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Children, Teachers, Parents:  A partnership for the future 
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Midway through the term—can you believe it. 

Prep Family BBQ provides a great community feel 
Tuesday we had our annual Prep Family BBQ where we invite all families to 
a relaxed, casual few hours of play and mingling. True to GK form, as soon 
as we utter that we are going to hold an event, the weather decides to see 
what it can throw at us...this time rain. However we persevered, got a little 
wet in part, but had a great time together. Our school captains performed 
their first official duties, serving sausages and mingling with the crowd, 
demonstrating all of our school values and exactly why they have been     
chosen as our captains. The prep children are doing an amazing job settling 
into their new surroundings and visible learning is already taking place. 
 

Thursday 19th March—Our Harmony Day Celebrations will 
come to life 
Harmony Day is observed on March 21st each year. We celebrate Harmony Day to 
promote diversity and acceptance of other cultures. The day aims to start a            
conversation about heritage, culture and community and at GK we know how          
important this is. The Footsteps Dance Company will be at GK every Tuesday until 
Thursday 19th March, teaching all of our children a cultural dance to perform on 

this day to the school community. We will be on the tennis courts from 9.00am for these performances so if you 
are able to attend we would love to see you there.  
 
PARKING AT THE FRONT OF OUR SCHOOL and at ST HELENA SC 

Parking around any school is never great however as a community we need to always remain respectful of each 
other and the rules and regulations that govern us. The front of the school has clear signage that it is a 5 minute 
zone. We are again noticing that this area is being used as a parking area. While this is a council issue, I 
urge our families to obey these rules out of respect to everyone in our community. I can let you know that local     
council are becoming more diligent in monitoring this, in fact a change in signage has been flagged as           
happening in the near future, which will result in fines being issued more frequently. 

Another area of concern is the notification that some families are using the St Helena SC carpark to park and 
walk through to our school. St Helena have kindly requested that this not occur as they have limited spacing for 
staff and student parking needs. At the moment the construction work taking place also poses a threat to the 
safety of anyone walking near this zone. So I ask you to please be considerate of those around you and support 
us in ensuring we maintain a safe and respectful school community. 

COMPASS implementation steady 

I would like to thank you for your patience, openness to change and diligence in supporting the     
implementation of COMPASS as our communication platform. While we know there is more learning 
to occur, the change over has been very positive and communication feedback suggests all is going 
well. We are in the process of cutting off any communication from any other platforms, which        
includes Seesaw, so that Compass is the only thing you need to deal with. Seesaw will only share    
student learning—as a paper portfolio would. All other communication, emails and postings will 
come via Compass. If for any reason you are unable to access Compass, our friendly administration team will 
be sure to assist. 

MONDAY is LABOUR DAY 

The end of this week sees us head into a long weekend. Enjoy this time with family and friends. 

Have a wonderful week.  LLLLeeeeaaaannnnnnnneeee    TTTTiiiinnnnggggwwwweeeellllllll    
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READING IS VISIBLE and we are super excited about it!  

Further to our Curriculum Day in week 3, Education Consultant Deb Sukarna has been back working with our teams         
unpacking Reading. One of our AIP goals is to ‘improve the learning growth of every student in Literacy, particularly in    
Reading’, so over the next few years Glen Katherine Primary School will be working very closely with Deb Sukarna to       
support the growth and knowledge of our staff and students to ensure student learning in Reading continues to develop and 
grow and a passion for Reading is visible. 

What does this mean for our staff?  Staff will continue to engage in the learning process and strengthen their knowledge of 
Reading so that ‘Reading is Thinking’ is alive with staff and students. 

What does this mean for our students?  Students will be learning a new Independent Reading routine that will allow them to 
have choice over what they are reading and develop their understanding that ‘Reading is Thinking’.  This will be supported 
with targeted teaching time. 

What does this mean for parents?  Parents will start to see a change over the next few years on how Literacy, in particular 
Reading is taught and viewed here at Glen Katherine Primary. A consistent approach from Prep to Year 6 will enable        
continuity for staff and students to ensure that the developmental stages of Reading are clearly defined and students develop 
their understanding that ‘Reading is Thinking’.    

Deb Sukarna will be back in week 8 in a coaching role where she will model the Readers Workshop routine in classrooms to 

staff and students.  We look forward to sharing our Reading progress throughout the year. 

Emma Meacham 

Teaching & Learning Leader 

Reading Consultancy 

for staff 

READING  

IS 

THINKING 

INDEPENDENT ROUTINES SUPPORT OUR THINKING ROUTINES 

‘I’m a big person now, I can do it myself’ 

A developed level of independence is something we want every child to walk out of GK with and it begins as young as Prep. 

Our first five weeks of school have been focused on making our learning environments familiar for our students and families. 

We have loved the early morning arrivals of our students with their parents or family members as this builds our community 
and a sense of safety and comfort for everyone. 

Heading into this week and beyond, we shift a gear in our expectations. We are really pushing students to think, follow    
classroom routines and to become increasingly independent in how they manage themselves. 

We know kids have got this. They can live up to our expectations if given the opportunity and supported in doing so. Our 
school Growth Mindset approach supports this and our dialogue with children is a daily affirmation of ‘you can do it!’. 

Sometimes adults can find allowing children the opportunity to demonstrate or develop independence challenging, finding 
themselves doing tasks that children are more than capable of doing. We need to work together on this, so as of this week 
we ask the following of all classrooms and year levels: 

• Children carry their own school bags into class  

• Parents remain outside classrooms, kissing or saying goodbye outside before the children enter. This means prams, 
siblings etc will need to remain outside classrooms. 

• Doors will be open from 8.30am for children to enter and begin their morning routine by themselves. Teachers will be 
near the door to greet children and briefly address any quick messages from parents if needed 

• The morning routine means children will independently change readers, get their drink bottles out, put their bags 
away, organise notes and begin a settling task etc. Young students will be assisted when needed. 

• When the music goes, this indicates children who are not already in class need to move to it and parents need to say 
their goodbyes. The doors will be closed by teachers to indicate the start of the day. 

We are very pleased with how settled the classes are and want to elevate this so that learning routines become predictable 

with high expectations. We thank you in advance for your support in this.  LeanneLeanneLeanneLeanne 
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FEBRUARY STUDENT OF THE MONTH (SOTM) AWARDS  

School Council Endorsed 2020 CURRICULUM DAYS, STUDENT FREE DAY and 3-WAY CONFERENCES 

Term 1  Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Curriculum Day 
Week 1 

Tuesday 28th January 

Focus: 2020 Start Up 

Curriculum Day 
Week 1 

Tuesday 14th April 

Focus: AIP Voice & Agency 

Curriculum Day 
Week 6 

Monday August 17th 

Focus: AIP Shifting Reading 

Day 2 

 

STUDENT FREE  

Week 5 

Monday 2nd November 

Cup Eve  

Curriculum Day 
Week 3 

Monday 10th         

February 

Focus: AIP Shifting 

Reading Day 1 

  3-Way Conference        

Week 1  

Thursday 16h July 

Alternate School Day –

Students attend for their 

conference only 

LAST DAY OF TERM FOR 

STUDENTS 

Friday 18th December 

1.10pm DISMISSAL 

Term 1 Important and ’Good to Know’ dates 

MARCH 

MONDAY 9th—Labour Day Public Holiday 

WEDNESDAY 11th—School Council AGM 

WEDNESDAY 18th—Parent Teacher Interviews 3.20pm-7pm 

THURSDAY 19th—Harmony Day 

WEDNESDAY 25th—Parent Teacher Interviews 3.10-4.30pm 

FRIDAY 27th—Last Day of term early finish at 2.30pm 

 

 

Grade 3  

and 

Grade 4 

 

 

 

 

Grade 5  

and  

Grade 6 

 

SPECIALISTS 

3/4H 

Derin C 

3/4H 

Zara W 

3J 

Chelsea G 

3J 

Indi H 

3J 

James H 

3W 

Piper S 

3W 

George S 

3W 

Patrick F 

3T 

Noah B 

3T 

Lilly M 

3T 

Kobi B 

4B 

Jake M 

4B 

Poppy M 

4L 

Bella I 

4L 

Cameron P 

4P 

Ryan H 

4P 

Henry B 

4P 

Evie M 

   

5G 

Eden L 

5G 

Jack W 

5K 

Fletcher Y 

5K 

Callum G 

5/6 M 

Imogen C 

5/6M 

Lara E 

5/6T 

Isabella A 

5/6T 

Matthew K 

 

6V 

Maksim N 

6V 

Piper P 

6V 

Rani U 

6O 

Sienna L 

6O 

Emmett McG 

 

SCIENCE 6O 

Sienna T 

SCIENCE 6G 

Lachlan P 

SCIENCE 

5/6M 

Mackenzie M 

PHYS ED 

5/6T 

Jack D 

PHYS ED 

6O 

Willoughby J 

PHYS ED 

5K 

Lucy B 

PHYS ED 

5K 

Will B 

Certificates will be  presented at Assembly on Friday 6th March 2020 







CANTEEN 
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DAY & DATE NAMES 

Tues 3rd Mar M Soutter; M Dixon 

Wed 4th Mar M Cook 

Thurs 5th Mar S Diaz 

Fri 6th Mar C Hill; K Bate; K Shipway 

Tues 10th Mar R Diffey; KAnsell 

Wed 11th Mar M Bonanno; N Brabender 

Thurs 12th Mar N Campbell-Kerr 

Fri 13th March S Armstrong; L Egan; J Fisher 

We have our first optional special lunch up and running for the year.  Our Hoppy Holidays Lunch with be on Thursday 26th March next.  All orders must be 
received by 4pm Thursday 12th March (due to new supplier, I have to order a week earlier than previously).  QKR is the preferred method of ordering, however 
cash orders will be accepted.  Please make sure these are completed correctly as errors could result in items being removed from the order.  An order form is 
included in this Linkletter. 

 

The following suppliers will be providing items for this special lunch: 

Summit Canteen Supplies P/L – Twisted Yoghurt, Focus Drink, Vege Crackers & Mayonnaise 

Woolworths St Helena – Rolls, Hot Cross Buns, Muffins & salad items. 

The salad will be made in the canteen and include: Lettuce, tomato, grated cheese, carrot, cucumber, sweet corn & roasted Chick Peas. 

 

The Roster is getting there, however there are still some spots we’d love to fill: 

 1 Helper - 3rd Tuesday each month 

 1 Helper - 1st Wednesday each month  

 1 Helper – 1st Thursday each month 

 1 Helper – 3rd Thursday each month  

Please don’t hesitate to contact me by via phone 94311599 or email cunningham.suzanne.s@edumail.vic.gov.au, or with a note through your child’s lunch 
tub.  I am available most Tues to Thurs from 8.30am to 1.30pm and Fri from 11.30am to 1.30pm.  I can sometimes still be around till 3pm, just give a loud 
knock on the door! 

 

Cheers, 

Suzi Cunningham GK Canteen Manager 



 

 

 

               *** ORDERING BY QKR IS PREFERRED ***  

OR complete BOTH SECTIONS below including name, grade, quantities & totals 
and return with correct cash attached – 1 form per child 

 

PLEASE PLACE ORDER BY 4PM THURSDAY 12TH MARCH 
Incorrect cash enclosed Incorrect cash enclosed Incorrect cash enclosed Incorrect cash enclosed willwillwillwill    result in an item left off the order so please add carefully!result in an item left off the order so please add carefully!result in an item left off the order so please add carefully!result in an item left off the order so please add carefully!    

 

FULL NAME: ……………………………………………………………….GRADE:………………………. 

 

 
 

FULL NAME: ……………………………………………………………….GRADE:………………………. 

 

 

TOTAL CASH DUE $............  
IF PAYING VIA QKR THIS FORM DOES NOT NEED TO BE RETURNED TO SCHOOLIF PAYING VIA QKR THIS FORM DOES NOT NEED TO BE RETURNED TO SCHOOLIF PAYING VIA QKR THIS FORM DOES NOT NEED TO BE RETURNED TO SCHOOLIF PAYING VIA QKR THIS FORM DOES NOT NEED TO BE RETURNED TO SCHOOL    

    

No late orders accepted/No refunds given. 

PARENT HELPERS REQUIRED FROM 9.30AM to 11AM 

 

  NAME: ___________________________________ CONTACT ph:_______________ 

MAIN FOODMAIN FOODMAIN FOODMAIN FOOD PRICE $PRICE $PRICE $PRICE $ QTYQTYQTYQTY SUB TOTALSUB TOTALSUB TOTALSUB TOTAL 

 JUMBO HAWAIIAN ROLL EXTRA SOFT 2.50     

JUMBO PEPPERONI PIZZA ROLL EX/SOFT 2.50     

SUZI’S SENSATIONAL SUPER SALAD 5.00     

Self-Serve 11g MAYONNAISE 0.40     

MAIN FOOD SUB TOTAL $ 

SNACKS & DRINKSSNACKS & DRINKSSNACKS & DRINKSSNACKS & DRINKS PRICE$PRICE$PRICE$PRICE$ QTYQTYQTYQTY SUB TOTALSUB TOTALSUB TOTALSUB TOTAL 

FOCUS 35Oml SPORTS WATER Raspberry 2.00     

CADBURY CHOC CHIP HOT CROSS BUN 1.00     

Gluten Free BLUEBERRY MUFFIN 2.00     

PIRANHA 25gm BBQ CHEESE VEGE CRACKERS 1.50     

120ml TWISTED FROZEN YOGHURT GF Strawber- 2.50     

  SNACKS & DRINK SUB TOTAL $ 

NO OTHER LUNCH ORDERS AVAILABLE ON THIS DAY. 
 

THURSDAY, 26th

 MARCH 2020 
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A big (belated) THANK YOU to Grant and Jodee Jackson (our Business Manager) who provided a summer re-
treat for our chickens over the holidays and also to the COOK family for watering the garden. The fruit trees 
looked great on our return. 

Mrs Webb looking for more families to take on the WEEKEND CHOOK DUTY. If you are keen and interested 
please email her on 

webb.annemarie.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

But……before you do have a think about the commitment you are making. If you want to do Chook Duty this 
would mean you will: 

Let out the chooks early in the morning for a graze around the garden and potentially keep them out for the 
day (preferably ALL DAY OUT on hot days)  and lock them back later in the evening; 

Water the garden, especially fruit trees along the fence; 
Clean out their self-filling water feeder if mucky (just use your hand or something else) 
Fill up grain feeder; 
Clean out chook shed – literally rake out all straw, shredded paper and poop on the ground and in their sleep-

ing quarters.  
Putting in fresh straw and shredded paper to ensure their feet are not getting wet and they have materials to 

scratch around in. 

As you can see, this is a timely commitment – at least ½ hour to 45 minutes on one visit. Sure the eggs (if there 
are any) are nice to get but ultimately you are committing to the welfare of the chickens. 

It is likely you will get chook duty once or twice a year – if previous years are any indication. Some families are 
not able to do holidays, but happy for weekends or vice versa which you can communicate to Annemarie. 

Still keen? Great! Email me on webb.annemarie.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Cheers, Mrs Webb 

CHOOK CARE 

DISTRICT  SWIMMING   
Congratulations to the students who represented the school at the District Swimming held at WaterMarc on Mon-
day. There were many terrific team and  individual efforts. The team finished 5th overall.  

QUALIFIERS FOR DIVISION SWIMMING  

Jeremy W – 2nd 9/10 boys freestyle and 1st in breastroke  
Jack B – 1st 11yr boys freestyle 

Annika M – 2nd 12/13 girls breastroke  
9/10 boys relay team – Kobe D, Jeremy W, Mitch C, Ryan H 

DAVID BLACKBURN 



Glen Katherine Primary School  
Parents & Friends Association Update 

  
  
  

 
  
  
  

Meeting update: Fete update: 

The next meeting is taking place on Tuesday, 
10 March 2020 @ 7pm in the staff room.  

 

We are currently looking for volunteers for the 
Second Hand Uniform Shop on Friday morn-

ings (8.15am—9.15am).   

Electronic roster is available on the  
‘GK Primary’ Facebook page. 

The 2020 GK Fete is continuing to take shape!  We will 
soon be in contact with families outlining what support 
we will be asking for throughout the year, and opportuni-
ties for businesses both within the school community, 

and the wider community, to get involved.   

Save the date:  

The fete is happening on Sunday, 25 October 2020! 

Upcoming Events... 
 

 

More detail posted on the ‘GK Primary’ Facebook page or email glenkpfa@gmail.com 

The PFA is once again making Entertainment Books available to our 
GK community as a both a fundraiser and opportunity for our families 
to make amazing savings on dining, travel and family entertainment.  

2020 sales are exclusively online and start instantly (which means no 
more waiting until June for a new book) and new offers are added 
weekly for ongoing value all year round.  

Order between 1-31 March 2020 to receive a bonus  

$10 JB Hi-Fi eGift Card  

https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/1894x92  

Anyone can purchase a book through our GK link to fundraise (so feel 
free to share it with Gran, your neighbours, or everyone you went to 
high school with).  



COMMUNITY NEWS 



COMMUNITY NEWS 



COMMUNITY NEWS 


