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Children, Teachers, Parents:  A partnership for the future 

LEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION    

SENTRAL UPDATE 

The introduction of SENTRAL to GK has been met with some frustration and disappointment from both staff and parents. 
Our aim in introducing SENTRAL was to provide a strong communication platform between our school and community.  
Whilst some of our expectations have been met, unfortunately we have experienced ongoing glitches and limitations that 
have caused us to evaluate how we proceed with this platform. The functionality and technical capabilities have not come 
to fruition as expected. 

Jodee Jackson and Julie Collins have worked tirelessly to work with SENTRAL in alleviating the problems we have        
encountered and I would like to acknowledge their tenacity, diligence and persistence in this, particularly in dealing with the 
complaints and issues from parents. While I have full faith in the skills and capabilities of both Jodee and Julie in eventually 
overcoming problems encountered, it is unfair to them, our staff and community to have to experience ongoing issues and 
problems in the way they have. 

For this reason we have made the decision to limit our use of SENTRAL while we investigate a different platform that is 
reliable and delivers all of the communication and administration needs we expect. We will use the next few weeks to     
explore new products, with the transition from SENTRAL to another platform aimed for the beginning of 2020. This is not 
ideal for all of us, particularly with the amount of time invested in SENTRAL, however if we want to end with the product we 
need we need to cut our losses. 

For the interim, we will continue to use SENTRAL for the rest of the year in its limited form, as well as sending paper copies 
of documents/notes home to ensure communication is as sound as possible.  We acknowledge that this process has been 
difficult and frustrating for everyone but we now ask for your patience and understanding while we make this transition. 

 

SCIENCE WEEK and SUSTAINABILITY celebrated as a community 

Last week we celebrated Science Week by moving deeply into our sustainability focus. We are a five star sustainability 
school due to the large body of education and environmental awareness processes and structures put in place by          
Annemarie Webb over many years in her Science role. On Tuesday Annemarie again lead our community in a Sustainabil-
ity Communal Day which saw all of our students learning together in cross age groups, with different staff taking each 
group. Annemarie was joined by a range of student and guest speakers in opening the sustainability day with a delivery of 
learning of how we can each make a difference. Our hope is that your children came home inspired and sharing their 
pledge of     action to inspire you also in our environmental and sustainability mission. Thanks to Annemarie and all staff for 
creating such an inspiring and purpose driven day. Some photos of the day can be found further. 

 

TERM FOUR CURRICULUM DAY NO LONGER HAPPENING 

A review of our Curriculum Day schedule has resulted in us removing the scheduled Term Four Curriculum Day on Monday 
7th October (Day one of Term 4). Staff and students will return to Term Four on Monday 7th October instead of the         
advertised Tuesday 8th October. We ask you to please make a note of this in your calendar and apologise for any           
inconvenience this alteration may have caused. An updated student free day list can be found further in the Linkletter. 

 

BOOK WEEK celebrations this week 

This week is BOOK WEEK across Victoria and we have a range of activities ready to engage our students into the         
wonderful world of literature. Sarah Harris, our Library Technician, has busily organised a vast range of the Children’s Book 
Council Australia shortlisted literature for our students and staff to immerse themselves in this week. Sarah has also       
organised Melbourne Author and Illustrator Anna Walker to come and visit our classes this week, sharing inspiration and 
passion for literature and learning. We have special readings during lunch eating time over the PA system by some surprise 
staff and a range of activities during classes during the week. THURSDAY is BOOK WEEK DRESS UP where children are 
invited, if they desire, to come dressed in any way they connect to their favourite book. This could be a full outfit or a simple 
prop or addition for the day.  A fun parade is scheduled at 2.10pm in the courtyard to complete the celebrations. Gotta love 
books! 

MMMMoooorrrreeee    ccccoooommmmmmmmuuuunnnniiiiccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnn    oooonnnn    tttthhhheeee    nnnneeeexxxxtttt    ppppaaaaggggeeee....    
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LEANNE’S FURTHER COMLEANNE’S FURTHER COMLEANNE’S FURTHER COMLEANNE’S FURTHER COMMUNICATIONMUNICATIONMUNICATIONMUNICATION    

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENT 

GK have been successful on a number of sporting fronts recently. Our Darks Footy Team and Darks Girls’ Soccer Team 
successfully won their way into the Finals. Unfortunately neither team won their final matches however the steps getting to 
this point is an achievement in itself and we are very proud of their team approach and effort. I acknowledge David      
Blackburn and Brayden Van Der Pol for time in working with both teams. 

We have a team of students training hard in preparation for the District Athletics Competition on Tuesday 27th August.     
Before and after school training is happening, taken by a volunteer group of staff, to hone the skills and stamina needed for 
the day. We look forward to sharing how this team performs in our next Linkletter. 

Finally, we had a large group of our Middle School students participate in the external Hoop Time Basketball competition on 
Thursday. Shannon Whelan and Mary Green travelled to Nunawading with an excited group for a fun day that saw two of 
our five teams win in the Grand Final. I acknowledge Shannon, Mary and Emma Bourke for their time in organising the day 
and working with the students also. The Senior School head to their Hoop Time day on Monday 2nd September. 

 

MARY POPPINS PRODUCTION UPDATE 

Rehearsals are moving along with Lynne Bartlett (Producer) liaising heavily with our staff and St Helena Secondary       
College to fine tune all details. Students in Year 1,2 and 5 as well as the main acting cast, dance group and choir will be 
receiving a note today outlining costume needs, dates and times of the performances and other  production information. 
We are conscious of the pressure on parents when costumes are mentioned so we are trying to ensure there are no       
unrealistic requirements, with most children coming in clothes they would likely have at home. Ticket information for the 
performances will come out soon also. 

 

PERMANENT BIN HOLDERS COMING 

Rubbish in our school is as much a bug bare to me as it is to the environmentally conscious parents who have               
communicated with me from time to time regarding rubbish in our yard and the frustration of nowhere to place rubbish     
before and after school. Some time ago at GK the decision was made about not having outside bins due to the potential 
threat of damage on weekends as well as the management task of emptying the bins— the how and who considering     
students currently have this responsibility.  

I have found a solution in new bin holders that our current wheeled bins can be attached to, leaving them out during the 
entire week and collected and stored by students each Friday. They are on their way and Glenys will be placing them 
around the school leading into Term 4. We hope after our Sustainability Day, we will have minimal to zero bin needs from 
our students but we also hope to see less rubbish left around the school after hours. 

 

DROP OFF INDEPENDENCE AND FLOW - is your child Drop Off Ready? 

Great to see so many of our students and parents using the Drop Off Zone in the way it should, both in creating a level of 
independence in our students but more importantly, allowing our traffic congestion to remain minimal and flow easily. 

I have noticed an increasing number of parents exiting their cars to walk around and assist their children out of the car. 
Sometimes this is an unavoidable action due to spontaneous needs on any given morning however I would not like to see 
this become a habit. The Drop Off Zone is only to be used by children who are drop off, ‘independent exiting’ ready. If     
children are unable to exit promptly from cars than the Drop Off Zone is not the process for them yet. Please remain     
mindful of this in supporting the efficiency and flow each morning and afternoon. 

 

The BIG GROUP HUG Initiative 

Many people would most likely have heard of the Big Group Hug, a not for profit organisation who 
work with local communities to respond to the immediate material needs of vulnerable and       
disadvantaged parents and their families. Donations are distributed directly to families through 
Maternal and Child Health Workers and other community welfare agencies. Shaz, our Kids in the 

Kitchen  Coordinator, is starting a GK community push for donations to this very worthy charity. Shaz is asking for dona-
tions to be given to her any Monday and Tuesday at the kitchen so she can deliver them regularly. Thanks to Shaz in ad-
vance for driving this cause and for our GK generosity which we have proven we have in spades. Please see further for 
suitable goods for donation. 

 

COFFEE & HOT CHOCOLATE VAN AT GK TOMORROW 

Have a great fortnight. LeanneHave a great fortnight. LeanneHave a great fortnight. LeanneHave a great fortnight. Leanne    
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SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNINGSOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNINGSOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNINGSOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING    

Building Friendship, Resilience and Problem Solving Skills 

The school environment plays an integral part in building friendships—friendship needs is making new friends and 
building social resilience.  

 

GK  provides many opportunities for kids to build on friendships, create opportunities for new friendships to develop 
and provide support when challenges arise in social situations. It is important for kids to broaden their friendship circle 
by being part of different social groups, whether it is inside or outside of school: sporting teams/clubs, play dates, 
Scouts/Guides, community groups... One of the best ways to make new friends and strengthen existing relationships is 
to commit to a shared activity together. It broadens kids’ support networks, exposing kids to peers with common      
interests, and fun and fulfilling activities. 

While some kids are naturally outgoing, others are shy and have a hard time meeting new people. Participating in    
activities  gives them the opportunity to practice and develop social skills, since they are meeting regularly with a group 
of people with common interests. Once kids have momentum, it’s easier to branch out and make more friends. 

Glen Katherine creates opportunities for students to form new friendships by offering programs such as: Communal 
groups, camps, sporting teams (interschool sport, Hoop Time, Netball), IGNITE program, lunchtime clubs and even 
creating the outdoor bases around the school. These programs allow students to broaden their social connects and 
have conversations that they may not have otherwise.  

Building resilience is an important skill in a child’s development. One’s ability to successfully manage life and to  

successfully adapt to change and stressful events in healthy and 
constructive ways is a necessary part of growing up. ‘Bounce-back-

ability’ to life experiences are important, both the really               
advantageous ones as well as the really traumatic ones. Having 
conversations regarding the ‘size of the problem’ is part of dealing 
with resilience—is this a small issue or a large issue? And how do 
we deal with this? 

Resilience should be understood as a vital ingredient in the process 
of life for all children, a process that directs our interactions as we 
strengthen our children’s ability to meet life’s challenges and     
pressures with confidence and perseverance.  

 

 

Having conversations about working and socialising with  

many peers is important. Kids can’t always work/play with  

their closest friends—it is ok to branch out and develop  

skills in playing with  others.  

 

Over the coming weeks our classes will be exploring this, as  

we set our students up for success when they transition to their  

new classes for 2020. Establishing new friendships in new  

classrooms challenges levels of resilience as well as building it. 
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTSTUDENT ACHIEVEMENTSTUDENT ACHIEVEMENTSTUDENT ACHIEVEMENT    

Middle School Hoop Time Compe��on 

 

Last Thursday, 15th August, Glen Katherine  had 5 teams par5cipate in the Bulla Hoop Time compe55on. Bulla Hoop Time is 

played all over Victoria. The compe55on is a day of fun where teams par5cipate in a round-robin tournament. 

 

GK was extremely successful winning 22 games out of 24 for the day—we had 3 teams finish the day undefeated, 2 teams  

taking out the grand final wins in their sec5on. 

The 41 GK students who played , played with determina5on and  a proud display of team spirit. When teams were not playing 

they were cheering on the side lines for the  GK teams playing. 

Thank you to parents for assis5ng on the day  - Ben O’Loughlin, Kristy Mon@ort, Bianca Campbell, Allison McGowan, Kylie 

Campbell, Carolyn Strachan and Simone Plummer. 

Also a big thank you to Emma Bourke and Baylan Lawler for coaching. 

 

Thanks, 

Mary Green and Shannon Whelan 

 



 

 

 

GK GOES EVEN GREENER 

SUSTAINABILITY is our FUTURE. Every little action makes a huge impact. 

How can you help? 

OUR LEAF PLEDGES - We make a difference 



Student of the MonthStudent of the MonthStudent of the MonthStudent of the Month    

For  JULY 2019For  JULY 2019For  JULY 2019For  JULY 2019    

 

GRADE 3- 6 STOM 

Certificates will be awarded at assembly this Friday 23rd August 
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Grade 3  

and 

 Grade 4 

 

 

 

 

Grade 5  

and  

Grade 6 

 

 

SPECIALISTS 

3/4A 

Cooper L 

3/4A 

Ryan H 

3/4A 

Sienna K 

3/4H 

Andrew E 

3/4H 

Darcy S 

3W 

Mili B 

3W 

George L 

3W 

Hannah M 

3W 

Sam P 

3J 

Amelia H 

3J 

Olive N 

3J 

Ollie B 

4L 

Tyler V 

4L 

Baden M 

4P 

Max B 

4P 

Jack R 

4P 

Karah H 

    

5/60 

Mili T 

5/60 

Rohan McD 

5K 

Eloise B 

5K 

Piper P 

5K 

Jacob W 

5D 

Finely B 

5D 

Jake McA 

5G 

Ethan H 

 

5G 

Rylee L 

6V 

Bhavya A 

6V 

Kai S 

6V 

Nash  D 

6G 

Cole R 

6G 

Zoe M 

6G 

Keely M 

6T 

Ebony J 

6T 

Toby O 

    

VISUAL ART 

4P 

Stefan V 

VISUAL ART 

4L 

Chloe  H 

VISUAL ART 

3/4A 

Sophie E 

VISUAL ART 

4L 

Brodie M 

 

   

MARY POPPINS PRODUCTION NEEDS... 

CAN YOU LEND OR DONATE? 

2 old looking, leather luggage (suitcases)       Baskets - caneware, market baskets      Hat Stand 

Briefcases      old medicine type bottles    old style phone    

That is it for now—keep an eye out for extra requests or changes in the coming weeks. 

                      

    

Term 3 finishes Friday 20th September@2.30pm 

THERE IS NO LONGER A CURRICULUM DAY ON MONDAY 7th OCTOBER 

 

TERM 4 -   MONDAY 4th NOVEMBER (Report Writing) 

  TUESDAY 5th NOVEMBER (Cup Day Public Holiday)  

  Term 4 finishes for students Thursday 19th December@3.00pm  

  FRIDAY 20th December (Student Free Day) 

GK DATES TO REMEMBER 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drop off any goods to 

Shaz in the GK Kitchen 

Monday and Tuesday. 

We are always  

GRATEFUL  



GK TEACHER FEATURE 

Teachers Name: Brayden Van Derpol 

Current posi�ons: Grade 6 teacher 

Past posi�ons: AAer School Care 

How many years have you been teaching?: 

3 years 

What is your favourite subject to teach?: 

Maths 

What is something unique about you as a teacher?:  

My sense of humour 

If you weren’t a teacher what would you be?:  

I would be a soccer coach 

What some extra jobs/responsibili�es you also have at 

G.K?: I help with the ICT and some sports events 

How do you think G.K compares to other Schools?:  

The kids are fantas5c, there are good recourses and the 

teachers are passionate 

Favourites- 

Footy team?: Collingwood 

Book/s?: Auto-Biographies of soccer and the coach’s 

Movie/s?: Batman and the Dark Knight 

Food/s?: Chicken Parma 

Anything else you would like to share with 

us?: I’ve really enjoyed working at G.K, it’s awesome 

here 

Hi everyone it’s Nathan and Lauren your Roving Reporters. this week we had 

Mr Van Der Pol and Jenny at the office in the ‘Hot seat!’ AAer reading this 

week’s profile, we would love your feedback. You can contact us via you or 

your child coming to see us in the yard or put a note 5tled ‘Staff Profiles 

feedback’ in Mrs To5no pigeon hole in the office. If you have missed a teach-

ers profile you can s5ll read it. Get a copy from the office or go to the Previ-

ous LinkleJers for 2019 link, on the Glen Katherine website profile page. 

Enjoy. 

Name: Jenny Bourke 

Current posi�ons: Administra5on and front desk 

Past posi�ons: I helped out in the classrooms as  

Integra5on aid 

How many years have you been at the school for?: 8 

years 

What is your favourite thing to do out of 

school?: I love catching up with family and friends and 

watching live music 

What is something unique about you as a 

teacher?: I call everyone hun 

If you weren’t at the front desk what would 

you be?: If I didn’t work at G.K I would work at Olivia 

Newton John Centre to care for people. 

What some extra jobs/responsibili�es you 

also have at G.K?: First Aid, Make sure everyone is  

happy and is ready for the day. 

Favourites- 

Footy team?: Collingwood 

Book/s?: Auto-Biographies 

Movie/s?: Shawshank redemp5on 

Food/s?: Chinese 

Anything else you would like to share with 

us?: My favourite colour is lime green, my husbands 

name is Mark, I have 2 children, Emma who is 21 and 

works at year round care and Declan who is turning 18. 



CANTEEN 

HELP REQUIRED 

1st or 3rd Tuesday of the Month 

or Thursday 28th November – one helper.  

 

PRICE INCREASE – FLAVOURED MILK is now $2  

PLEASE NOTE WE WILL BE CLOSED FOR COUNTER SALES ON THURSDAY, 29TH AUGUST (Father’s Day Stall) 

FOOTY DAY SPECIAL LUNCH – Our annual Footy Day on the last day of term is creeping up fast.  I am currently working on 
very naughty but delicious special lunch which, when organized, will be on QKR, Facebook, Sentral and some hard copies 

available from the Canteen & Office.  I will be including some gluten free options and suppliers will be listed in the next  

Linkletter. 

Thank you to Marie B and Leanne C who have picked up my Wednesdays I needed help. If you are interested in giving can-
teen duty a go please contact me via the canteen in person or on 94311599, via cunningham.suzanne.s@edumail.vic.gov.au 

or by dropping a note in the class lunch tub.   

Cheers, 

Suzi Cunningham 

DAY & DATE NAMES 

Tues 20th Aug C Cunliffe 

Wed 21st Aug L Mills (Swap); M Bonanno 

Thurs 22nd Aug S King; K Bate 

Fri 23rd Aug B Lowe; K Wishart; S Plummer 

Tues 27th Aug C McFarlane; N Montgomery 

Wed 28th Aug S Diaz (Swap); L Pritchard 

Thurs 29th Aug T Forbes; N Campbell-Kerr (Swap) 
Extra Day 

Fri 30th Aug S Grant; K Agius; S Garnham 

SPORT 

On Wednesday the 14
th

 of August, the Darks Girls Soccer team went to John Fawkner College for the 
Regional Soccer Finals. Our first game was against Preston West Primary. Piper scored the opening 
goal early and the team dominated for most of the game. Unfortunately, Preston West equalised with 4 
minutes to go after Jerusha hit the post. In the second game we played Sirius College. We sadly went 3
-0 down by half time but the girls rallied in the second half and gave a strong side a run for their money. 
Bhavya scored our goal in that game as the game ended 4-1.  It was a fantastic experience for the girls 
to play against some of the best schools in the state. Thank you to all parents that helped on the day 
and supported the team. Congratulations to the girls for all of the hard work leading to the day and a 
fantastic season! 
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Glen Katherine Primary School  
Parents & Friends Association Update 

  
  
  

 
  
  
  

Meeting update: Volunteering Opportunities: 

Our last meeting will be held Tues, 13 August 
2019.  We discussed: 

/ Regular reports 

/ The Fete 

/ Term 3 events so far 

/ Upcoming Term 3 events 

/ Term 4 event calendar 

/ Upcoming AGM 

We are currently looking for: 

Helpers for the Second Hand Uniform Shop in Term3 & 
Term 4. Online roster available now. 

Helpers for Session 2 (Y3-6) at the upcoming SCHOOL 
DISCO! on Friday, 23 August 2019.   

Please see the posts on the ‘GK Primary’ Facebook 
page for further info about these events and to signup 
by the online rosters. 

 

Upcoming Events... 
 

 

More detail posted on the ‘GK Primary’ Facebook page or email glenkpfa@gmail.com 

Total number of 5c coins:  

36,880 

Total money raised:  

$1,844 

Fete is happening 

on  

Our next meeting in mid-September is going to be a 

brainstorming session and we would love to hear from 

the school community about any ideas for improve-

ments, new stalls, attractions or activities, or any other 

thoughts that we could consider when we progress the 

shape of the event. 

Please feel free to drop a comment on the post on the GK 

PFA thanks our school community for its sup-

port so far this year!  We have lots of exciting 

events planned for the rest of 2019 and can’t 

wait to share the details with you. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

KUMON GREENSBORUGH 

EDUCATION CENTRE 

Magdalene Kong 0433 113 763 



COMMUNITY NEWS 

Cheetahs Softball Club 

C/O Morang Drive Mill Park 

Kerry Laird 0423 661 860 

 

A family orientated club that  

welcomes new members! 

If you’re looking for something 

fun and low impact then Softball 

is for you! 

Panthers Junior Netball Club are running 

 Net Set Go! 

 

Thursday 29th August 2019 

to 

Thursday 31st October 2019 

The Course will run for 8 sessions( last 4 weeks 
of Term3  and first 4 weeks of Term 4) the cost 

is $100.00. 

  This includes the sessions, insurance and a 
Net Set Go 

pack from Netball Victoria. 

 

The sessions will be held at DDNA Courts, cor-
ner Foote and Anderson Streets, Templestowe 

from 4:00 pm – 4:45 pm. 

 

Register your interest at 

NetSetGo Registration  link  or copy and paste the be-
low address into your browser 

https://netball.resultsvault.com/common/pages/reg/w
elcome.aspx?id=44411&type=6&save=0&entityid=66

192 

 

or if you have any queries 

panthersjuniornetball-
club@gmail.com  

Phone 0417 011 570 


