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Children, Teachers, Parents:  A partnership for the future 

LEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION    

CHANGE OF 3-WAY CONFERENCE DAY 
Due to a clash in GK participating in a Department Professional Learning opportunity 
we have had to change the date of the 3-Way Conference Day for Term 3.       
School Council have approved this change and we can now confirm that our 3-Way 
Conference Day will now take place on THURSDAY 8th AUGUST. Students will 
only attend during their scheduled time on this day. This day replaces Thursday 1st 
August, as previously communicated.  

 

PREP ENROLMENTS for 2020 being taken now 

We have already received many prep enrolments for 2020. If you have a child starting school 
at GK in 2020 I encourage you to return an enrolment form to the office as soon as possible, 
before the end of this term. At the end of this term we will be moving to future planning of 
classes and transition programs so ensuring we know our tentative numbers by then is       
important. Enrolment forms can be downloaded from our website or picked up at our front 
office. If you know of anyone who would benefit from this information please pass it on.  
 

Education Week OPEN MORNING 
Next week across Victorian Government schools, it is Education Week. It’s a time to recognise the work that 
goes on in our state schools, the opportunities that are provided and it’s also a time to celebrate our diversity 
and culture that can be both similar or different, depending on schools, their priorities, their sense of community, 
their location: whether city, country. 

Wednesday 29th May our school is having an OPEN MORNING between 9am and 11am. During this 
time,    parents, carers, family, friends and community are welcome to visit our school to view learning at GK. 
Visitors can walk into any part of the school during this time, visiting classrooms and specialist areas to see    
students working. Our School Captains will be greeting visitors as they arrive with a smile and directions if      
required. You are very welcome to visit your child’s classroom/s on the morning, even for a short period of time.  

NOTE: Our Middle School are at an excursion on this day. An alternate open classroom day will take 
place for them on Friday 24th May from 8.40am until 9.30am.  

Please see flyer further with other EDUCATION WEEK activities. 

 
NAPLAN 
This week our Year 3 and Year 5 students will participate in NAPLAN assessment tasks. The assessments will 
run over three days beginning tomorrow, assessing writing, language conventions, reading and maths. This     
assessment occurs annually throughout the country and is used to gain a measure of National and State Wide 
Learning traction. At our school level, students results will be released later in Term 3 and this will be sent home 
to all families with an explanation of their child’s results. 
Our students have approached the practice of test conditions exceptionally well, and while we have articulated 
the importance of ‘doing your best’, we have also spoken to the students about this being only one test in each 
curriculum area—it will tell us something about your learning but it will in no way tell us everything about you as 
a learner and person. 
 
MOTHER’S DAY STALL THANKS 

A very big thanks to Sharon Murphy, PFA members and other parents and friends 
for bringing together the very successful Mother’s Day stall again this year.      
Sharon devotes her time to sourcing all the goodies which I’m sure are now     
cherished pieces, making mums and special females feel loved and special. 
Thanks Sharon and team. I hope all our wonderful GK women had a terrific day 
yesterday. 



LEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION CONTINUEDLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION CONTINUEDLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION CONTINUEDLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION CONTINUED    
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READING,  HEALTH and ORDER supported by our COMMUNITY 
We are so very grateful to our PFA and community for the generosity in raising funds 
for us in 2018. A number of items have been purchased due to this generosity: 

 READING MATERIAL - last term we purchased $15 000 worth of reading         
material to support our students daily in the classroom.  Our improvement plan this 
year is targeting reading which includes replacing resources, which we know is long 
overdue. More reading material purchases are currently underway, including the        

targeting of our home readers which is fabulous.  Books are very expensive however this community    
generosity allows us to purchase items we could not generally afford to within allocated budgets. 

 DEFIB MACHINE - we have  

also purchased a second defibrillator 
machine which is a life-saving device 
used to treat Sudden Cardiac Arrest. 
The $3 000 used to purchase this     
improves our response success 
should we be found in a life            
threatening situation. We now have 
one located in the office area and in our OHSC building. 

 GLENYS HAS A NEW CART - Glenys, our maintenance person, is an absolute 
work horse who generously and without hesitation, supports our school in day 
to day organisation and maintenance issues. Our PFA are fully aware of this as 
she can be relied  on to assist in moving items, building items and storing items 
for Fete,   Family events, School events and more. Glenys had been driving a 
tractor for many years and it was well and truly on its last legs. PFA made one 
request of use of the funds raised and that was to purchase Glenys a new form 
of mobility. Glenys is extremely grateful for her $5 500 cart which is quiet, has 
not broken down and can carry trailers and people easily. This will last for many 
years to come and is invaluable to our school community in the organisation of 
events. 

 OUTDOOR PLAY - $800 has also been spent on Foundation, Junior, Middle 
and Senior School ‘environmental’ play baskets to be used in the outdoor 
‘bases’ our students are playing in. Creativity, Collaboration and Communication are three of our skills 
within our school vision that we are seeing come to life in these areas.  

That’s nearly  $25 000 of community generosity making a difference in our school already this year. 
Thank you. We look forward to sharing other purchases with you as we progress through the year, however 
reading material is certainly a key part of this plan. 

CYBERSAFETY Sessions 
Last week our Senior School were visited by Senior Constable Tracey Porter  to share her insight and             
experiences dealing with Cybersafety and the perils of technology. This is an annual session where the children 
are warned strongly against inappropriate use of digital platforms that are so readily available to them. 

This education focus aligns to our classroom education and digital expectations. It would be worthwhile to ask 
your child if they walked away with any clear messages from the session to keep safety a focus point at home 
and at school. 

OTHER EDUCATION WEEK ACTIVITIES 
As well as open morning we have some activities further, including community career talk opportunities and a 
dress up day for our students. (see flyer further) 

Children dressing up in ‘What I want to be when I leave school’ on THURSDAY 23rd May will bring a 
gold coin donation which will go to support the purchase of a new playground area near our Middle School. This  
fundraising is also being supported by our PFA Trivia Night very soon and of course our JSC. 

OUR PFA GK TRIVIA NIGHT is on Saturday 22nd June—lock it in your diary - we’d love to see you there. 

WORKING BEE—our 2nd one for the year is on Sunday 26th May - see further 

Have a great fortnight.  Leanne TingwellLeanne TingwellLeanne TingwellLeanne Tingwell    
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AIP Goals – Student Voice and Agency     

 

As outlined in the last Linkletter – Our Strategic Plan is now    
available for parents and the wider community to view (via     
SENTRAL). Our school vision, beliefs and goals for every child is 
leading our SP. 

Our vision ( knowledge, skills, character and learning qualities) 
connects directly to the Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) – the 
focus is on improving every student’s progress. The set goals/
targets are focused on: increasing the active participation of all 
students in their Learning.  

 

Our targets : 

 

This year we will increase positive responses in Attitude to School Survey; student voice and agency  

 

What is student voice and Agency?                    

 

 

Successful schools shape a culture where teachers and students work together, and where student voice, agency 
and leadership are understood as factors that contribute to the empowerment and sense of school pride. 

 

So what is Voice and Agency ? 

Student voice is not simply about giving students the opportunity to communicate ideas and opinions; it’s about 
students having the influence to impact change. Authentic student voice provides opportunities for students to col-
laborate and make decisions with adults around what and how they learn and how their learning is assessed. This 
is known to lead to improved educational outcomes. 

“Meaningful involvement of students means validating and authorising them to represent their own 

ideas, opinions, knowledge and experiences throughout education in order to improve our 

schools.”  (Fletcher, 2005)  

Student agency refers to the level of independence and influence that a student experiences in the learning envi-
ronment. Student voice and agency are fundamentally linked. Agency gives students the power to direct and take 
responsibility for their learning, creating independent and self-regulating learners.  
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Effective schools embrace student voice, agency and        
leadership.  They understand the importance of creating          
learning environments that promote independence,              
interdependence and self-motivation. They build productive 
and inclusive school cultures for all adults and students.      
Effective teachers enable students to be active participants in 
their learning. They are responsive to student feedback and 
adapt their teaching practice to suit the needs of all students. 
When students experience a sense of belonging and           
significance through voice, agency and leadership, they are 
likely to articulate their sense of empowerment and school 
pride. 

A number of elements are essential to enable effective work 
within the Framework for Improving Student Outcomes. Eight 
Essential Elements form the foundation upon which improve-
ment is built.  

By empowering students we enhance student engagement and enrich 
their participation:  

We help students to ‘own’ their learning and development. 

We help schools to create a positive climate for learning.  

At Glen Katherine we focus on developing the whole student –   
physically, socially and intellectually. An important factor is to 
provide opportunities for student voice and agency,  enriching 
students’ ability to actively contribute to their own learning. GK is 
committed to creating an environment in which student voice 
and agency is acknowledged, promoted and celebrated. 

There is evidence to suggest that when schools engage student 
voice and agency they create a sense of; 

1.Engagement; helping students feel more positive about school  

2. Respect and self-worth; students feel positive about themselves  

3.Self as learner; allowing students to manage their own progress in learning; and  

4. Agency, so that students realise that they can have impact on things that matter to them at 
school 

   

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/
dimension3empowering.aspx#link11 
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Reminder to download the Sentral App so you can receive no�fica�ons 

We are trying to minimise paper no1ces being sent home to families so from now all school informa1on will 

be put on the Portal and then a push no1fica1on will go out to tell parents that this informa1on is on the Por-

tal and can be accessed and ac1oned (if required). 

Please go to our Sentral Parent Portal h9ps://sentral.glenkps.vic.edu.au/portal2 under the School Resources 

Tab and click on Sentral App Guide for Parents on instruc1ons on how to download and set up the App. There 

is also a link to the document on our website at h9ps://www.glenkps.vic.edu.au/ 

 

We will now send out messages/push no1fica1ons via the App with any per1nent informa1on related to 

school issues. All school related documenta1on is now on the Portal as well as access to the Linkle9er, School 

Reports, Parent Teacher Interviews, Upcoming Events, no1fica1on of visits to Sick Bay and A9endances.  

A note was sent home last week with further information, please contact the office if you need another 

copy. 

Skoolbag:  

As the notifications are now working in Sentral, we will STOP using Skoolbag as of 31st May. Can you please 

make sure if you are still using Skoolbag for absence notifications that you start to now use Sentral. The 

Skoolbag functionality will no longer be active and useable as of May 31 this year. 

  

FAMILY PAYMENTS: 

Reminder of what is due when: 

Grade 5&6 Sporting Charge: 

• Is now overdue—all payments were due by Friday April 26th. Reminder statements were sent 

home last week. Payments will need to be made by Wednesday 15th May or a payment plan 

entered into so your child can con�nue par�cipa�ng in Friday morning Interschool Sport. 

 

Bulk Billing:  final instalment payment due by 7th June, 2019 

Student Details Forms: 

Reminder to all families to return their Student Details form with any changes that have occurred since last 

year so we can ensure that all the informa1on we have on file is current and correct. If you are not sure please 

just complete the form with all your up to date informa1on & we can confirm the details we have on file are 

correct. 

 

Reminders from the Office……. 



Marisa Pace

 
  
Teachers Name: Miss Marisa Pace 

Current Position/s: Happy Grade 4 teacher! 
Past Position/s: Fun loving prep teacher, 7 years 
of after school care teaching 

How many years have you been teaching?: 
Teaching for 4 years 
What is your favourite subject to teach?:    
Reading 

What is something unique about you as a  
teacher?: Passion for teaching and building    
relationships with students 
What are some extra jobs/responsibilities you 
also do at school?: Mandarin Program 

What do you enjoy doing outside of school?:  
Playing board games, watching Disney movies and 
singing Disney songs 
If you weren’t a teacher, what would you be?: 
Chef or Disney Princess. 
Favourite Footy team? Carlton 

Favourite colour? Pink 

Favourite food? Chocolate  
Favourite Movie? Beauty and the Beast 
Favourite Books? Harry Potter 
Favourite Animal? Dogs 

What are some memorable moments in your  
career as a teacher? At the end of the year see-
ing my students shine brighter than at the start of 
the year. 

David Blackburn 

 
 

Teachers Name: Mr David Blackburn 

Current Position/s: P.E. teacher 
Past Position/s: Grade 3/4 teacher and sport 
teacher at other schools 
How many years have you been teaching?: 30 
years 
What is your favourite subject to teach?: 
Sport 
What is something unique about you as a 
teacher? I love sport and seeing kids            
improve. 
What are some extra jobs/responsibilities you 
also do at school?: 
I help with working bees and Major events 
How do you think G.K compares to other 
schools?: Terrific school, good facilities and 
great kids. 
If you weren’t a teacher, what would you be?: 
Any sport coach 

Favourite Footy team? Essendon  
Favourite Colour? Red 

Favourite food? Chicken  
Favourite Movie? Brave heart  
Favourite song? You are the voice  
Favourite animal? Bears  
What are some memorable moments you 
have as a teacher? Winning State Footy 2 
times 
Is there anything else you want to share?  
I have a 1 year old son. 
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GK TEACHER FEATURE 
Hi everyone. Its Lauren and Nathan your Roving 6T Student Reporters. 
This week we have Miss Pace and Mr Blackburn in the ‘Hot seat!’  
After reading this week’s profile, we would love your feedback. You can 
contact us personally through your child coming to see us in the yard or 
put a note titled ‘Staff Profile-Feedback’ in Mrs Totino’s pigeon hole in 
the office. If you have missed a ‘Teacher Profile’, you can still read it. 
Get a copy or go to the previous Linkletters for 2019. The link is on the 
Glen Katherine website profile page. ENJOY!!! 
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You are invited to join us at our second 

GK Working Bee for 2019.  

SUNDAY 26th MAY  
at 9.00am - 11.30am with BBQ to end  

This Working Bee will be looking at the Prep Playground. This area 

is due for a revamp and similar to the front working bee, we will be 

preparing it for future additions.  
IF possible please bring alongside yourself: 

• Wheelbarrows 

• Secateurs and pruners 

• Rakes and shovels 

• Hedge trimmers 

• Brooms and/or Petrol Blowers 

WORKING BEE  Sunday 26th May (Please return to Office) 

 

The _____________________family is able to attend the working bee.  

  

Child’s name:__________________________________         Class: __________ 

 

Parent’s name:______________________ Contact Number: ____________________ 

 

 

Please check lost property 

for unnamed items 



CANTEEN 

A big THANK YOU to Katie B, Carolyn S & Nicola C-K for being in the canteen on our Sensational Sushi Biggest Morning Tea.  Apologies for the cou-
ple of hiccups we had, I really try to make it perfect and am very disappointed with myself when it doesn’t go to plan. Very happy to say we raised $209 
for Cancer Council Victoria. 

 

Do to several request, I am doing frozen pineapple rings during counter sales – 50c each.  Just a reminder to those doing cash lunch orders – we no 
longer have the Choc Chip Go Cookie but have replaced it with a Choc Chip Cookie at 50c each. 

 

Still a couple of vacancies on the Roster - 3rd Tuesday and 2nd Wednesday (& possibly 1st Wed). If you are interested in giving canteen duty a go 
please contact me via the canteen Tues to Thurs 9am to 1.30pm or Fri 11.30am to 1.30pm in person or on 94311599, via cunning-
ham.suzanne.s@edumail.vic.gov.au or by dropping a note in the class lunch tub.   

 

Thanks, Suzi Cunningham 

DAY & DATE NAMES 

Tues 14th May C Cunliffe (Thor with Ute!!) 

Wed 15th May S Diaz; M Bonanno 

Thurs 16th May T Forbes; K Bate 

Fri 17th May S Grant; S Plummer (Swap); S 
Garnham 

Tues 21st May C McFarlance; N Montgomery 

Wed 22nd May L Mills; L Pritchard 

Thurs 23rd May S King; S Murphy 

Fri 24th May B Lowe; K Wishart; Skydive K Agius 

Head lice notifications have been on the increase this term and we would actively like to reduce this.  Could you please take a mo-
ment to check your child's hair and commence appropriate treatment where necessary.  This will need to be repeated numerous 
times to remove all the stages of lice.   
  
Students found to have live head lice will need to be collected and treatment commenced before being returned to school.  Class 
notices will then be sent to families notifying of head lice found in that grade.   
  
Unfortunately head lice is an ongoing issue in all schools, so regular home checks and treatment is crucial to minimise outbreaks.  
If you have any queries regarding our Head Lice policy please do not hesitate to contact me.  Further information re-
garding treatment of head lice can also be found at ww.health.vic.gov.au/headlice.   
  
Lia Aiello — First Aid Officer 

HEAD LICE ALERT 

                   MONDAY 10th JUNE (Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday) 

                  Term 2 finishes Friday 28th June@2.30pm 

 

TERM 3 -   MONDAY 15th JULY (Student Free Day) 

  THURSDAY 8th AUGUST  

                   (3-Way Conferences - students attend for their conference only) 

   Term 3 finishes Friday 20th September@2.30pm 

 

TERM 4 -   MONDAY 7th OCTOBER (Student Free Day) 

  MONDAY 4th NOVEMBER (Student Free Day) 

  TUESDAY 5th NOVEMBER (Cup Day Public Holiday)  

  Term 4 finishes for students Thursday 19th December@3.00pm  

  FRIDAY 20th December (Student Free Day) 

GK DATES TO REMEMBER 



              Glen Katherine Primary School  
   Parents & Friends Association Update 

  
  
  

 
  
  
  

Meeting update: Volunteering Opportunities: 

The last PFA meeting was held Wed, 3 Apr 
2019.  We talked about: 

/ 2020 Fete planning 

/ Recap of the GK Stands Together Event 
/ Entertainment Book update 

/ Mother’s Day Stall 
/ 5c Challenge 

/ Trivia Night 
/ Second Hand Uniform Shop 

/ School Council Rep 

/ PFA School Website content 

Next meeting will be Tues, 14 May 2019 @ 
7pm in the staff room. 
 

We are currently looking for: 

Donations of products of services for silent auction 
and prizes at our upcoming Trivia Night on 22 June 
2019. Donations can be Memberships (sporting or oth-
er), Services (health & wellbeing, professional or trade), 
Household goods (electrical, or handmade), Redeema-
ble vouchers for products in store or online, Experienc-
es. If you own, or know of a business that would like to 
donate, please email the below details to 
glenkpfa@gmail.com and a member of the PFA will be 
in contact with you. 

Helpers for the Second Hand Uniform Shop in Term 2. 

Please see the posts on the ‘GK Primary’ Facebook 
page for further info about these events and to signup 
by the online rosters. 

 

Upcoming Events... 
 

 

More detail posted on the ‘GK Primary’ Facebook page or email glenkpfa@gmail.com 

Term 2 PFA fundraising will contribute 
to a new Year 3&4 playground! 
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