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Children, Teachers, Parents:  A partnership for the future 

LEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATIONLEANNE’ S COMMUNICATION    

Welcome to the second last Linkletter for Term 2—can you believe how fast the term has gone! I trust all our families had a great long 
weekend, re-energising for the final run into our school holidays. 

2019 Education State School LEADESHIP CONFERENCE SUPPORTS OUR ANNUAL 
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN  L�����G L�A
���G f� �X���L�N�E 

Tuesday and Wednesday last week Shannon Whelan (Assistant Principal) and I attended the 2019 Leadership Conference held 
at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre. The Conference Theme, Leading Learning for EXCELLENCE, focused on 
lifting the potential of every child to achieve improved learning outcomes. The conference offered opportunities to engage deeply 
with a select group of world class expert practitioners through a range of focused workshops, panel discussions and reflective 
sessions. This theme supports our professional growth explicitly and I am enthusiastic about the learning we have brought back to 
our staff so that we can continue to work together to strengthen high expectations and excellence in every classroom. 

Student Celebration 

Recently some of our students have shone in different ways that I think deserve some         
recognition. Matisse in 6V recently joined her cheer and dance team in Orlando, USA,            
participating in the Junior Worlds Summit Cheer and Dance Competition. Matisse was the 
youngest in the under 16 squad and the only Year 6 student out of the 18 member team. The 
team’s final performance placed them 3rd in the world for Pom Dance, with the American and 
Japan team placing first and second. In a competition that had world class talent we               
congratulate Matisse on her performance and the experience  - amazing talent. 

Wednesday the 5th saw 14 of our students participate in the Division Cross Country at Bundoora 
Park. These students  outperformed many students at the previous District Cross Country event, allowing them to continue to  
represent GK last week. I would like to congratulate all our students who participated and gave it their all and give particular     
acknowledgment to the following Division Team on their efforts: (Year 4) Brody S, Jack R, Addison L, Amy T (Year 5) Kayden R, 
Jamie A, Ashton F, Holly G, Annika M, Jaya M, (Year 6) Will W, Dylan M, Vincent D, Callum P.  

We now have a REGIONAL TEAM who will be running later this term: Kayden, Jamie, Holly, Annika, Dylan, Vincent and Callum. 
We wish them the very best and are super proud of their achievement. Acknowledgement also to David Blackburn and the team 
of staff in assisting with before school training over the weeks leading to this. 

Reporting Term 

Term 2 is our formal reporting to parents term. We have many ways in which we communicate how 
your child is progressing. Parent teacher Interviews, casual and formal one-to-one conversations with    
teachers throughout the term and Seasaw snapshots of learning provide some of this. In the last week 
of this term parents will receive their child’s Semester 1 Report, indicating teacher judgments about   

progression. These judgements will be made based on many hours of observation, discussion, feedback and assessment 
in the classroom. Teachers have been synthesising all of this information to provide the best picture possible of your child’s 
learning. We look forward to sharing this with you.    

Assembly and Cold Weather Winter assemblies will still take place where possible however children will not 
be outside for very long and stand in this time—priority awards and information only will be shared. As we know, weather is 
unpredictable and often inaccurate. There have been times when we have cancelled assemblies or working bees when 
they could have gone ahead. If extremely cold, windy or rainy assembly will be cancelled. Once something has been     
cancelled the decision will remain regardless of a weather change and an alert via our Parent Portal will go out either 
Thursday afternoon or Friday morning alerting parents of assembly cancellation if required. 

Prep Enrolments—if you have a 2019 prep child coming to GK please let us 
know...planning is now beginning. 

End of Term dismissal 

This term comes to a close on FRIDAY 28th JUNE. There will be a short assembly at 1.50pm on this day to award our 
JUNE Student of the Month Awards. Students will be dismissed from classrooms at 2.30pm. 

The first day of TERM 3  four our students is TUESDAY 16th JULY. Monday 15th July is a staff curriculum day focused 

on our 2019 AIP focus of reading.         Have a great fortnight.      LeanneHave a great fortnight.      LeanneHave a great fortnight.      LeanneHave a great fortnight.      Leanne    
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Reconcilia0on Week Flag Raising Ceremony 

Acknowledgement Statement: We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people, the traditional            

custodians of the land on which we are gathered today. We honour their Elders, past, present 

and emerging. We know that they have never relinquished sovereignty of their land. We thank 

them for sustaining the land over many tens of thousands of years. May we learn from them 

ways of protecting out environment. May we learn and know the truth of their history as we 

walk  

together with courage and reconciliation. 

 

On Thursday the 30th of May as the school captains represen0ng Glen Kathe-

rine we went down to the Nillumbik Shire Council as par0cipants in the Recon-

cilia0on Youth Leaders Workshop. This program was a partnership between 

the Nillumbik Reconcilia0on Group and the Nillumbik Shire Council. 

 

We par0cipated in a range of ac0vi0es; including learning about aboriginal history and their experience 

with being the tradi0onal owners of Australia. We listened to many people speak about their experience – 

tradi0onal stories told by elders, stories about some knowing what happened when the se>lers came and we  also listened to stories told 

through song.  

Eltham high students sung ‘Beds are Burning’-  which was a protest song wri>en and sung by Midnight Oil. Indigenous brothers from Ad-

elaide also shared their stories through songs they have wri>en. We met many people who had interes0ng stories and a lady named Glo-

ria, who was enthusias0c and emo0ve about Australian heritage.  

We also had some morning tea which was a nice finish to the morning session.  

The next part of the day was the student workshop.  

Jan Aitkin opened the workshop, followed by Monty South PS’s song “Sorry” wri>en and performed by the students. Next Gloria Wallace 

shared the “Wominjeka’ song where we all joined in to acknowledge country and par0cipated with movement to the song.  Uncle Ian 

then shared acknowledgement and reconcilia0on stories about custodians, sovereignty and protec0ng the environment. 

Through the day we answered ques0ons around: 

What is reconcilia0on? 

What does reconcilia0on mean for the Aboriginal 

people? 

What does it mean to be Aboriginal today? 

 

We then worked as a group to write a statement 

about Reconcilia0on and what we have learnt from Uncle Ian.  We collaborated on the task, this 

is what we as School Captains discussed:  

reconcilia�on means bringing everyone together and working towards a be�er future, reconcilia-

�on isn’t blaming anyone for what happened, it’s remembering what happened.  

In closing Natalie Duffy explained Woiwurrung and that the word “Twargen” means – “ 

See you again” 

Thanks, 

Glen Katherine Primary School Captains 

Sophia, Toby, Jemima and Tom 



 

 

 

                                                                 GK Stand Together Grade 3-6 Conference 

 

 

 

The GK Stand Together Conference 

was our first conference for 2019 but 

our 3rd Conference since beginning in Term 2 2018. The conference is 

about coming together to discuss taking a stand against bullying and 

promoting harmony in our school.  

This year our 4 SEL (Social Emotional Learning) Leaders co-lead the 

conference: Jess, Lachlan, Mia E and Keeley. 

The leaders shared the national definition of bullying: 

 

Bullying is an ongoing misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social behaviour that 

causes physical and/or psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group misusing their power over one or more 

persons.  

Bullying can happen in person or online, and it can be obvious or hidden. Online bullying refers to bullying through       

information and communication technologies, e.g. the internet or mobile devices. Bullying of any form or for any reason can 

have long-term effects on those involved, including bystanders. Single incidents and conflicts or fights between equals, 

whether in person or online, are not defined as bullying. 

In short, bullying is an ongoing misuse of power in relationships involving a pattern of harmful verbal, physical or social 

behaviour. 

Not all aggressive or harmful behaviour between people is bullying. While conflicts and aggressive behaviour need to be 

addressed, it is important to be clear when these behaviours are not actually bullying. 

The definition of bullying has three critical aspects: it is a misuse of power within relationships, it is repeated and ongoing, 

and it involves behaviours which can cause harm. All three aspects need to be present in order for behaviour to be called 

bullying. 

Here are some questions and suggestions for preventing bullying that were collected: 

Having an anti-bullying area available for students where they can report on their issues 

More bullying consequences 

More bullying education for students and parents: Linkletter, assembly, 

workshops… 

Having a recovery zone  

 

The SEL leaders shared their vision to create a  ‘GK Stand Together’ student 

action team where regular meetigs will allow  discussion of bullying as well as 

other social and emotional issues and action palns to be put in place.  The over-

arching goal for this action team will be to make GK feel like a safer, more inclu-

sive environment for all students. This action team will be working with Mrs 

Whelan, and begin by focusing on answering and applying some of the confer-

ence discussion points.  

 

Our Class Pledge 

We in 6T and 6G care about each other, we share what we have, listen carefully, help each other learn, work hard and have fun together.  

We choose to be respec ul, helpful and responsible LEADERS.  

We will come to school everyday focused and ready to learn. We promise to work as a team and respect each other’s points of view.  

In our classroom, a mistake is a chance to learn something new.  

I pledge today to do my personal best in all my work, to be responsible for my a*tude, words and ac+ons, to treat others like I would like to be treated, and I will 

accept the consequences of my behavior. 

This is who we are even when no-one is watching. 
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GK TEACHER FEATURE 
Hi everyone. Its Lauren and Nathan your Roving 6T Student Reporters. 
This week we have Miss Murray and Coach Brown are in the ‘Hot seat!’  
After reading this week’s profile, we would love your feedback. You can 
contact us personally through your child coming to see us in the yard or 
put a note titled ‘Staff Profile-Feedback’ in Mrs Totino’s pigeon hole in 
the office. If you have missed a ‘Teacher Profile’, you can still read it. 
Get a copy or go to the previous Linkletters for 2019. The link is on the 
Glen Katherine website profile page. ENJOY!!! 

Amy Murray

 
  
Teacher’s Name: Miss Amy Murray 

Current Positions: Grade 1 teacher 
Past Positions: Grade 3,4 and 6 teacher 
How many years have you been teaching? 
Started in 2013 

What is your favourite subject to teach?   
Literacy 

What is something unique about you as a 
teacher? I like to sing in class (not well) 
What do you enjoy doing outside if school?  
Eating, Sleeping, taking my dogs for a walk 

If you weren’t a teacher, what would you 
be? Drag Queen 

Footy Team: Geelong 

Colour: Orange 

Food:  
Movie: The Sound of Music 

Song/Artist: Cher 
Books: The Magic Faraway Tree 

What are some memorable moments in your 
career as a teacher? Being with the kids 

Merryn ‘COACH’ Brown

 
  

Teacher’s Name: Merryn Janine Brown 

Current Positions: Science teacher 
Past Positions: HPE, ESL, Music, Classroom  
P-7, English, History teacher 
What is your favourite subject to teach? STEM 

What is something unique about you as a 
teacher? I like kids to have more fun and do 
less paperwork. 
What are some extra jobs/responsibilities you 
also do at school? I decorate the staff room for 
special holidays. 
What do you enjoy doing outside if school? 
Coaching basketball 
If you weren’t a teacher, what would you be? 
Prime Minister 
Footy Team: I hate footy 

Colour: Blue 

Food: Pizza 

Movie: GI Jane 

Books: Pride and Prejudice 

Song/Artist: I love Musicals songs 

Animal: Horse 

What are some memorable moments in your      
career as a teacher? When I was acting school 
principal and I had to cancel school because of 
floods 

Anything else you want to share with us? I love 
working and having fun. 



Linkletter                            Page 5 

9/10 BOYS 9/10 GIRLS 11 BOYS 11 GIRLS 12/13 BOYS 12/13 GIRLS 

  7TH – Addison L 2ND -Kayden R 4TH – Holly G 1ST – Dylan M 14TH – Bailey E 

3RD -Brody S 10TH – Amy T 4th – Jamie A 6TH – Annika M 2ND – Vincent D 20TH – Jess F 

7TH –Jack R 15th – Poppy M 7TH – Ashton F 8TH – Jaya M 3RD – Callum P   

13th – Dylan G   17TH – Ethan H  19TH – Millie T 6TH – Will W   

14TH –Zach E       17TH – Jacob G   

17TH – Ben D      18TH – Ashton R   

DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONS  
5 weeks of training and an excellent team performance culminated in GK winning the Diamond Valley District Primary 

Schools Cross Country that was held at Bundoora Park on Tuesday 28TH May.  The students are to be congratulated on their 

commitment to training and outstanding efforts on the day. A big thank you to  Mrs Green, Ms Bailey and Ms Gaiotto   for 

their work in training the team twice a week  in the lead up to the day. Thank –you to Mr Vanderpol for running with the 

kids at the training session at Bundoora Park. The preparation shone through with many students performing personal 

bests. Thank you to the GK parents who supported their children with the early morning and after school training. 

14 students finished in the top 10 to qualify for the Division Cross Country to be held at Bundoora Park on Wednesday 5th 

June.  

Please ensure that your child returns their GK Singlet to the PE Office asap if they are not going on to the next level.  

DAVID BLACKBURN 

TEAM RESULTS  

1ST – GLEN KATHERINE 94PTS 5TH – PLENTY VALLEY 34  9TH- DIAMOND CREEK 14 

2ND –LAURIMER 75   6TH – HURSTBRIDGE 22  10TH – SACRED HEART 11 

3rd –APOLLO PARKWAYS 73  7TH – YARRAMBAT 21 

4TH – DCE 42                     8TH – GREENHILLS 14 

 

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS – top 20  



CANTEEN 

Still a couple of vacancies on the Roster - 3rd Tuesday and 2nd Wednesday (& possibly 1st Wed). If you are interested in giving canteen duty a go 
please contact me via the canteen Tues to Thurs 9am to 1.30pm or Fri 11.30am to 1.30pm in person or on 94311599, via cunning-

ham.suzanne.s@edumail.vic.gov.au or by dropping a note in the class lunch tub.   

CANTEEN CLOSED LAST WEEK OF TERM 

PLEASE NOTE – The GK Canteen will not be open for lunches or counter sales from Tuesday 25th June to Friday 28th June.  All will be back to nor-
mal for the start of Term 3 on Tuesday 16th July. 

 

SPECIAL LUNCH – information for our next optional treat has gone out digitally via QKR, Facebook & Sentral.  Hard copies of the lunch order are available 
from the office or canteen & included in this Linkletter.   

 

If you can help for a couple of hours with the Special Lunch it would be most appreciated.  Make sure you let me know if you’d like pizza or a wrap 
for your lunch! 

 

Suppliers are as follows: 

 DA VINCI PIZZA & PASTA – GK Special Pizza Slice & Gluten Free Pizza Slice (Tomato Base, Cheese, Ham & a little Mild Salami) 

 CANTEEN SPECIALISTS – Wraps, Chicken Breast Tenders, Bulla Vanilla Dixie Cup, Single Serve Mayonnaise  

 WOOLWORTHS ST HELENA – Blueberry Muffin, Lettuce, Gluten Free Coconut Macaroon 

 

All orders must be received by 4pm Thursday 13th June next and there will be no other lunch orders available on the 20th.  We’ll be back to normal for our 
last day of service for the term on Friday 21st June. 

DAY & DATE NAMES 

Tues 11th Jun R Diffey; K Ansell 

Wed 12th Jun K Aguis (Swap) 

Thurs 13th Jun N Campbell -Kerr; C Strachan 

Fri 14th Jun S Garnham (Swap); S Grant (Swap); S 
Armstrong; L Allan 

Tues 18th Jun C Cunliffe 

Wed 19th Jun S Diaz; L Pritchard (Swap) 

Thurs 20th Jun K Bate; & SPECIAL LUNCH HELPERS 

Fri 21st Jun K Agius; L Egan; M Dixon 

Term 3 

Tues 16th Jul 

  

C Cunliffe 

Wed 17th Jul S Diaz; M Bonanno 

Thurs 18th Jul T Forbes; K Bate 

Fri 19th Jul S Grant; K Agius; S Garnham 

HOUSE ATHLETICS – WEDNESDAY 12TH JUNE – PARENTAL 

HELP NEEDED 

 
The GK house athletics will be held at Meadowglenn track on Wednesday 12th June for Gr 4-6 students. All students 

will have the opportunity to represent their house and compete in various athletic events.  

To assist in the smooth running of the day, parental assistance is required. This may take the form of travelling on the 

bus to ensure correct adult/ student ratios are maintained, measuring distances, timing or helping as a finish line 

marshall. If you can help please notify David Blackburn or your child’s class teacher  
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Dhanyabad Dhanyabad Dhanyabad Dhanyabad  (that’s thank you Nepalese!) 
It has been a few weeks since Shaz and I returned from what was a life changing trip to Nepal. We were lucky enough to see some of the 
beautiful scenery that Nepal has to offer. What had the most impact on us was the time spent with individuals and organisations that 
are doing some amazing humanitarian work for the people of Nepal. Many of you contributed to an amazing fundraising total of $3250. 
This money was shared among a number of organisations.  In addition, the students at GK raised a further $1000 to be shared among 
two schools. 

   SEVEN WOMENSEVEN WOMENSEVEN WOMENSEVEN WOMEN: https://sevenwomen.org/ 

          This inspiring organisation empowers marginalise women though  education and  employment.  

They also provide education scholarships to women 

and children in remote villages. 

We donated $1750 to fund 6 education scholarships 

and $500 to assist Seven Women with their projects. 

MAITI NEPAL MAITI NEPAL MAITI NEPAL MAITI NEPAL  https://maitinepal.org/     

https://maitinepal.org/  

Maiti Nepal is working to eradicate human trafficking 

from Nepal. Poverty and lack of education make girls 

and women targets for human traffickers in this re-

gion. 

We donated $300 to this organisation.   

      

   

FRED HOLLOWS FOUNDATIONFRED HOLLOWS FOUNDATIONFRED HOLLOWS FOUNDATIONFRED HOLLOWS FOUNDATION  

Fred Hollows is doing amazing work in Nepal restor-

ing the sight for those suffering from cataracts and 

injury.  

We donated $500 to this organisation  

     

     

ORPHANAGEORPHANAGEORPHANAGEORPHANAGE    

We visited an orphanage that is home to 19 children 

aged 7 to 19 years old. 

We made a donation of $200 which will pay the rent 

for 3 months.                                  

 

 We were also delighted to visit the Children’s Para-

dise Pre School in Pokhara. This visit was organised 

by the Bhandari family from GK who are living there 

now. This small school caters for children with a disa-

bility. We made a donation of $500 to this school. The 

Bhandari family will deliver the other $500 donation 

to another school in the region on our behalf. This 

school is an hour’s drive, then a 2 hour walk from 

Pokhara. Our limited time in the area did not make it 

possible for us to take the money to them. We look 

forward to hearing from the Bhandari’s when they 

have visited.  
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                     Term 2 finishes Friday 28th June@2.30pm 

TERM 3 -   MONDAY 15th JULY (Curriculum Day) 

                      STUDENT START DATE is TUESDAY 16th JULY 

  THURSDAY 8th AUGUST : (3-Way Conferences - students attend for their                         

                      conference only) 

   Term 3 finishes Friday 20th September@2.30pm 

TERM 4 -   MONDAY 7th OCTOBER (Curriculum Day) 

  MONDAY 4th NOVEMBER (Report Writing) 

  TUESDAY 5th NOVEMBER (Cup Day Public Holiday)  

  Term 4 finishes for students Thursday 19th December@3.00pm  

GK DATES TO REMEMBER 

Volunteer request 

The library is seeking volunteer help to remove library labels from books so as they can become new addi0ons to our take-home readers. This 

is something that can be done at home. Please pop in to the library before school or during school hours to take some books home. 

 

Dona0ons 

Did you know the library accepts book dona0ons? If you are looking to make room on your bookshelves at home and have unwanted books 

that meet the following criteria, we would love to accept them. 

We accept books that are:  

• less than ten years old 

• in great condi0on 

• if we haven't already got a copy. 

Sarah Harris 

Library Technician  
Glen Katherine Primary School 

Email: harris.sarah.s@edumail.vic.gov.au  

LIBRARY 

VOLUNTEER’S  NEEDED 



Linkletter                             Page 10 

Glen Katherine Primary School  
Parents & Friends Association Update 

  
  
  

Meeting update: Volunteering Opportunities: 

Next meeting will be Tues, 11 June 2019 @ 
7pm in the staff room. 
 

We are currently looking for: 

Helpers for the Second Hand Uniform Shop in Term 2 & 
Term 3. 

Helpers for the upcoming SCHOOL DISCO!  on Friday, 
23 August 2019.   

Please see the posts on the ‘GK Primary’ Facebook 
page for further info about these events and to signup 
by the online rosters. 

 

Upcoming Events... 
 

 

More detail posted on the ‘GK Primary’ Facebook page or email glenkpfa@gmail.com 

Want to join the fun?   Drop an 

email to  gk2020fete@gmail.com 

and find out how you can  join 

in! 



Please save your bread tags – they will be recycled to fund 
wheelchairs in South Africa. 

What can I do?  

It’s easy …. save your bread tags and then put them in the 
supplied container in the classrooms. Ask your family, 
friends or local café to help – any place who use a lot of 
bread. We can supply a container if needed. 

Prize  

Each child from the winning class will get a small gift from 
South Africa. 
For more information get in touch with Melissa in 5D or Minette Cilliers 

(minettecilliers@yahoo.com) or visit 

 Aussiebreadtags   www.breadtagsforwheelchairs.co.za 

 

 

Thanks for your support! 

Melissa Cilliers 5D 

 

I will empty contain-
ers and update the 
ladder once a month 
– keep them coming! 

 

Competition Ladder: 
1st 3W 270g 

2nd PL 154g 

3rd 6V 112g 

4th 3J  63g 

5th 2D   41g 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 


