTEEN CLOSED NO ORDERS 

Fri 28th Jun CANTEEN CLOSED NO ORDERS 

Term 3 

Tues 16th Jul 

  

C Cunliffe 

Wed 17th Jul S Diaz; M Bonanno 

Thurs 18th Jul T Forbes; K Bate 

Fri 19th Jul S Grant; M Dixon (Swap); S Garnham 



SPORT 

                     Term 2 finishes Friday 28th June@2.30pm 

TERM 3 -   MONDAY 15th JULY (Curriculum Day) 

                      STUDENT START DATE is TUESDAY 16th JULY 

  THURSDAY 8th AUGUST : (3-Way Conferences - students attend for their                         

                      conference only) 

   Term 3 finishes Friday 20th September@2.30pm 

TERM 4 -   MONDAY 7th OCTOBER (Curriculum Day) 

  MONDAY 4th NOVEMBER (Report Writing) 

  TUESDAY 5th NOVEMBER (Cup Day Public Holiday)  

  Term 4 finishes for students Thursday 19th December@3.00pm  

GK DATES TO REMEMBER 
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STATE NETBALL TRIALS   

Congratulations to Grade 6 student  Vanessa S who made it to the final trial for the State Netball 

team. Another terrific achievement.  

 

DAVID BLACKBURN  

STATE HOCKEY 

REPRESENTATIVES  
Congratulations to Callum and Piper P 

who have been selected to represent 

Victoria at School Sport Australia Na-

tional Primary Hockey Championships 

to be held in Bendigo in August. Callum 

and Piper are the first brother sister 

representatives in the one sport and in 

the one year that the school has ever 

had. An amazing achievement. I wish 

them all the very best for their upcom-

ing representation.  

Uniform Shop News 
Could we please have any single plastic bags 

that you may have around home bought to the 

second hand uniform shop. 
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2019 Global Artist Trading Card Project 
This year the Year 3 and 4 students participated in the Global Artist Trading 

card Project. The project is made up of thousands of artworks from students 

from around the world based on the theme of “What Makes Me Happy”. Thirty 

artworks are being sent to Western Australia where they will be displayed in an 

exhibition in July. Once the exhibition is over our cards will be sent and shared 

with other participants in the project and in return we will be receiving our 

package of cards from a different part of the world. The students enjoyed this 

activity and are looking forward to seeing how much in common they have with 

other children around the world. 

Please keep an eye out for a visual display in term 3 celebrating this project. 

Nadia Cosma 

Senior and Middle School Visual Arts Teacher 

Congratulations to Lauren Garner 6T, Zara 

Jenkins 6T and Paige Mossop 5/6O for being 

selected as the Arts Captains for 2019. 

These three students will be working with 

Mrs Cosma, Mrs Hankinson and Mrs 

Tingwell to promote, communicate and con-

tinue to develop the Visual and Performing 

Arts at GK.   

2019 Arts Captains  
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Glen Katherine Primary School  
Parents & Friends Association Update 

  
  
  

 
  
  
  

Meeting update: Volunteering Opportunities: 

Meeting was held on be Tues, 11 June 2019.  
We discussed:  

/ Welcoming our new School Council rep 

/ Aligning food at PFA events with the learn-
ings from the school’s GK Kitchen program.  
/ Update on PFA events. 
/ Update on Fete preparations 
/ Second Hand Uniform Shop logistics 
/ School community engagement 
 

 

We are currently looking for: 

Helpers for the Second Hand Uniform Shop in Term 2 & 
Term 3. 

Helpers for the upcoming SCHOOL DISCO! on Friday, 
23 August 2019.   

Please see the posts on the ‘GK Primary’ Facebook 
page for further info about these events and to signup 
by the online rosters. 

 

Upcoming Events... 
 

 

More detail posted on the ‘GK Primary’ Facebook page or email glenkpfa@gmail.com 

Want to join the fun?    

Drop an email to  

gk2020fete@gmail.com 

Grade Coin 

1M 5,211 

3/4A 3,640 

1/2S 3,614 

3/4H 2,751 

5/6O 2,414 

Congratulations to 1M, 

winners of the 5c Chal-

lenge! 

Total number of 5c coins:  

36,880 

Total money raised:  

$1,844 

Tickets on sale Mon, 24 June 2019 through trybook-

SUNDAY, 28 JULY 

2019 
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Overdue books 
Please be aware that all loans are for two weeks. Many children are waiting their turn to borrow a popular book. Overdue 
notices are about to be sent home with children. Please make every effort to look with your children for the books listed on 
their overdue notice and to return them to the library any time, not just on their library borrowing day. 
Sarah Harris 

Library Technician  
Glen Katherine Primary School 

Email: harris.sarah.s@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge - Now Open 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Glen Katherine Primary School is excited to be participating. 
  
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of reading for literacy 
development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by 6 September 
2019. The challenge is not compulsory. 
  
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers. Children from 
Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 
  
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and former 
Premiers. 
  
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc 
  
If you would like your child to participate in this years Challenge, please complete the consent form and return to school. On 
receipt of the signed consent form, Usernames and Passwords will be issued to enable access to your online account.  Forms 
are available via Sentral, the Front Office or the Library. 
  
Scholastic Bookclub 
Scholastic Bookclub issue 4 closes 13 June and orders will be delivered in week 10. For every dollar spent on bookclub or-
ders our library receives 20% to spend on the books. Catalogues will be sent home with children but if you haven't received 
one they are available at the library.  
Cash order can not be accepted. Thank you to all our families for supporting the online parent payment platform Loop. 
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Glen Katherine Primary School  
Parents & Friends Association Update 

  
  
  

 
  
  
  

Meeting update: Volunteering Opportunities: 

Next meeting will be Tues, 11 June 2019 @ 
7pm in the staff room. 
 

We are currently looking for: 

Helpers for the Second Hand Uniform Shop in Term 2 & 
Term 3. 

Helpers for the upcoming SCHOOL DISCO!  on Friday, 
23 August 2019.   

Please see the posts on the ‘GK Primary’ Facebook 
page for further info about these events and to signup 
by the online rosters. 

 

Upcoming Events... 
 

 

More detail posted on the ‘GK Primary’ Facebook page or email glenkpfa@gmail.com 

Want to join the fun?   Drop an 

email to  gk2020fete@gmail.com 

and find out how you can  join 

in! 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
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https://membership.sportstg.com/regoform.cgi?formID=87714 


