
Caledonia Drive, Eltham North 3095   Ph.: 9431 1599  Fax:9431 0686  OSHC Ph.: 9431 2503  www.glenkps.vic.edu.au/    Office Hours: 8.00am– 4.00pm  

Email: glen.katherine.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au   

LINKLETTER 

Issue 11 22nd July 2019 

 

 

Children, Teachers, Parents:  A partnership for the future 

LEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION    

LOCK DOWN BRIEF 
The last day of Term 2 unfortunately was met with an Emergency Management Lock Down due to a well publicised  intrud-
er. We were notified by St Helena Secondary College of the immediate risk and as with our drill procedures, we immediate-
ly moved into lock down for the safety of all students, staff and community.  
I am exceptionally proud of our staff and students for their quick response and safe behaviours during this time. Annual          
Emergency Management Training is undertaken by all our staff, which includes specific training for lock downs. This 
Wednesday all our staff are scheduled to participate in this annual training, which is timely. I thank all staff and community 
members who were present during this procedure in ensuring we as a community remained safe. 

PARENT OPINION SURVEY 
The Parent Opinion Survey is administered annually to find out what you think of our school. The Department of Education 
and Training conducts the survey amongst a sample of randomly selected parents at every school in Victoria. This year, 
about 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate with all responses to the survey anonymous. 

The survey helps our school gain an understanding of how you view our school climate, student engagement and            
relationships. We will use the results to inform planning and improvement strategies. Parents in the sample group will       
receive notification via our Parent Portal but also will receive an email. I thank this parent group in advance for their feed-
back. 

RESOURCES PURCHASED and SECURED THROUGH YOUR GENEROSITY AND      

KINDNESS 
GK has always been fortunate to have a very generous community, as seen in 
our fundraising initiatives and donations. The huge amount of funds raised by 
our PFA (Fete and many other events) is always used to purchase additional 
resources or equipment that supports our student learning, engagement or en-
vironment. The most     recent example of this is the Woolworths EARN & 
LEARN community initiative. Our community collected an outstanding  
$2000.00 worth of stickers. This initiative has allowed us to purchase ten 
drones to support our Digital Technology resources. These drones are linked to 
coding and computer programming and further support our vision in building the 4C’s for our stu-

dents: Critical Thinking, Creativity, Curiosity and Collaboration. This is a wish list purchase and would not have been able to 
occur as swiftly without all of the stickers collected. We thank our community for their   support and kindness.  
 
TYRES, TIMBER, ROCKS and STICKS 
Thank you for the tyre donations and the rocks - we will be starting to create our outside play and learning areas with these 
very soon.  Our students are loving the playground ‘BASES’ that they are constructing from timber, branches, logs,        
boulders, rocks and anything that can be used to build, hammer, hit and smash. If you have any excess BASE material you 
can donate, please do. Our students are keen for as much as possible as the supply seems to be depleting. We are going 
to be creating hammer and nail boxes also for each base so if you already have anything (kid size hammers) that can be 
donated we would happily take them off your hands. Please call the office if you have anything to donate and we will direct 
you to a  drop off point.  

CALENDAR ADDITION: WORKING BEE—SUNDAY 11th AUGUST 9am - 12.00pm  

This term the whole school focus is on sustainability and our upcoming working bee will be targeting this. If you can make it, we’d 

love to see you. Our previous Working Bees have been cancelled due to impending weather however true to Melbourne’s form, 

the weather has been ok after all. We are going to go ahead rain, hail (well, maybe not hail) or shine this time. 

 

2020 PREP ENROLMENTS are being finalised - if you have a child joining us next year 
please let us know as our 2020 Orientation Program is being confirmed now. 

 

Communication continued next page. 
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CURRICULUM DAY 
Last Monday our staff spent the day digging deeper into our 2019 school goals—reading and student voice and agency. 
Classroom teachers worked on building their knowledge of the developmental behaviours of readers and how we can 
transfer this into strong reading instruction. Specialist teachers looked closer at student agency and how they can use    
feedback to students to increase their learning potential. Our Educational Support Staff (Aides, Admin, Library) worked on 
developing their knowledge, competency and processes in their specific domains. A very productive day was had and of 
course goes a long way in building our collective efficacy for our students. 
 

3-WAY CONFERENCES 
Thursday 8th August is our 3-Way Conference Day. Students do not attend school on this day except for their 
scheduled conference time with their classroom or specialist teacher. Conferences run from 12.00pm until 7.45pm 
on this day. This week you will receive a notification via our Parent Portal communicating the opening of the booking       
system for the conference times. Students and teachers work in partnership during this scheduled time, sharing your child’s 
learning success and goals. Teachers and students are currently preparing for them and look forward to sharing some    
terrific learning with you with you. 

As seen in our 2019 Student Voice and Agency goals, a key focus is on developing strong voice and understanding of 
learning needs and steps for every child. Our long term goal is to see the following questions able to be answered confi-
dently and articulately by students and teachers in a learning conference. We encourage you to use the parent questions, if 
desired and needed, on the conference day with teachers and also at times with your child to gain deeper insight into your 
child as a learner and the learning partnership that has been developed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARY POPPINS is this term  

Tuesday 10th and Wednesday 11th of SEPTEMBER 

We are in full swing, rehearsing and choreographing items for our biennial production. Over the page is a small 
list of WANTED ITEMS that we are hoping may be lying around our community garages and homes, ready to 
be borrowed or donated. If you have any of these goods and are willing to share I would appreciate you letting 
us know via the office. Thanks in advance and please keep an eye out for future needs—we’ll need assistance 
as the term progresses. 

Congratulations to COLTON B in 4P for his ‘Name the Cart’ suggestion being selected for the Golf Cart bought for      
Glenys. The cart and Glenys do mountains of daily school odds and ends and is invaluable to many members of our staff 

and community. The cart from this day forth will be known as BUGSY - thanks Colton  

COFFEE AND HOT CHOCOLATE TUESDAY 

A reminder that Leonie, our lovely coffee van lady, will be on deck at the front of the school from about 
7.15am until 9.00am tomorrow and will be here every Tuesday morning in term 3. It is a lovely way to 
start the day and Leonie donates 50 cents from every cup purchased directly to the school. 

Have a great fortnight. Leanne 

Questions Teachers Ask Students 

What are you learning? Why are you learning this? 

How do you know that you are being successful? 

What would be the next steps in your learning? 

How do you give feedback to your teacher? 

How does your teacher give feedback to you? 

How do you set your learning goals? 

Questions PARENTS can ask TEACHERS 

What is my child learning? 

How is she or he doing? 

How do you know (how she or he is doing?) 

How can she or he improve? 

What supports can I provide and can you provide if 
she or he is struggling?  

When will we check in again? 

Questions PARENTS can ask their  

CHILDREN 

What did you learn today? 

How did you go? 

What did you do if you didn’t understand? 

How can you improve on your learning? 

What are you most proud of? 
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SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNINGSOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNINGSOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNINGSOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING    

For the past couple of years Glen Katherine PS has been a KidsMatter school. Recently KidsMatter has become 
part of the Be You/Beyond Blue organisation. 

Be You aims to transform Australia’s approach to supporting children’s and young people’s mental health in early 
learning services and schools. Their vision is that every learning community is positive, inclusive and resilient – a 
place where every child, young person, educator and family can achieve their best possible mental health. 

Be You promotes mental health and wellbeing, from the early years to 18, and offers educators and learning 
communities evidence-based online professional learning, complemented by a range of tools and resources to 
turn learning into action. These valuable mental health skills and knowledge has been embedded into GK’s SEL 
(Social Emotional Learning) framework. 

Be You is led by Beyond Blue with delivery partners Early Childhood Australia and Headspace. Both partners 
have local teams of trained consultants to provide advice and support to early learning services and schools  

nationally to help implement a whole-learning community approach growing Australia’s most mentally healthy 
generation. 

The National Mental Health Commission Review of Mental Health Programmes and Services Report of 2014 
found that there were multiple initiatives promoting social and emotional health and wellbeing for children and 
young people across education settings. These Australian Government funded programs included: 

• Response Ability 

• KidsMatter Early Childhood 

• KidsMatter Primary 

• MindMatters 

• Headspace School Support 

Be You builds on the success and learnings from five existing programs aimed at promoting social and emotional 
health and wellbeing for children and young people in the education space: KidsMatter Early Childhood, 
KidsMatter Primary, MindMatters, Response Ability and Headspace School Support. Be You is building on the 
evidence base and ten years of experience of these programs. These programs are now integrated into Be You 
– one single, national initiative delivered through early learning services, primary and secondary schools. 

 

The Emerging Minds: National Workforce Centre for Child Mental Health supports professionals and  

organisations working in the health, community or social sector to better support children and parents/carers and 
improve the mental health outcomes of children aged 0–12 years. 

Through the National Workforce Centre for Child Mental Health, professionals have free access to a national 
web hub providing online training, implementation and practice support tools and information, webinars, events 
and the latest evidence and news about infant and child mental health. 

These resources are centred around the following principles: 

• Keeping children’s mental health in mind 

• Strengthening children’s resilience 

• Supporting children at risk of, or experiencing, mental health issues 

Responding to infants and children who may experience trauma, grief and 

To find out more, visit https://emergingminds.com.au 

The National Workforce Centre for Child Mental Health is funded by the Australian Government Department of 
Health under the National Support for Child and Youth Mental Health Program.  
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MARY POPPINS PRODUCTION 

NEEDS... 

CAN YOU LEND OR DONATE? 

Please contact the office if you can. 

2 old looking, leather luggage (suitcases)       Baskets - caneware, market baskets      Hat Stand 

Briefcases      old medicine type bottles    old style phone    

That is it for now—keep an eye out for extra requests or changes in the coming weeks. 

OUR BASES WOULD 

LOVE ANY                  

DONATIONS OF            

ENVIRONMENT BITS 

AND PIECES. 

DAY & DATE NAMES 

Tues 23rd July C McFarlane; N Montgomery 

Wed 24th July L Mills; L Pritchard 

Thurs 25th July S King 

Fri 26th July B Lowe; S Plummer 

Tues 30th July C Cunliffe (Extra day) 

Wed 31st July S Diaz (Extra day) 

Thurs 1st Aug K Gersh; K Bate 

Fri 2nd Aug R Diffey (swap); K Graham; M Dixon 

CANTEEN 

URGENT HELP REQUIRED 

Welcome back to term 3. I have unfortunately started the term with a couple changes to the roster and would really love to be able fill these positions as soon 
as possible. 

Every 4th Thursday of the Month (first one being this Thursday 25th July & only 5 more for this year) – one helper till the end of the year. 

Friday 26th July – one helper would be great just for this day. 

I also still have vacancies for a Tuesday or a couple of Wednesdays each month if anyone can spare a few hours – I’ll even give you lunch and bribe you with 

treats! If you are interested in giving canteen duty a go please contact me via the canteen in person or on 94311599, via cunning-

ham.suzanne.s@edumail.vic.gov.au or by dropping a note in the class lunch tub.   

 

Hope everyone has had a great break and settling back into the swing of things. 

 

Cheers, 

Suzi Cunningham 



SPORT 
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HOUSE ATHLETICS SPORTS  

A fun day was had by all at the gr 4-6 house athletics sports held at Meadow Glenn track on Tuesday 25th June. The students 

competed in the various athletic events of their choice and displayed terrific endeavour and sportsmanship. The GK students 

were commended by the Meadow Glenn staff for their good manners. A big thank –you to the parents who gave up their time 

to help supervise an event. Special thank –you to Rod Elia and Deb Jane who helped with the early morning set up and su-

pervised an event throughout the day. Thank –you to the Glen Katherine staff for running the events and really getting into 

the spirit of the day.  

Well done to Grevillea (red) house in winning the overall competition.  

Training squad 

From the sports day a training squad will be selected to prepare for the District Athletics which will be held on 27th August. 

Training will commence early term 3. Further notification will be provided.  

 

Final House Team Placings  

1st – Grevillea( red )-483 

2nd – Correa ( green ) -467 

3rd- Eucalypt ( blue ) – 422 

4th – Acacia ( yellow) -350 

 

 

 

REGIONAL ATHLETICS  

Congratulations to the following students for their outstanding efforts at the Regional Cross country held last term. Dylan M 

– 3rd 12/13 boys, Vincent D – 11th 12/13 boys, Callum P – finished mid race , Holly G – 33rd – 11girls, Kayden R -4th 11 boys, 

Jamie A – mid race in the 11 boys  

Dylan , Vincent and Kayden have qualified for the State Cross country. We wish them all the best  

 

DAVID BLACKBURN  



GK TEACHER FEATURE 
Hi everyone. Its Lauren and Nathan your Roving 6T Student Reporters. 
This week we have Miss Murray and Coach Brown are in the ‘Hot seat!’  
After reading this week’s profile, we would love your feedback. You can 
contact us personally through your child coming to see us in the yard or 
put a note titled ‘Staff Profile-Feedback’ in Mrs Totino’s pigeon hole in 
the office. If you have missed a ‘Teacher Profile’, you can still read it. 
Get a copy or go to the previous Linkletters for 2019. The link is on the 
Glen Katherine website profile page. ENJOY!!! 

Staff  Profiles-2019 

 
  
Name: Jodee Jackson 

Current Posi�on: Business Manager 

Years at a school: 9 years 

What do you enjoy doing outside of school?: See-

ing friends & travelling 

If you weren’t a Business Manager what would 

you be?: Event Manager 

Favourite: Footy team? Melbourne 

Color? Green 

Food? Roast Lamb 

Movie? Ferris Bueller’s Day off 

Book/s? Autobiography’s 

What are some memorable moments you have as 

a business manager? Coming to GK which is a 

much bigger school than I have worked at before  

Anything else you would like to share with us?  

I’m Married and I have 2 sons 

Mitchell: 21 Cooper: 17 

I have a black Labrador named Hudson and lots of 

chickens. I live in St Andrews. 

Staff  Profiles-2019 

 
  

Teachers Name: Annemarie Webb 

Current Posi�ons:  Grade 3 class room teacher 

Past Posi�ons: science teacher 

How many years have you been teaching?: 20 

years 

If you weren’t a teacher, what would you be?: 

Farmer, writer or traveler 

What are some extra jobs/responsibili�es you al-

so have at school?: Mulching, gardening and look-

ing aAer chooks 

How do you think G.K. compares to other 

schools?: Amazing gardens lots of greenery and 

trees 

Favourites: 

Footy team? North Melbourne 

Book/s? The secret garden 

Movie? Jane eyre 

Food? Anything she doesn’t have to cook 

Anything else you would like to share with us?  

Her family has lived on the same property for 80 

years. So it’s very special to her. 
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A big thank you to the generous parents who have given up many hours of their time to help prepare 
books for home reading. Thank you to: Ruthi Aitken, Leanne Pritchard, Marika Cook, Margaret Dixon 
and Sandra Tiedeman. 

 

Scholastic book club catalogues have been sent home with students and will need to complete by 30 
July. Please note cash payments are not accepted. instructions for online ordering are on the catalogue. 
20per cent of all scholastic orders are credited back to the library to redeem for new books. 

 

Premier's Reading Challenge will close in 7 weeks. If your children are participating in the challenge 
please ensure all books have been logged prior to 6 September.  

 

Happy reading 

Sarah Harris 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Book Week in week 6 will feature talks to the students from author/illustrator Anna Walker. 

Session times are planned as follows. Please see the minor timetable change required below. Those 
grades with Mandarin clashes please make alternative arrangements with your Mandarin teacher as 
Julie was unable to find an alternative. 

  

Monday 19th August 

9-9.50: 1B, 1M, 1N, 1/2C, 2R 

10-10.50: 2D, 1/2S, 3J, 3W, 3/4H (3J to change Mandarin time) 

  

Thursday 22nd August 

9-9.50: 3/4A, 4L, 4P, 5D, 5K 

10-10.50: Prep F, Prep L, Prep J, Prep R (Prep J and Prep L to change 
Mandarin time) 

12.05-12.55: 5G, 5/6O, 6G, 6T, 6V (3/4H to swap PE sessions. 3/4H PE 
session 5 and 5G PE session 6) 

  

Anna Walker  

Author/illustrator 

The library currently has many books that need to be covered with adhesive vinyl that we need volun-
tary help to cover. If you are able to help with this task please pop in to the library before school to col-
lect some books to take home to cover. 
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Glen Katherine Primary School  
Parents & Friends Association Update 

  
  
  

 
  
  
  

Meeting update: Volunteering Opportunities: 

Meeting was held on Tues, 16  July 2019.  
We discussed:  

/ Welcoming our new Secretary  and thanked 
our outgoing Secretary (Rachael Best) 
/ Update on PFA events. 
/ Update on Fete preparations 
/ Second Hand Uniform Shop logistics 
 

Next meeting will be held Tues, 13 August 
2019. 
 

We are currently looking for: 

Helpers for the Second Hand Uniform Shop in Term3. 
Online roster available now. 

Helpers for the upcoming SCHOOL DISCO! on Friday, 
23 August 2019.  Online roster available soon!   

Please see the posts on the ‘GK Primary’ Facebook 
page for further info about these events and to signup 
by the online rosters. 

 

Upcoming Events... 
 

 

More detail posted on the ‘GK Primary’ Facebook page or email glenkpfa@gmail.com 

Want to join the fun?    

Drop an email to  

gk2020fete@gmail.com 

Total number of 5c coins:  

36,880 

Total money raised:  

$1,844 

SUNDAY, 28 JULY 2019 

@ 1pm 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 


